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INTRODUCTION. 


Fertile  as  the  present  age  is  in 
literary  productions,  public  demand 
keeps  pace  with  the  energies  of  the 
mind,  and  labours  of  the  pen,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so  as  long  as  youth  is 
taught  to  venerate  learning,  and  to 
esteem  knowledge  as  “ a pearl  of  great 
price for,  not  more  diversified  are  the 
w orks  issued  from  the  British  press,  than 
the  mental  tastes  of  those  amongst  w horn 
they  find  circulation.  By  some,  the  pages 
of  fiction  are  turned  over  with  impatient 
delight;  some  enjoy  a delicious  repast  in 
the  abstruse  lessons  of  philosophy;  others 
take  pleasure  in  the  instructive  records  of 
history;  while  numbers  regale  on  the  ad- 
ventures of  the  voyager,  to  whose  obser- 
vation scenes  have  presented  themselves, 
possessing  every  variety  that  nature  can 
assume,  or  imagination  conceive.  A con- 
viction ofthetruthoftheforegoingobserva- 
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tioii,  first  suggested  to  me  the  idea  of  com- 
mitting to  paper,  “ THREE  YEARS 
ADVENTURES  OF  A MINOR,” 
told  in  his  own  way,  after  a lapse  of  more 
than  thirty  years;— the  whole  called  forth 
from  nature’s  depot,  the  memory.  As  I 
did  not  keep  a journal  of  a single  week  s 
transactions,  not  having  at  the  time  the 
least  idea  of  ever  publishing  them  to  the 
world,  this  circumstance  will,  I trust,  be 
considered  by  the  public  as  satisfactorily 
accounting  for  the  omission  of  dates ; 
especially  as  that  omission  cannot  affect 
the  incidents  themselves,  the  whole  being 
narrated  in  point  of  time,  as  they  tran- 
spired, with  nearly  as  much  accuiacy  as 
if  they  had  been  minuted  down  in  a diary. 

Doubtless,  many  will  wonder  why  the 
circumstances  related  in  the  following 
pages  have  been  so  long  withheld  from 
the  public,  or  perhaps  wonder  more,  what 
could  induce  their  appearance  now,  after 
a lapse  of  so  many  years,  since  the  last- 
mentioned  occurrence  took  place.  To 
satisfy,  as  far  as  possible,  such  readers. 
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it  becomes  necessary  to  observe,  that, 
on  my  return  from  sea,  I had  neither 
inclination  nor  means  to  publish  them, 
having'  to  learn  a profession  that  required 
the  most  sedulous  attention,  independent 
of  following  a laborious  avocation,  not 
merely  because  my  subsistence  depended 
on  it,  but  also  because  it  enabled  me  to 
piosecute  my  design  of  acquiring  profi- 
ciency in  a more  genteel  and  lucrative 
line  of  business. 

During  a great  portion  of  the  interval 
mentioned,  the  public  mind  was  too  much 
occupied  with  events  arising  out  of,  or  in 
close  connection  with,  the  wars  conse- 
quent on  the  French  Revolution,  to  hope 
that  any  effort  of  my  pen  could  arrest  its 
attention,  unaided  by  the  influence  of  a 
powerful  or  a popular  patron. 

One  cogent  reason  against  giving 
publicity  to  Adventures,  which,  without 
resorting  to  exaggeration,  might  excite 
astonishment,  and,  without  the  fascina- 
don  of  romance,  afford  amusement  and 
instruction,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fate  of 

a 2 


IV 


introduction. 

works  of  a similar  nature,  wliose  authors 
had  generally  been  regarded  as  whole 
sale  dealers  in  fiction  and  venders  o 
falsehood,  until  a closer  intercourse  with 
other  nations,  corroborating  their  state- 
ments, rescued  their  characters  from  the 
foulest  imputations,  and  placed  them 
in  the  list  of  honourable  travellers. 
Another  reason  offered  itself  in  the 
anticipation  of  the  abolition  of  the  Slave- 
Trade;  for,  amidst  the  fluctuating  opi- 
nions  which  have  agitated  kingdoms  and 
divided  empires,  1 firmly  believed  that  a 
time  would  arrive,  when  virtuous  legis- 
lators would  lend  an  ear  to  the  cause  of 
degraded  Africans,  and,  by  resisting  the 
powerful  influence  of  opulent  planters, 
finally  overthrow  the  system  of  cruelty 
practised  in  slave  ships,  not  only  on 
defenceless  negroes,  but  also  on  the 
wretched  crews,  whose  half-famished 
Imdies  bore  marks  of  ill  treatment,  often 
resorted  to  in  the  paroxysms  of  passion, 
or  the  wantonness  of  caprice.  English 
„,en  at  length  hailed  the  abolition ; and 
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J,  who  at  that  time  had  an  extensive  and 
increasing-  business  to  attend,  found  in 
that  glorious  event  another  reason  for 
withholding  the  present  Adventures  from 
the  public  ^ concluding  that  the  time  was 
now  passed  away,  wherein  the  relation 
of  circumstances  connected  with  the 
SIave-1  rade  would  have  been  read  with 
inteiest.  JThis  work  owes  its  present 
appearance  principally  to  the  importuni- 
ties of  a circle  of  friends,  who  profess  to 
have  received  pleasure  and  instruction 
from  a recital  of  detached  parts  thereof, 
when  relaxation  from  the  more  sedentary 
occupations  of  business  enabled  me  to 
mix  in  social  converse,  and  to  enjoy  the 
advantage  of  intellectual  researches. 

xMore  desirous  to  render  myself  intel- 
ligible, than  to  be  thought  to  possess 
nautical  knowledge,  I have  carefully 
guarded  against  the  introduction  of  tech- 
nical terms,  and  seafaring  phrases,  as 
much  as  a peison  habituated  to  their  use 

can  reasonably  be  expected  to  renounce 
them. 
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Happy  in  the  reflection,  that  former 
assiflnity  affords  present  competency, 
that  past  labours  furnish  present  leisure, 
and,  listening  to  the  persuasions  of  such 
as  I esteem  friends,  I usher  into  the  world 
“ Three  Years’ Adventures  of  a Minor,” 
with  all  its  imperfections  on  its  head.  I 
feel  assured,  however,  that  if  this  “ bant- 
ling of  the  brain”  is  not  adorned  with 
classic  ornaments,  it  is  clothed  in  the 
simple  garb  of  truth ; since  I have  had 
that  fair  personage  for  a preceptor,  when 
wandering  under  the  foliage  of  extensive 
pine  barrens;  traversing  the  margin  of 
some  diaphanous  river,  in  hopes  of  in- 
haling refreshing  breezes ; cautiously  ex- 
ploring the  haunts  of  terrific  alligators,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  confirm  or  contradict 
received  notions  of  the  habits  and  pi  o- 
perties  peculiar  to  this  king  of  amphibi- 
ous creatures;  or  attempting  to  describe 
scenes  so  degrading  to  the  unhappy  suffer- 
ers, and  so  flagitious  in  the  principal  actors 
in  the  drama  of  human  wretchedness. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Causes  of  the  Author’s  determination  to  go  to  Sea He  runs  away 

from  his  Parents,  and  proceeds  to  Liverpool,  wiiere  he  is  engaged 
by  tlie  Captain  of  the  Hudibras,  a Slave  Ship — Sails  for  the 
Coast  of  Africa — Officers  of  the  Ship— Ludicrous  Accident  to  a 
Seaman— Dreadful  Thunder-Storm,  in  which  the  Ship  and  Crew 
are  struck  by  Lightning— Ceremonies  on  Crossing  tlie  Line. 

To  one  denied  the  advantages  of  birth,  without 
education,  except  such  as  is  to  be  gained  at  a day 
school,  in  a provincial  town ; to  one  whose  mind  is 
too  juvenile  to  have  gained  knowledge  from  experi- 
ence, and  too  volatile  to  confine  its  operations  within 
the  sphere  of  reason  ; trifles  light  as  air”  fascinate 
the  eye,  and  captivate  the  passions.  This  observa- 
tion was  fully  verified,  in  the  pleasure  I enjoyed  on 
beholding  a cousin  of  mine,  dressed  in  the  costume 
of  a Midshipman  in  the  Royal  Navy,  when  on  a visit 
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at  the  residence  of  my  parents,  and  in  the  transport 
with  which  I listened  to  his  relation  of  nautical 
anecdotes.  From  those  circumstances  I date  the 
cause  of  the  following  narrative ; for,  fired  with  his 
description  of  things  unaccountably  strange,  which 
a fervid  imagination  painted  in  glowing  colours,  I 
formed  the  design  of  seeing  foreign  nations,  though 
wanting  the  means  to  effect  my  project,  and  unaided 
by  parental  support,  which  an  inexperienced  youth 
of  sixteen  could  not  hope  for,  and  therefore  would 
not  solicit.  But,  when  the  mind  is  once  fixed  in  its 
resolves,  though  detrimental  to  its  best  interests,  in 
vain  may  reason  exert  its  influence,  and  authority 
impose  its  power.  From  the  moment  I heard  the 
young  Midshipman’s  adventures,  I desired  to  par- 
ticipate in  similar  events,  and  to  behold  scenes  so 
fascinating.  What  engrossed  my  thoughts  by  day, 
seemed  realised  in  dreams  at  night,  till  every  wish 
became  absorbed  in  that  of  seeing  other  climes. 

“ Delightful  views  ! where’er  we  turn  the  eye, 

“ Still  varied  prospects  crowd  upon  our  sight !” 

Nor  tvas  it  long  before  a circumstance  happened, 
which  fostered  my  project,  by  generating  a hope 
of  the  accomplishment  of  my  desires,  though  at 
the  risk  of  destruction  to  my  future  prospects  in 
life.  I was  encouraged  by  the  persuasion  of  a 
companion,  my  senior  in  years;  who,  determined 
on  adventures  himself,  wished  for  an  associate  in 
his  peregrinations. 
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Like  conspirators,  we  held  nocturnal  meetino-s 
projected  a thousand  schemes, and  defeated  them  with 
facility.  However,  I at  length  consented  to  elope 
from  parents,  whose  care  for  my  welfare  then  appeared 
restiaint,  and  whose  admonitions  I considered  as 
censures  on  my  conduct 

At  these  meetings  we  arranged  matters  for  our 
intended  journey;  but,  surely,  never  did  adventurers 
undertake  an  expedition  with  such  scanty  means  for 
prosecuting  it,  with  either  pleasure  or  advantage. 
Conscious  that  we  were  about  to  enter  the  mazes  of 
eiror,  and  desirous  of  eluding  detection,  night  was 
made  choice  of  to  leave  home.  Accordingly,  we 
turned  our  backs  on  Leeds,  and  our  best  friends,  on 
a Saturday  night,  and  urged  our  way  over  many  a 
heath-clad  steep.  “ Faint  and  weary,”  we  entered 
the  populous  and  flourishing  town  of  Manchester,  at 
two  o’clock  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday.  Here 
fortune  beamed  on  us  its  first  ray  : during  the  time 
we  were  refreshing  ourselves  at  an  Inn,  in  Toad- 
lane,  we  were  noticed  by  some  of  the  company, 
who  paid  the  most  polite  attention  to  us,  and  who 
generously  presented  us  with  a discharged  bill  of 
the  expenses  we  had  been  at  May  beneficence 
wrap  such  souls  in  its  downy  mantle,  and  corroding 
care  ever  be  a stranger  to  their  breasts ! Nothing 
could  have  been  more  timely;  nothing  more  welcome. 
Our  resources  for  future  operations  lay  in  one  shil- 
ling each  I However,  hope,  the  poor  man’s  god, 


A 


4 


adventures 


promised  much,  and  urged  to  perseverance.  At 
six  the  next  morning,  to  the  tune  of  “ Fare^ve 
Manchester,”  we  commenced  our  march  for  Liver- 
pool, and,  after  many  a weary  step,  entered  that 
place,  at  six  p.  m.  the  same  day.  We  soon  found 
this  town  to  be  a place,  whose  commercial  pursuits 
collected,  as  in  a focus,  the  diversified  inhabitants  of 
Asia,  Africa,  and  America;  and  her  quays  presented 
the  most  gratifying  spectacle,  resembling  a well- 
stocked  hive  of  bees. 

We  lost  no  time  in  visiting  the  docks,  those  gran 
depots  of  commercial  wealth,  and  w^ere  amazed  by 
the  contemplation  of  the  stupendous  pieces  of  naval 
architecture  which  there  presented  themselves,  with 
the  no  less  wonderful  complication  of  masts,  yards, 
blocks,  and  ropes.  The  first  impulse  of  surprise  had 
scarcely  subsided,  when  a genteel-looking  man  came 
up  to  us,  and  accosted  us  with,  “ What  ship,  young 
men  ?”  “ We  are  unprovided  with  one.  Sir,  said  1. 

He  quickly  replied,  that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to 
befriend  us,  if  the  sea  was  our  choice;  that,  if  we 
would  accompany  him,  he  would  not  only  introduce 
us  to  the  Captain,  but  ensure  us  engagements.  This 
was  gratifying  intelligence,  and  we  accepted  the 
seeming  favour  with  cheerfulness. 

We  accompanied  the  stranger  to  a vessel,  and  had 
not  been  long  on  board,  when  the  Captain  maxle  his 
appearance,  to  whom  we  were  introduced,  with  an 
intimation  of  our  intentions.  An  intimacy  seemed 
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to  subsist  between  them ; and  the  Captain  requested 
Mr.  Deacon  (as  he  called  him)  to  accompany  us  to 
his  house,  in  St.  Paul’s-square,  at  half-past  seven 
o’clock  that  evening.  We  bowed  to  the  Captain, 
and  went  with  this  good  man  (as  we  thought  him) 
to  his  residence,  in  Ormond-street ; where  Mrs. 
Deacon  received  us  with  a good  grace,  was  very 
affable,  prepared  for  us  a comfortable  repast,  and, 
with  much  humility,  washed  our  feet.  After  regal- 
ing, and  trimming  ourselves  out  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, Ave  repaired  to  St.  Paul’s-square,  to  meet  the 
Captain ; and  were  introduced  into  a room,  where 
sat  his  wife,  and  an  aged  lady,  both  of  whom  ap- 
peared embarrassed  on  our  entrance.  The  Captain, 
previously  acquainted  with  the  object  of  our  visit, 
without  ceremony  proceeded  to  read  over  to  us  cer- 
tain articles,  chiefly  relating  to  our  duty  on  board. 
We  then  received  fifty  shillings  each,  as  two  months 
pay  in  advance,  in  bills,  negotiable  at  those  empo- 
riums of  imposition,  the  slop-shops.  At  this  inter- 
view, we  learnt  that  the  Captain's  name  Avas  Evans, 
that  of  the  ship  Hudibras : and  here  I first  learned 
to  sympathise  in  another’s  grief.  Mrs.  Evans,  under 
evident  emotion,  drew  her  husband’s  attention  aside, 
when,  after  fixing  her’s  earnestly  on  us,  she  said 
something  to  him,  to  which  he  paid  no  respect;  she 
again  gazed  on  us,  and  then  gave  vent  to  suppressed 
feelings  in  a flood  of  tears.  The  old  lady  seemed 
confused ; and  I felt  I knew  not  how.  To  divine 
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tile  cause,  required  more  philosophy  than  I was 
master  of ; though  I have  often  thought  since,  that, 
jiossessed  of  a feeling  heart,  and  knowing  the  dangers 
of  a voyage  to  the  Coast  of  Guinea,  Mrs.  Evans  might, 
perhaps,  pity  the  fate  of  two  young  men,  whose  ap- 
pearance no  way  indicated  that  they  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  contend  with  hardships.  Here  Captain 
Evans  was  all  condescension,  politeness,  and  civility ; 
so  that  his  subsequent  actions  proved  him  to  be  a 
consummate  hypocrite ; for,  when  on  board  the  Hu- 
dibras,  he  was  morose,  peevish,  and  tyrannical.  In 
him  Avere  blended  the  most  discordant  passions:  this 
moment  phlegmatic,  the  next  choleric,  in  the  ex- 
treme : contracting  an  agreement,  your  very  humble 
servant ; his  end  attained,  an  unlimited  despot ! 

With  hearts  sensibly  affected  at  the  situation  of 
Mrs.  Evans,  we  bade  good  night  to  the  party,  Avent 
to  Mr.  Deacon’s,  where  Ave  Avere  again  kindly  received 
by  Mrs.  Deacon,  accommodated  Avith  supper  and  a 
bed,  and,  too  inexperienced  to  perceive  that  they 
Avere  baiting  Avith  a spi’at  to  catch  a mackerel,  Ave 
became  an  easy  prey  to  these  dealers  in  human  flesh. 
With  joyous  hearts  Ave  ro.se  the  next  morning,  paid 
an  early  visit  to  a slop-shop,  at  the  corner  of  the  Salt- 
house  Dock,  and,  Avithout  much  difficulty  or  scruple, 
rigged  ourselves  out,  seaman-like ; which  done,  our 
worthy  friend  told  us  in  plain  English,  that  it  was 
customary  for  persons  in  our  situation,  to  make  a 
very  handsome  present  to  the  indiAudual  who  pro- 
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cured  for  them  an  engagement;  but  that  a breeclies- 
piece  would  satisfy  him;  which  very  modest  de- 
mand we  complied  with,  and  paid  for  accordingly. 
Equipt  in  our  new  costume,  we  spent  the  day  in  per- 
ambulating the  streets,  and  surveying  the  differently 
constructed  vessels ; during  which  time  we  were 
frequently  importuned  to  leave  our  long  clothes  with 
Mrs.  Deacon,  who  would  take  the  greatest  care  of 
them,  as  they  would  be  of  infinite  service  to  us  on 
our  return  (which  her  husband  never  expected).  So 
pressing  were  his  solicitations,  and  so  unsuspecting 
our  minds,  that  we  consented  to  this  arrangement, 
and  never  saw  them  more  ! In  the  course  of  this 
day,  had  not  infatuation  warped  my  judgment,  or 
stupidity  hood-winked  reason,  I might  have  profited 
by  the  conversation  of  an  elderly  seafaring  man,  who 
unreservedly  depicted  the  horrors  of  a voyage  in  the 
slave-trade,  immured  in  the  loathsome  hull  of  a ship, 
where  the  healthy  and  the  sick  are  indiscriminately 
huddled  together,  with  scarcely  room  sufficient  to 
breathe  in ; besides  being  subjected  to  the  caprice 
and  ill  treatment  of  unprincipled  officers,  who,  he 
said,  were  too  often  selected  from  the  desperate  and 
abandoned.  With  emphatic  earnestness  he  assured 
me,  that  such  a voyage  proved  a grave  to  hundreds 
yearly,  and  that  thousands  deplored  the  day  when 
they  first  engaged  in  so  horrid  a traffic.  But  the 
old  man  might  as  well  have  whistled  to  the  winds. 
Unable  to  invalidate  his  assertions,  though  unwilling 
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to  be  thought  incapable  of  a reply,  I,  ignorantly 
enough,  answered,  that  others  had  risked  their  lives 
and  fortune,  therefore  why  might  not  I ? Thus,  m 
an  unguarded  moment,  I spurned  that  advice,  which, 
if  cherished  and  acted  upon,  would  have  prevented 
whole  weeks  and  months  of  anxious  solicitude,  and 
removed  me  far  from  scenes,  which  I afterwards  be- 
held, outraging  the  best  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  sink- 
ing God’s  rational  creatures  below  the  level  of  brutes! 

On  the  third  day,  we  were  informed,  that  the 
Hudibras  was  about  to  sail.  Our  trunks  were 
still  in  Ormond-street,  whither  we  hastened,  and 
immediately  had  them  removed  to  the  ship,  which 
we  found,  on  our  arrival,  clearing  out  of  dock ; we 
jumped  on  board,  shook  hands  with  Mr.  Deacon, 
bidding  him  farew'ell,  and  rendered  what  assistance 
we  could  in  getting  her  into  the  river.  This  was 
effected  in  excellent  order,  and  she  now  rode  majes- 
tically on  the  green  waves  of  the  Mersey,  drifting  to 
the  Cheshire  shore.  We  cast  anchor  between  Sea- 
combe  and  the  Rock  Perch,  opposite  the  Magazine, 
and  received  on  board  60  barrels  of  gunpowder  for 
the  African  trade.  Of  the  principles  of  tliis  trade  I 
gained  a cursory  knowledge,  during  tlie  three  days 
we  remainetl  in  the  river,  from  the  information  of 
several  of  the  hands,  who  had  been  some  time  in  the 
same  employ.  Activity  was  now  seen  in  every  de- 
partment; the  watches  were  formed;  hammocks 
served  out,  and  spunyam  given  to  sling  them  with. 
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Mine  I slung  in  no  contemptible  way,  by  paying 
attention  to  others  who  were  proficients  therein. 
I now  discovered  my  want  of  a bed,  which  the 
officious  Mr.  Deacon,  in  his  zeal  to  take  care  of  our 
clothes,  forgot  to  point  out  to  me,  as  essentially 
necessary. 

What  was  to  be  done  ? A bed  I had  not,  and  I 
might  as  well  have  thought  of  discovering  the  per- 
petual motion,  as  of  purchasing  one,  after  fitting 
up  an  apology  for  a wardrobe,  and  satisfying  Mr. 
Deacon,  for  bed  and  board,  out  of  fifty  shillings.  I 
had,  however,  consolation,  by  comparison,  in  know- 
ing that  others  were  as  wretched  as  myself,  many 
of  the  crew  being  almost  in  a state  of  nudity.  Still, 
this  was  but  cold  comfort  to  my  wearied  sides,  as  1 
lay  in  my  bare  hammock,  reflecting  on  the  choice  I 
had  made,  as  I now  found  out  I had  made  a bad 
speculation  ; though  this  was  only  the  beginning  of 
hardships,  which,  from  this  moment,  began  to  be 
tangible.  On  Sunday,  the  day  before  we  sailed, 
several  persons  came  on  board,  bringing  with  them 
small  presents  for  their  acquaintances ; but  no  Mr. 
Deacon  came;  he,  good  man,  was  perhaps,  very 
humanely  providing  comfortably  for  other  unthink- 
ing adventurers ; for,  as  I subsequently  found,  he 
was  one  of  those  men,  who  infest  the  streets  of  large 
maritime  towns,  and  profit  by  deluding  youth; 
whose  manners  are  engaging,  the  better  to  deceive ; 
who,  expert  in  chicanery  and  low  cunning,  under 
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the  guise  of  fair  dealing,  fleece  the  unwary ; and, 
witli  the  loudest  professions  of  honour,  ruin  the 
vinsuspecting  ! I had  by  this  time  found  out  my 
error  ; but  had  address  enough  to  conceal  my 
chagrin  and  disappointment.  On  Monday,  we  got 
under  way,  left  the  river,  and  proceeded  to  sea. 

When  the  pilot  left  us,  I transmitted  by  him  a 
letter  to  my  father,  informing  him  of  the  steps  I had 
taken,  hoping  it  would  dispel  any  gloom  that  might 
have  arisen  in  the  family,  in  consequence  of  my 
abrupt  departure.  I soon  was  convinced  tliat  Capt. 
Evans  kept  no  cats  but  what  caught  mice.  Spun- 
yarn,  sinnet,  mats,  and  netting,  were  the  products 
of  the  crew’s  industry ; and,  as  I expected  that  all 
would  be  rewarded  according  to  merit,  assiduity  was 
my  motto.  I made  wonderful  advances  in  knotting, 
splicing,  &c.  and  felt  pleasure  in  becoming  useful, 
whenever  opportunity  presented  itself.  Our  crew 
consisted  of  nearly  forty  persons,  with  the  whole  of 
whom  I soon  became  acquainted  j nor  w as  I remiss 
in  gaining  a knowledge  ot  the  dispositions  of  the 
officers,  which  enabled  me  to  humour  their  caprices, 
and  thereby  sometimes  escape  the  severity  ol  their 
frowns.  As  in  the  course  of  the  narrative,  I shall 
have  occasion  to  speak  more  or  less  oi  tlie  different 
officers,  it  will  perhaps  be  the  most  eligible  way  of 
introducing  them  to  the  notice  of  the  reader,  to  give 
the  name  of  each,  with  their  respective  offices  at- 
tached thereto,  according  to  precedency,  first  making 
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It  known  that  each  officer  puts  in  his  claim  to  the 


honour  of  a Mr.,  thus : — 

Mr.  Jenkins  Evans 

Mr.  Knowland 

Mr.  Brown 

Mr.  Jarratt 

Mr.  Aspinall 

Mr. 

Mr.  Dickinson 

Mr.  King 

^Ir.  Ditchburn 

..  Boatswain. 

Mr.  Bowen 

...Ditto’s  Mate. 

A mate  of  the  Preston,  of  Liverpool,  dying,  Mr. 
Aspinall  left  ii«ngland,  in  expectation  of  succeeding 
him  as  second  mate;  but,  on  our  arrival  in  Africa, 
he  found  that  Captain  Brighouse,  of  the  Preston,  had 
engaged  another  person ; he  therefore  remained  in 
the  Hudibras. 

When  we  had  been  at  sea  about  a fortnight,  one  of 
the  crew,  James  Sullivan,  had  nearly  met  his  fate, 
under  the  following  circumstances.  Being  delirious 
in  a typhus  fever,  he  got  out  of  his  hammock,  in  the 
fore  hatchway,  and  was  missing  for  a considerable 
time  ; notwithstanding  the  most  diligent  search  was 
made  in  every  part  of  the  ship.  The  general  opinion 
was,  that  the  poor  fellow  had  missed  stays,  and  found 
ease  to  his  sufferings  in  a watery  grave;  but,  as 
chance,  or  casualty,  often  effects  what  the  most 
systematic  process  labours  after  in  vain,  so  Sullivan, 
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when  given  up  for  lost,  was  discovered  in  a curious 
situation  ; laid  on  a half  barrel  of  pitch,  tlie  contents 
of  which,  from  the  heat  of  his  body,  had  melted,  and 
had  nearly  enveloped  him  on  all  sides.  As  sailors, 
in  general,  are  not  cast  in  melancholy  s mould,  though 
influenced  by  pity  for  suffering  humanity,  to  see  a 
man  nearly  overhead  in  pitch,  struggling  like  a bird 
on  a limed  twig,  was  too  much  to  suppress  risibility. 
However,  no  time  was  lost  in  extricating  him,  though 
effected  with  more  difficulty  than  weighing  the 
anchor.  The  next  day,  to  the  great  astonishment  of 
all,  he  was  quite  sensible : the  fever  left  him,  and  he 
recovered  rapidly. 

About  this  time,  “ a dismal  gloom  obscured  the 
face  of  day.”  Nature  seemed  ruffled,  and  gave  indi- 
cations of  elemental  strife.  The  mind,  though  rapid 
in  its  operations,  had  scarcely  time  to  think,  ere  all 
was  in  commotion:  the  clouds,  unable  to  restrain 
the  lightning’s  force,  poured  down  such  torrents  of 
rain,  that  timidity  might  have  been  excused,  in 
apprehending  a second  deluge.  Flash  succeeded 
flash  in  dreadful  quickness;  and  the  tremendous 
roar  of  the  largest  park  of  artillery  that  ambition 
ever  opened  on  the  field  of  carnage,  was  as  the 
whisper  of  a zephyr,  compared  w ith  the  reverber- 
ated peals  of  thunder,  tliat  seemed  to  shake  heaven’s 
dome ! 

All  hands  were  now  on  deck ; not  a soul  was 
unemployed,  whom  health  rendered  capable  of 
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exertion;  my  province  was,  to  assist  Mr.  Watson,  the 
cooper,  to  collect  fresh  water,  from  the  break  of  the 
quarter-deck,  for  the  use  of  the  poultry : a bucket 
was  what  I made  use  of;  the  cooper  had  a tin  can. 
As  I could  not  boast  of  many  changes  of  garments, 
and  as  the  rain  poured  down  incessantly,  I stripped 
off  my  jacket  and  shirt,  in  order  to  keep  them  dry. 
Never  had  I witnessed  such  a storm  before,  and 
what  rendered  it  more  terrific  was,  the  main-top- 
gallant-mast-head  was  struck  with  a force,  which 
made  a dreadful  crash,  and  with  it  were  struck  the 
whole  ship’s  company,  except  Jeremiah  Shells,  a 
young  man  belonging  to  Liverpool,  who  was  on  the 
bowsprit.  The  tin  can  was  wrenched  out  of  the 
cooper's  hand  with  great  violence,  nor  could  it  ever 
be  found  afterwards ; his  wrist  suffered  much,  and 
he  thought  it  had  been  twisted  round.  I was  struck 
across  my  hips,  just  where  the  waistband  of  my 
trowsers  encircled  me.  To  me  the  shock  appeared 
like  a strong  charge  frpm  a powerful  electrical  appa- 
ratus. Nearly  the  whole  of  the  hands  were  knocked 
down,  and  remained  in  a state  of  insensibility  for 
several  seconds.  The  cooper,  as  well  as  myself, 
kept  his  feet.  Captain  Evans  imagined  that  he  alone 
was  hurt,  and  withdrew  immediately  into  the  cabin. 
After  the  Hudibras  was  struck,  the  lightning  became 
less  vivid,  the  thunder  less  loud,  and  the  electrified 
crew  formed  a ludicrous  group ; some  scratching 
their  heads;  some  staring  as  if  suddenly  roused 
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from  sleep ; others  rubbing  the  benumbed  parts ; 
and  one  poor  fellow,  in  the  simplicity  of  his  heart, 
feeling  if  his  head  was  on,  exclaimed,  “ they  are 
playing  with  heavy  marbles  above!”  The  storm 
gradually  died  away,  and  nature  resumed  a happy 
trancniillity. 

Time,  that  measures  the  duration  of  all  things, 
witnessed  our  approach  to  the  Tropic  of  Cancer , in 
crossing  which,  a ridiculous  custom  must  be  com- 
plied with  by  all  who  have  not  crossed  it  before. 
The  institution  seems  to  have  originated  m days  of 
Pagan  superstition,  as  it  is  a kind  of  offering  to  their 
sea-god;  to  appease  his  anger,  and  ensure  to  them 
a happy  and  prosperous  voyage ; though  now  de- 
generated into  low  buffoonery,  and  only  resorted 
to,  as  a means  of  forcing  a readier  compliance  with 
tJie  demand  of  Neptune,  to  pay  two  gallons  of  brandy 
each.  It  is  called  shaving,  and  shaving  it  is  with  a 
v/itness:  the  lather,  for  the  operation,  consists  of 
tar,  oil,  the  excrements  of  fowls,  or  any  other  animai 
on  board,  and  all  the  filth  that  can  be  raked  together, 
so  that,  when  it  is  fit  to  besmear  the  chin  of  the  ad- 
venturer, it  surpasses  in  nastiness  the  celebrated 
Maw-Wallap  of  the  facetious  Dean  Swift.  In  the 
present  instance,  it  v.’as  prepared  by  one  Antonio, 
a Lascai' ; and  was  not  of  the  cleanliest  sort.  There 
were  fourteen  on  board,  who  had  to  offer  at  the 
shrine  of  this  water  Deity ; all  of  whom  were  now 
ordered  below.  As  resistance  would  have  availed 
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Its  nothing,  we  without  ceremony  complied,  wlien 
the  hatchways  were  closed  upon  us,  to  keep  us  ig- 
norant of  what  was  going  on  upon  deck ; for  now 
all  is  mystery; — above  board,  tittering  and  laughing ; 
below,  anxious  suspense.  When  all  things  were 
ready,  a conversation  took  place  on  deck,  as  if  a 
sail  hove  in  sight.  As  Gods  could  transport  them- 
selves from  place  to  place,  without  waiting  the  dull 
round  of  time  required  for  other  ships  to  traverse 
distance  in,  our  ship  was  instantly  hailed,  and  an- 
swered by  the  Captain,  who,  very  politely,  ordered 
a rope  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  august  Deity.  Imagination  supposes  the  vessel 
brought  to,  when  Neptune  honours  the  ship  with 
his  presence,  and  very  familiarly  enters  into  conver- 
sation with  the  Captain  and  Mates;  the  whole  of 
which  we  were  allowed  to  hear,  though  strictly 
prevented  from  having  one  solitary  peep  at  either 
the  God  or  his  trident.  The  first  question  put  by 
Neptune  was,  what  passage  we  had  made  the  tropic 
in  ? He  next  inquired,  what  ships  would  leave  Li- 
verpool soon  ? and  then  (betraying  great  ignorance 
for  a God),  said,  he  expected  us  much  sooner ! 
Lastly,  the  most  important  question  of  all  (to  a God 
who  delights  in  brandy)  was  asked ; that  is,  how 
many  have  you  on  board  who  have  never  crossed 
the  tropic  before.?  This,  translated  into  the  lan- 
guage of  mortals,  is,  what  quantity  of  grog  will 
there  be  to  bouse  ? He  was  told  the  number,  which 
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made  him  chuckle  and  laugh ! He  next  desired 
the  Captain  to  let  him  see  one  of  us ; the  boatswain 
was  instantly  sent  below,  the  hatch  having  previously 
been  removed,  in  order  to  facilitate  our  hearing ; 
with  a bandage,  he  hoodwinked  one,  who  had  to  be 
shaved,  and  then  led  him  upon  the  deck ; having 
conducted  eight  others,  in  a similar  manner,  before 
the  same  great  personage,  my  turn  arrived.  ^ hen 
I got  upon  deck  (blindfolded)  my  hands  were 
placed  on  my  back,  and  tied  there.  In  this  trim, 

I was  led  forward,  to  near  the  fore-shrouds,  and 
placed  upon  a seat,  witli  my  legs  dangling  down, 
suppoi*ted  by  a person  on  each  side  of  me.  Thus 
elevated  and  pinioned,  with  a head  stored  with 
childish  notions  of  Neptunes  and  Venuses,  whom  I 
had  read  of  in  Heathen  mythology;  and  a heart  pal- 
pitating at  the  uncertainty  of  what  I was  about  to 
undergo;  I was  asked,  in  a most  singular  voice,  “Pray, 
where  do  you  come  from  ?”  Though  Yorkshire,  I 
was  honest ; and  spoke  the  truth  : I had  no  sooner 
done  so,  than  (my  mouth  not  yet  shut)  slap  came  the 
shaver’s  lather  brush  into  it,  well  primetl ! I startled, 
but  could  not  startle  my  supporters  away  : like  those 
of  armorial  bearings,  tliey  seemed  insensible.  I was 
next  asked,  my  motive  for  going  to  sea?  to  which, 
■w  hen  I was  returning  an  answer,  souse  came  Antonio’s 
lather-brush  a second  time ; more  free  than  welcome. 
Numberless  other  questions  w^ere  asked ; but,  as  I 
felt  no  desire  to  have  my  teeth  knocked  down  my 
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throat,  or  my  mouth  filled  with  such  abominably 
nauseous  filth,  I began  to  be  more  reserved  in  my 
answers.  This  finished  the  first  act  I was  then 
sworn,  in  a similar  manner  to  that  practised  at  High- 
gate;  viz.  that  I should  never  eat  brown  bread  when 
I could  get  white,  unless  I liked  it  better ; that  I 
should  never  marry  the  servant  when  I could  marry 
the  mistress,  unless  I liked  her  better ; and  others 
equally  edifying.  This  over,  Neptune  ordered  me 
to  be  finished,  which  I nearly  was  with  the  stinking 
compound.  In  a moment,  my  face  and  part  of  my 
hair  were  covered  with  the  scented  lather,  when  the 
shaver,  perhaps,  pitying  my  beardless  chin,  gently 
drew  his  razor  (if  such  it  might  be  called)  across  my 
face ; though,  not  so  gently,  as  to  prevent  the  inflic- 
tion of  pain.  ’Twas  a piece  of  an  old  iron  hoop,  with 
an  edge  much  resembling  a saw,  which  he  bran- 
dished in  so  many  directions,  tliat  he  might  have 
been  describing  the  mariner’s  compass  on  my  face. 
On  a signal  given,  the  seat  was  drawn  from  under 
me,  and  down  I went  into  a butt,  nearly  filled  with 
water ; still  hoodwinked,  I thought  I was  overboard, 
and  as  I could  not  get  my  hands  released,  fear  pos- 
sessed my  mind  for  the  moment ; but,  tlie  desired 
effect  being  produced,  I was  soon  extricated,  and  the 
bandage  removed  from  my  eyes,  though  my  arms 
were  still  tied  behind  me.  As  four  others  had  to  be 
interrogated,  sworn,  and  finished,  I soon  discovered 
who  were  the  principal  actors  in  this  marine  farce. 
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I was  conducted  to  the  other  side  of  tlie  ship,  and 
placed  in  a line  with  my  companions  and  co-partners 
in  smutty  faces,  to  whom  I was  fastened  by  a rope 
that  was  passed  betwixt  the  body  and  arm.  Several 
of  the  crew,  who  were  stationed  upon  the  Ijooms, 
amused  themselves,  but  mortified  us,  by  continuall) 
throwing  water  over  us,  which  tliey  did  with  as  much 
politeness  as  the  keeper  of  a menagerie  of  wild  beasta 
does  the  same  office  to  a bear  from  the  polar  regions. 
Neptune  was  personated  by  the  carpenter,  a Dutch- 
man, who  spoke  broken  English,  and  who,  by  intro- 
ducing something  into  his  mouth,  altered  his  articu- 
lation  and  the  tone  of  his  voice  so  much,  as  to  prevent 
a discovery  of  who  w'as  the  deified  sailor  ; his  part 
was  most  admirably  performed,  reflecting  honour  on 
the  Pagan  God  of  the  ocean. 

The  last  of  the  fourteen  was  Mr  Dickinson,  who 
not  only  made  great  resistance,  but  refused  to  pay 
his  brandy : this  was  unpardonable ; force  was  em- 
j)loyed,  the  crew  arguing  that  the  vessel  w'as  not  to 
be  wrecked,  or  unlucky,  for  the  sake  of  saving  Ins 
tv/o  gallons  of  brandy.  To  work  went  the  razor, 
with  a vengeance : still  his  pocket  would  not  bleed, 
though  his  face  did,  being  scratched  all  over:  Nep- 
tune was  not  to  be  bamboozled ; another  method 
was  resorted  to,  and  Mr.  Dickinson  soon  found  him- 
self placed  astride  of  an  iron  crow-bar,  fast  to  a 
rope,  leading  on  deck ; the  necessary  rigging  was 
got  out,  and  he  was  hoisted  up  to  the  fore-yard-arm, 
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for  the  purpose  of  washing  away  his  stubbornness, 
by  letting  him  fall  souse  into  the  sea ; and  a miser- 
able figure  he  cut,  thus  suspended  between  heaven 
and  the  ocean,  an  object  (as  the  sailors  termed  him) 
unworthy  of  a birth  in  either.  Well  acquainted 
with  the  rough  natures  of  sailors,  when  likely  to 
lose  their  grog,  he  became  alarmed,  and  consented  to 
pay  in  the  same  manner  as  the  rest  ,•  though  not 
before  he  heard  it  observed  by  one,  that  “ if  he  got 
under  the  vessel  no  matter,  a surgeon’s  mate  could 
soon  be  procured.”  He  was  then  slung  on  board, 
i-eleased  from  his  perch,  and  linked  to  his  less  obsti- 
nate fellow-sufferers.  We  were  soon  after  liberated  ; 
a general  scouring  took  place ; grog  without  mea- 
S-Uie  was  allowed  us,  and  we  finished  the  farce  in 
good  humour,  with  songs,  toasts,  and  anecdotes. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Ship  makes  the  African  Coast  at  Cape  MounW-A  Shark  taken^ 
The  Boatswain  discharged  for  incompetency-ftGame  of  the 
Miller  and  the  Farmer— Hardships  suffered  by  the  Author- 
Severe  Accident — Ship  arrives  at  Old  Calabar — Party  of  Blacks 
come  on  board— Preparations  made  for  receiving  Slaves — Duke 
Town— Adventure  of  the  Author  in  Liverpool  Hall— Forms  an 
Acquaintance  with  a Negro  Family — Their  Food,  and  Manner 
of  Eating— Polygamy  among  the  Natives— Young  Black,  of 
Enshee  Town— The  Chief,  Enshee  Tom— Punishment  of  Adul- 
tery— A Child  carried  off  by  a Tiger,  but  recovered  unhurt— 
Slaves  received  on  board^Bad  and  scanty  Food  of  the  Crew— 
The  Sailors  driven  by  Hunger  to  Theft— -Author  loses  all  his 
Clothes— William  Jones  dies  from  the  effect  of  Knowland’s 
cruelty— Danger  of  the  Wood-cutters  from  Tigers  and  Alliga- 
tors— Adventure  of  Ditchburn. 


The  first  land  we  made  on  the  African  Coast  was 
Cape  Mount,  where  two  ships  were  lying  at  anchor, 
but  a heavy  squall  coming  on,  we  were  prevented 
from  going  near  to  them.  On  this  part  of  the  Coast, 
during  the  middle  watch,  we  took  a shark,  measur- 
ing about  six  feet  in  length ; our  bait  was  a piece  of 
salt  beef,  fastened  to  a hook  and  chain.  We  had 
great  difficulty  in  getting  it  on  board;  but  this  we 
effected,  by  throwing  and  drawing  a noose  tight 
over  its  tail;  when  brought  on  board,  it  flounced 
about  in  a wonderful  manner,  and  beat  the  deck 
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with  great  violence.  The  rope  that  formed  the 
noose  was  fastened  to  a ring  bolt,  upon  deck,  and 
he  was  hoisted  up  by  the  hook  and  chain;  when 
per|>endicularly  extended,  an  incision  was  made  in 
his  belly,  and  the  intestines  taken  out ; but  so  tena- 
cious was  the  fish  of  life,  that  animation  remained 
twelve  hours  after  his  entrails  were  thrown  away. 
When  dead,  and  cut  up,  one  part  of  him  fell  to  the 
share  of  the  pigs,  another  part  to  me ; mine  I care- 
fully preserved  in  a beef  cask,  amongst  some  of  the 
pickle,  and  ate  it  with  avidity,  in  a half  raw  state, 
as  opportunity  served;  for,  to  the  eternal  disgrace 
of  Captain  Evans,  or  those  in  whose  employ  he 
sailed,  we  had  a scanty  allowance  of  provisions 
from  the  time  of  our  leaving  Liverpool,  which  de- 
creased  weekly,  till  we  reached  Old  Calabar,  a space 
of  eight  weeks.  My  digestive  powers  had  under- 
gone a change,  since  I left  Leeds;  I was  not  quite 
so  delicate  in  my  choice  of  food,  when  a slice  of 
shark  s flesh  afforded  me  an  agreeable  repast. 

It  was  now  discovered,  that  Ditchburn  was  incom- 
petent to  fill  the  situation  he  had  shipped  for;  when 
Bowen,  his  Mate,  superseded  him.  This  was  matter 
of  joy  to  all  the  men  before  the  mast,  for  he  was 
much  disliked  by  them  for  the  brutality  of  his  con- 
duct. No  sooner  was  he  cashiered,  than  his  life 
became  a burthen  to  him ; he  was  knocked  about 
from  pillar  to  post,  and  so  unpleasant  was  his  situa- 
tion become,  that  he  attempted  to  commit  suicide, 
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but  was  prevented.  This  afforded  me  an  useful 
lesson,  never  to  arrogate  to  myself  abilities  which 
I did  not  possess ; and  well  would  it  be  for  society, 
did  youth  in  general  profit  from  experience,  by 
avoiding  the  foibles  they  observe  in  others. 

We  were  now  becalmed  for  several  days ; and  of 
course  made  no  way  towards  the  place  of  our  desti- 
nation. Such  a state  makes  time  appear  irksome, 
unless  the  mind  is  diverted  from  reflection  by  sur- 
rounding objects,  or  roused  from  the  supineness 
such  a state  favours,  by  the  employment  of  the  cor- 
poreal faculties.  So  thought  Captain  Evans  and  the 
other  officers,  when  they  proposed  that  the  whole 
ship’s  company  should  amuse  themselves  with  a 
divei’sion,  called  the  Miller  and  the  Farmer.  Expe- 
rience proved  this  to  be  little  better  than  crossing 
the  tropic,  though  called  a diversion.  Knowdand 
was  the  farmer ; the  Dutch  carpenter,  the  miller  : 
the  other  officers  were  the  farmer  and  miller’s  men ; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  crew  represented  sacks  of 
corn : the  tubs  and  other  vessels,  filled  with  water, 
were  placed  on  the  booms.  The  mill  stood  near  to 
the  windlass,  and  was  no  other  than  a large  barrel, 
standing  upright;  on  the  top  of  the  barrel  were 
placed  a number  of  swivel  shot,  covered  over  vdth 
a wooden  bow  l ; by  moving  wdiich,  in  different  di- 
rections, a noise  was  produced,  imitative  of  a corn 
mill  at  work.  The  scupper  holes  were  plugged  up, 
and  the  deck  covered  with  w^ater,  as  high  as  the 
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coamings  of  the  hatchway  would  allow.  We  were 
now  to  conceal  ourselves  in  any  part  of  the  ship, 
and  whoever  remained  undiscovered  one  hour  was 
to  remain  free,  and  to  assist  in  weighing  the  sacks 
of  corn,  that  were  found  within  the  given  time. 
Only  one  person  escaped  discovery,  who  concealed 
himself  under  a large  quantity  of  potatoes,  in  an  iron 
boiler.  My  retreat  was  astride  tlie  bobstay,  close  to 
the  stem  of  the  vessel ; where  I remained  in  con- 
cealment till  the  time  was  very  nearly  expired.  On 
discoveiy,  each  person  had  his  hands  tied  on  his 
back,  while  those  on  the  booms,  who  had  buckets 
for  the  purpose,  threw  water  on  whomsoever  they 
pleased.  Poor  Ditchburn  was  nearly  drowned.  Ail 
this  time  the  mill  was  at  work,  and  amused  us  with 
its  discordant  rumblings ; which  Mynheer  laboured 
hard  to  produce ; performing  the  part  of  the  miller 
with  as  much  judgment  as  he  had  done  that  of  Nep- 
tune. We  were  now  to  be  weighed,  four  sacks  at 
a time ; two  of  us  were  laid  on  our  backs,  across  a 
strap,  and  received  two  others  upon  us ; the  strap 
was  drawn  ti^ht;  when,  by  means  of  blocks,  we 
were  hoisted  about  a yard  from  the  deck,  and,  in 
this  uncomfortable  situation,  remained  half  a minute. 
To  me  this  short  time  appeared  an  age ; as  my  back 
was  nearly  broken,  the  breath  almost  pressed  out  of 
me,  and,  from  the  circumstance  of  being  on  my  back, 

I was  almost  suffocated,  for  we  were  not  only  ex- 
posed to  the  discharge  of  whole  buckets  of  water, 
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from  the  booms,  but  were  soused  into  the  water  on 
tlie  deck.  When  all  the  sacks  were  weighed,  the 
dousing  witli  water  became  general ; no  respect  was 
paid  to  persons,  and  the  officers  received  their  share 
in  full  j this  induced  the  captain  to  stop  the  mill, 
as  he  was  apprehensive  that,  though  we  could 
not  “ raise  the  wind”  so  long  wanted  to  fill  our 
sails,  we  could  and  were  in  a likely  way  to  kick  up 
a breeze. 

Such  bustling  scenes  as  these,  together  with  catch- 
ing porpoises,  sharks,  dolphins,  flying  fish,  &c.  pre- 
vented reflection  from  depressing  my  spirits,  or  I 
believe  I should  have  sunk  under  the  pressure  of 
conspiring  circumstances;  for  I not  only  had  to 
encounter  the  severity  of  petulant  and  unfeeling 
officers,  but  also  short  allowance  of  provisions,  and 
those  provisions  bad,  hard  labour,  and,  as  I have 
before  mentioned,  the  want  of  a bed.  From  the 
last  circumstance,  I never  enjoyed  a sound  sleep 
during  the  whole  passage;  which  was  the  cause  of 
a serious  accident  befalling  me.  Seated  near  the 
main  hatchway,  along  witli  two  or  three  messmates, 
at  the  very  witching  hour  of  night,”  telling  long 
stories,  as  the  custom  is  on  board  a ship;  over- 
powered for  want  of  sleep,  I answered  not  a question 
that  was  addressed  to  me  by  one  of  the  party ; when 
another,  William  Jones,  incautiously  seizing  a bucket, 
in  which  a number  of  salt  herrings  were  steeping, 
threw  the  whole  into  my  face.  Roused  by  such 
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an  unexpected  salute,  and  starting  up  in  confusion, 

I fell  into  the  hatchway,  amongst  some  casks ; by 
which  fall  one  of  my  legs  was  dreadfully  lacerated. 
The  surgeon  paid  every  attention  to  me,  and  I ex- 
pected an  early  cure ; but  was  cruelly  disappointed ; 
for,  whether  from  change  of  diet,  or  some  other 
cause  unknOwh  to  me,  it  baffled  his  skill. 

We  made  land  on  a Sunday  morning,  at  Benin 
(in  Africa),  which  is  rather  low  and  woody,  though 
it  exhibits  many  beautiful  landscapes.  Its  air,  in 
sOme  places,  is  pestilential,  on  account  of  the  va- 
pours arising  frorti  the  marshes,  with  which  it 
abounds.  AS  we  approached  the  bar  of  the  river 
leading  to  Calabar,  we  brought  up  and  fired  swivel 
guns  several  times,  as  a signal  to  the  vessels  anchored 
at  that  townii 

Possessing,  in  some  degree,  a taste  for  dra-^ing, 
the  surrounding  scenery,  diversified  with  objects  so 
dissimilar  to  European  landscapes,  and  rendered 
more  interesting  by  numerous  fishing  canoes  that 
covered  the  bay,  raised  sensations  in  my  breast 
which  I had  never  felt  before,  and  made  me  in  a 
great  measure  forget  my  troubles. 

One  of  these  canoes,  containing  two  men  and  one 
boy,  negroes,  came  alongside:  they  immediately 
entered  into  discourse  with  us,  speaking  English, 
and  exchanged  yams  and  fish,  which  they  had  just 
taken,  for  beef  and  biscuits.  Another  canoe  came 
up  to  uS,  containing  twelve  or  fourteen  blacks,  two 
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of  whom  came  on  board,  ascending  the  ship  with 
great  celerity.  They  appeared  to  be  superior  men, 
or  chiefs;  their  hair  was  curiously  plaited;  each 
wore  a white  or  drab-coloured  hat,  and  had  a piece 
of  blue  cotton  cloth  tied  round  the  waist ; the  others 
were  naked,  and,  to  me,  had  a frightful  appearance. 
In  their  conversation  with  the  captain,  they  informed 
him  that  they  were  going  to  catch  slaves ; most  pro- 
bably by  making  war  on  some  unarmed  villages,  as 
the  canoe  was  fitted  up  for  operations  of  offence  or 
of  defence ; having  a six-pounder  lashed  in  the 
bows,  on  each  side  of  which  was  a large  blunder- 
buss; and  in  the  middle  of  the  canoe,  under  a 
canopy,  were  deposited  fire  arms,  cutlasses,  and 
other  weapons.  After  parleying  with  the  captain 
some  time,  they  shook  him  cordially  by  the  hand ; 
and  returned  to  their  canoe,  which  dropped  astern 
of  the  Hudibras.  The  negroes,  wdth  much  anima- 
tion, commenced  paddling ; keeping  time  with  their 
paddles  to  a song,  which  they  all  joined  in  singing, 
apparently  full  of  mirth  and  good  humour. 

In  the  course  of  the  day,  the  Langdale,  of  Liver- 
pool, hove  in  sight;  and  a boat,  belonging  to  the 
Preston,  of  the  same  port,  came  sailing  down  the 
river  to  us.  In  it  was  Captain  Brighouse,  with  four 
black  boys ; he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  river, 
and  came  to  pilot  us  up  it,  as  is  customary  for  the 
oldest  captain  to  do.  So,  taking  advantage  of  the 
first  flood-tide,  we,  together  with  the  Langdale,  got 
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under  way^  arrived  at  Calabar  the  next  morning, 
and  brought  up,  opposite  to  Old  or  Duke  Town, 
where  we  found  the  Preston,  Rodney,  William,  and 
the  Three  Brothers,  all  of  Liverpool ; one  ship  from 
Bristol ; and  a large  French  ship.  Each  side  of  the 
river,  from  nearly  its  entrance  to  Calabar,  is  adorned 
and  most  agreeably  shaded  by  large  trees.  The  river 
is  wide  and  deep,  and  divided  by  Parrot  Island ; 
after  passing  which  its  width  is  very  considerably  in- 
creased, in  a direct  course  to  Old  Calabar,  and  is  the 
most  beautiful  sheet  of  "water  I ever  beheld. 

From  dusk  in  the  evening,  till  the  sun  gilds  the 
horizon  with  his  morning  beams,  the  bull-frogs  and 
crickets  are  heard  in  noisy  concert,  interrupted  at 
intervals  by  the  discordant  howling  of  numerous 
wild  beasts,  prowling  about  in  search  of  a precarious 
subsistence,  or  fighting  with  each  other  over  some 
devoted  victim. 

During  our  first  day’s  stay,  numerous  were  the 
canoes  that  came  alongside  of  us:  many  of  the  traders 
and  chiefs,  with  their  wives,  came  on  board ; one  of 
whom,  a corpulent  lady,  with  her  hair  all  drawn 
together  on  the  crown  of  her  head,  tied  with  a red 
riband,  used  some  unbecoming  gestures ; but  all  the 
other  females  conducted  themselves  modestly,  and 
some  even  with  chaste  reserve. 

Preparations  were  now  to  be  made  for  receiving 
the  unfortunate  sons  and  daughters  of  Africa;  not 
as  fellow  creatures,  possessing  powers  capable  of 
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improving  in  a wonderful  degree ; but  as  a degraded 
race,  unworthy  to  enjoy  the  blessing  of  freedom,  in 
God’s  free  air,  and  therefore  doomed  to  perpetual 
exile,  and  all  the  accompanying  ills  of  such  a state. 
The  ship  was  unrigged,  all  the  masts,  except  the 
lower  ones,  were  taken  down,  and  tarpauling  was 
spread  over  the  ship : all  the  other  vessels  were 
thatched,  like  the  houses  ashore.  Between  decks 
was  made  ready  for  the  slaves,  platforms  placed  for 
them  to  lie  on,  &c.  The  wooding  parties  were 
formed;  the  watches  appointed,  and  divided  into 
three,  to  commence  at  eight  o’clock  at  night,  and 
terminate  at  five  in  the  morning.  I was  attached  to 
the  yawl,  which  afforded  me  many  opportunities  of 
going  ashore,  and  enabled  me  to  make  more  obser- 
vations than  I otherwise  could  have  done. 

Duke  Town  is  not  very  extensive,  rather  exceed- 
ing a quarter  of  a mile  in  length ; nor  are  there  any 
buildings  in  it  commanding  admiration,  with  the 
exception  of  Liverpool  Hall,  which  is  two  stories 
high.  The  houses,  in  general,  are  low,  made  of 
wickerwork,  and  cased  inside  and  out  with  mud  : 
the  floors  are  covered  with  an  earth  resembling 
yellow  ochre ; and  the  roofs  project  five  or  six  feet 
from  the  wall,  under  which  the  natives  generally  sit, 
to  eat  their  victuals.  Each  house  is  surrounded  by 
a wall,  four  or  five  feet  high,  forming  a square.  In 
the  centre  thereof  is  usually  a post,  fast  in  the  ground, 
to  which,  cruel  as  it  may  appear,  they  tie  a living 
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goat,  by  its  hind  legs,  there  letting  it  remain,  as  long 
as  it  will  hold  together.  As  putridity  soon  succeeds 
the  death  of  the  animal,  the  offensive  carcase  is 
in  a short  time  covered  with  myriads  of  maggots ; 
these,  continually  falling  to  the  ground,  are  devoured 
with  avidity  by  poultry,  who  are  constant  attendants 
on  these  parts  of  the  premises,  and  frequently  fly  up 
against  the  putrid  goat,  in  order  to  shake  therefrom 
what  to  them  is  a most  delicious  repast.  The  fetid 
smell  arising  from  these  putrescent  carcases,  -with 
the  dead  bodies  of  innumerable  reptiles,  &c.  that  are 
spread  over  the  face  of  the  country,  by  means  of  the 
water,  at  high  tides,  overflowing  an  extensive  surface, 
and  leaving  them,  as  it  recedes,  to  the  action  of  the 
sun ; together  with  a portion  of  stagnant  water  left 
in  the  sanie  manner;  renders  the  air  unhealthy  to 
Europeans,  and  unpleasant  to  all. 

Liverpool  Hall,  the  residence  of  the  principal 
chief,  Egbo  Young,  is  built  of  brick;  and,  com- 
pared with  the  mud-covered  wickerwork  houses, 
boasts  architectural  beauties.  Like  the  others,  it  is 
surrounded  by  a wall,  to  which  I approached,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  gain  a view  of  the  building. 
With  cautious  step  I gained  the  entrance  of  the 
square,  and  advanced  to  the  door,  which  stood 
open : hesitatingly,  I peeped  in ; all  was  silent ; I 
ventured  a step  forward— not  a soul  to  be  seen  ; 
advancing  a few  paces  further-^bounce  upon  me, 
like  a lion  from  the  thicket,  sprang  Egbo  Young, 
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demanding  with  an  austere  voice  what  I wanted 
there?  Fear  seized  my  soul,  the  moment  he  seized 
my  person ; and  I thought  I should  sink  into  the 
gi'ound.  Unprepared  for  such  a question,  and  un- 
practised in  falsehood,  I replied  that,  having  heard 
much  in  praise  of  Liverpool  Hall,  curiosity  had 
tempted  me  to  wander  farther  than  I ought  to  have 
done ; but,  if  I had  transgressed,  I was  very  sorry 
for  it,  and  would  make  any  atonement  in  my  power. 
Unexpectedly,  he  liberated  me  from  his  muscular 
grasp,  for  which  favour,  in  my  mind,  I heartily 
thanked  him,  though  still  appalled  with  fear.  Had 
I been  a man,  I might  have  suffered  for  my  teme- 
rity; but  there  is  an  inexpressible  something  in 
youthful  simplicity,  that  smooths  the  asperities  of 
the  most  savage  manners,  and  induces  the  heart  of 
ferocity  itself  to  vibrate  in  unison  with  holy  com- 
passion. The  stern  features  of  Egbo  softened  into 
a smile.  He  said  he  loved  tlie  truth,  and  that  I 
should  have  my  curiosity  gratified.  Accordingly, 
he  showed  me  thi*ough  the  house,  which  was  fitted 
up  in  the  English  taste:  its  walls  sported  such  pic- 
tures as  Italy’s  wandering  tribes  hawk  through  the 
principal  towns  in  England:  Faith,  Hope,  Charity, 
the  seasons,  the  quarters  of  the  globe,  &c.  He 
seemed  highly  pleased  that  I could  read  them  to 
him,  which  I did.  He  then  presented  me  with  a 
glass  of  brandy  and  water,  whicli  I accepted  with 
gratitude ; but  felt  at  a loss  how  to  express  it : how- 
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ever,  I trusted  to  nature,  who  sometimes  effects  more 
than  the  studied  etiquette  of  the  drawing  room.  I 
made  him  my  best  bow,  thanked  him  emphatically, 
and  was  just  going  to  withdraw,  when  a hen,  with 
a brood  of  chickens  passed  the  door;  one  of  the 
chickens  was  lame,  so  was  I.  He  good  humouredly 
told  me,  that  if  I could  catch  the  invalid  it  should 
be  mine  for  my  trouble.  I said  I was  not  a good 
runner,  but  I would  try.  So  I did ; but  in  making 
a spring  at  it,  my  lame  leg  failed  me,  and  down  I 
came:  Egbo  laughed  heartily,  and  appeared  di- 
verted with  its  eluding  my  grasp.  Though  but  a 
boy,  I made  the  most  of  the  incident,  and,  in  my 
pursuit,  fell  two  or  three  times,  as  if  by  accident ; 
which  never  failed  to  produce  a laugh  in  the  seem- 
ingiy  gratified  chief.  At  length  I caught  the  crip- 
ple, and  offered  it  to  him.  No,  no,  (said  he)  it 
is  your’s ; you  have  won  it  fairly.”  I again  bowed, 
and  thanked  him ; left  Liverpool  Hall,  and  repaired 
on  board  the  Hudibras ; where  the  reward  of  my 
unforeseen  adventure  made  me  happy,  by  enabling 
me  to  do  good  to  a sick  messmate,  in  providing  for 
him  a basin  of  chicken  broth.  The  poor  fellow, 
though  an  unlettered  sailor,  expressed  astonishment 
at  the  inscrutable  ways  of  Providence,  in  so  wonder- 
fully blessing  him  with  what  he  most  earnestly 
desired,  but  knew  not  how  to  obtain. 

In  this  town,  I formed  an  agreeable  acquaintance 
with  a negro,  who  had  a wife  and  three  or  four 
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children ; the  boys  spent  their  time  in  fishing,  the 
girls  in  cooking.  As  I often  visited  them  when  on 
shore,  I had  frequent  opportunities  of  not  only  seeing 
them  cook  their  two  or  three  dishes,  which  is  the 
extent  of  their  luxury,  but  also  of  observing  them 
regale  themselves  therewith,  when  the  w'hole  family 
were  together.  Yams  form  a principal  ingredient 
in  their  dishes ; they  much  resemble  the  potato  in 
taste,  but  they  are  much  larger,  more  mealy,  and 
far  superior  in  all  respects.  One  very  popular  dish 
is  prepared  in  the  following  manner The  cook 
provides  herself  with  an  earthenware  pot,  of  coarse 
fabric,  manufactured  in  the  interior  of  Africa ; within 
which,  at  the  bottom,  she  places  a few  sticks  across 
each  other.  She  then  slices  her  yams  about  an  inch 
thick,  and  places  them  upon  the  sticks ; next  suc- 
ceeds a layer  of  fragrant  leaves,  along  wdth  smoke- 
dried  fish,  or  alligator,  shrimps,  cat-fish,  &c.,  pepper, 
salt,  and  palm  oil.  Over  each  layer  of  yams,  the 
necessary  seasoning  is  put,  the  fish  and  animal  flesh 
being  used  very  sparingly.  When  the  pot  is  suffi- 
ciently filled,  a small  quantity  of  water  is  poured  in ; 
it  is  covered,  and  then  kept  simmering  over  a gentle 
fire  for  about  two  hours.  When  ready,  the  whole  is 
placed  on  a large  calabash,  and  each  of  the  family 
uses  a small  one,  as  a plate : before  they  commence 
eating,  one  of  the  girls  presents  some  water  to  her 
mother,  with  which  she  washes  her  hands ; this  she 
ceremoniously  performs  twice  a day,  at  the  only 
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meals  they  get ; nor  will  she  on  any  account  touch 
any  part  of  her  skin,  after  being  washed,  till  the 
meal  is  over.  This  dish  is  called  chop,  of  which 
the  mother  is  carver  ; she  shows  no  partiality  in  the 
distribution,  except  she  observes  a bit  superior  to 
the  rest,  and  in  that  case  she  never  fails  to  put  the 
choice  morsel  into  the  mouth  of  her  husband  with 
her  fingers ; with  which  she  divides  the  mess,  as 
they  seldom  use  either  knives,  forks,  or  spoons. 
Another  dish  is  called  fuffoo:  this  is  yams  well 
boiled,  beaten  in  a wooden  mortar  till  they  form  a 
kind  of  pudding ; to  which  they  eat  a sauce,  made 
from  the  same  ingredients  that  form  the  seasoning 
for  chop.  Meagre  as  these  dishes  appear,  the  chiefs 
live  little  or  no  better ; and  our  half-starved  crew 
would  have  eaten  it  with  avidity,  could  they  have 
obtained  it,  when  their  appetites  craved  supplies  so 
scantily  dealt  out  to  them.  I frequently  partook 
with  the  negroes,  and  they  gave  the  food  with  as 
much  cheerfulness  as  I accepted  it;  which  was 
great  indeed. 

Though  polygamy  is  allowed,  its  principle  is  not 
by  any  means  universally  acted  upon ; for,  notwith- 
standing these  degraded  beings  are  kept  in  the  most 
abject  mental  darkness,  yet  there  are  amongst  them 
men  who  have  sufficient  discernment  to  know,  that 
divided  love  is  the  most  fertile  source  of  envy,  strife, 
and  malice,— ‘the  Pandora’s  box  of  all  ages,  contain- 
ing all  the  mischiefs  that  ever  tormented  the  world. 
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Such  was  the  opinion  of  my  black  acquaintance  just 
spoken  of,  and  such  was  the  opinion  entertained  by 
a young  negro  of  Enshee  Town,  a married  man, 
but  not  a father  of  children.  He  had  sipped  at  the 
fountain  of  Christian  knowledge,  but  was  not  a 
fanatick.  He  would  often  say  to  me,  as  his  wife 
was  plaiting  his  hair,  “ Me  love  my  woman,  me  no 
love  two ; two  make  quarrel.”  Most  Europeans 
who  visited  Enshee  Town  about  this  time,  would 
know  this  young  African,  as  he  was  distinguished 
from  all  others  by  the  singularity  of  his  head  of  hair, 
which  assumed  the  appearance  of  an  immense  wig, 
formed  in  small  plaits,  intermixed  with  his  wife’s 
hair,  which  he  considered  invaluable.  In  all  the 
instances  I witnessed  of  a man  having  but  one  wife, 
conjugal  affection  manifested  itself  in  a most  eminent 
degree ; while  the  practisers  of  polygamy  had  quan- 
tum sufficit  of  jealousy  and  bickering. 

The  young  black  above  mentioned  showed  a 
strong  desire  to  learn  to  read  and  write,  both  of 
which  I undertook  to  teach  him.  He  procured  the 
requisites  for  the  undertaking ; and,  during  the  time 
I remained  there,  he  made  tolerable  progi-ess.  He 
Avas  in  possession  of  a piece  of  paper  containing  the 
alphabet,  in  different  characters,  but  it  Avas  worn 
into  holes.  The  pleasure  he  manifested,  when  I 
told  him  I could  and  would  make  him  an  exact 
copy  of  it,  sprang  from  the  heart ; and  he  gave  me 
his  thanks,  and  a little  brandy,  Avhich  was  very 
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acceptable.  The  negroes  seldom  ate  when  I was 
there ; which  I was  sorry  for,  as,  being  a growing 
lad,  on  short  allowance,  and  that  too  of  inferior 
quality,  my  appetite  was  always  keen.  I fre- 
quently conversed  with  the  young  black  on  religion ; 
he  assured  me  that  his  countrymen  had  no  ideas  of 
God;  that  each  worshipped  his  own  fetiche;  some 
a fish,  others  a flower;  these  a butterfly,  those  a 
monkey ; but  many  more  the  goat.  Great  numbers 
pay  adoration  to  the  skulls  and  other  bones  of  their 
ancestors ; in  the  former  I have  often  seen  feathers 
stuck,  both  in  the  mouth  and  holes  of  the  ears. 

Enshee  Town  is  situated  a mile  down  the  river,  on 
elevated  ground,  rising  from  the  head  of  a creek, 
which  branches  from  the  river  about  forty  or  fifty 
yards.  It  derived  its  name  from  its  founder,  Enshee 
Tom,  who  was  a man  of  martial  enterprise,  and  in- 
dependent spirit,  and  who,  opposing  the  government 
of  Duke  Town  with  effect,  a war  was  the  conse- 
quence, which  for  some  time  banished  trade  from 
Old  Calabar.  Resistance  to  the  determined  bravery 
and  extraordinary  skill  of  this  chief  and  his  follow- 
ers proving  ineffectual,  advantageous  terms  were 
offered  to  them,  with  which  they  closed.  War 
ceased,  the  contending  parties  became  reconciled, 
and  the  site  of  Enshee  Town  was  granted,  and 
guaranteed  to  Tom  and  his  adherents,  who  view  it 
with  pride,  as  a memorial  of  their  prowess. 

The  first  time  I saw  this  great  chief,  he  was  lean- 
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ing  on  a fallen  tree,  in  an  imposing  attitude,  at  the 
head  of  the  creek ; at  the  top  of  which,  out  of  a 
rock,  issued  a spring  of  excellent  water.  He  ap- 
peared to  be  about  forty  years  of  age,  but  his  face 
bore  the  marks  of  many  a severe  cut ; one  of  which, 
evidently  inflicted  by  a sabre,  gave  him  rather  a 
frightful  appearance.  He  wore  a white  hat,  with 
green  under  the  brim,  a piece  of  blue  calico  round 
his  waist,  and  in  his  hand  he  bore  a strong  walking 
stick,  surmounted  with  a silver  head,  something 
like  a drum-major’s  baton.  I was  ignorant  of  his 
name  and  rank  at  this  time ; but,  having  a tobacco 
box  and  a number  of  trinkets  to  dispose  of,  for  some 
of  our  Crew,  I very  familiarly  introduced  them  to 
the  notice  of  this  illustrious  warrior.  He  asked  me 
what  ship  I belonged  to?  I told  him,  and  then 
began  to  remark  on  the  value  of  my  trinkets ; but 
Enshee  Tom  had  seen  too  many  pewter  and  other 
white  metal  articles  palmed  on  his  Countrymen,  to 
be  imposed  on  by  a stripling.  He  scarcely  deigned 
to  look  at  them.  He,  however,  took  a fancy  to  the 
tobacco  box,  which  had  two  lids ; one  containing  a 
painting,  with  a motto,  the  meaning  of  which  I found 
great  difficulty  in  making  him  understand.  Three 
bottles  of  brandy  was  to  be  its  price,  but  he  knew 
the  principles  of  trade  as  well  as  the  African  tactics 
of  war.  He  offered  two  j but  it  would  not  do  then ; 
so  we  parted : failing,  however,  to  get  a better  cus- 
tomer, I afterwards  took  the  box  to  his  house,  at  his 
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request,  and  parted  with  it  for  two  bottles ; which 
I took  on  board  privily,  the  introduction  of  such 
articles  being  prohibited  by  our  captain.  At  the 
spring  of  water  before  mentioned,  we  collected  that 
refreshing  article  in  stone  bottles,  for  the  use  of  the 
cabin ; carefully  observing  when  the  tide  served,  as 
at  high  water  the  rock  out  of  which  it  gushed  was 
covered.  In  these  parched  regions,  springs  of  fresh 
water  are  heaven’s  best  donations  to  man ; and  are 
duly  appreciated,  even  by  those  whose  unenlightened 
minds  never  formed  one  rational  idea  of  an  incor- 
poreal intelligence— the  great  first  cause  of  nature. 

On  the  summit  of  the  rising  ground  leading  to 
Enshee  Town,  at  a considerable  distance  from  any  of 
the  houses,  stood  a shed,  supported  by  strong  posts, 
underneath  which,  placed  on  two  crutch-like  sup- 
porters, was  a long,  hollow,  cylindrical  piece  of  dark 
coloured  wood : two  holes,  of  an  oblong  form,  about 
eight  inches  by  two,  were  cut  longitudinally  on  the 
cylinder,  at  the  distance  of  two  feet  from  each  other. 
Ignorant  of  the  use  to  which  this  apparatus  had 
been  or  might  be  put,  but  active  in  boyish  frivolity, 
I drummed  on  it  with  my  hands,  and  found  it  pro* 
duced  sounds  equal  in  melody  to  an  empty  barrel. 
Unharmonious  as  it  was,  I continued  my  drumming, 
till  my  attention  was  arrested  by  the  singular  mo- 
tions of  a black  boy,  who,  nmning  towards  me, 
seemed  agitated,  shaking  his  head,  and  repeatedly 
drawing  his  hand  edgewise  across  his  throat.  How- 
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ever,  as  I was  not  skilled  in  pantoraimical  gesticu- 
lations, I could  not  divine  his  meaning ; but  paused 
till  he  came  up  to  me.  Without  allowing  me  time 
to  inquire  his  meaning,  he,  with  rapid  utterance, 
asked,  You  no  see  man  have  he  head  cut  off?”  at 
the  same  time  pointing  to  the  ground.  So  emphatic 
was  the  black  boy’s  question,  and  so  significant  his 
countenance,  and  the  pointing  of  his  finger,  tliat, 
stooping  down,  and  earnestly  gazing  on  the  gi'ound, 
I perceived  a quantity  of  dry,  coagulated  blood, 
under  the  hollow  piece  of  wood;  that,  from  its 
colour,  had  before  escaped  my  observation.  The 
person  who  suffered  decapitation,  I subsequently 
learned,  had  been  very  frequently  on  board  the 
Hudibras,  in  the  character  of  a Palaverer  ; I knew 
him  well,  not  only  as  a Palaverer,  but  as  being  a 
very  tall,  thin  man,  blind  of  one  eye,  though  still 
captivating  when  living ; as  the  crime  for  which  he 
suffered  death  indicates,  being  no  other  than  crim. 
con.  with  the  wife  of  a chief  of  Enshee  Town. 
Adultery,  in  the  male,  is  here  uniformly  punished 
with  death  ; though  a discretionary  power  is  vested 
in  the  injured  husband,  as  far  as  respects  the  punish- 
ment of  his  incontinent  wife. 

During  one  of  our  visits  to  the  spring,  to  obtain 
fresh  water,  the  inhabitants  of  Enshee  Town  were 
thrown  into  the  greatest  consternation  by  the  un- 
welcome visit  of  a tiger,  which,  doubtless  excited 
by  hunger,  seized  on  a child,  that  was  wrapped 
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in  a piece  of  blue  calico,  and  carried  it  off  in  its 
mouth.  The  horror-stricken  Africans,  who  possess 
the  strongest  affection  for  their  offspring,  lost  no 
time  in  pursuing  the  animal.  Love,  duty,  and  all 
the  best  feelings  of  the  heart,  made  an  appeal  to 
courage,  nor  made  an  appeal  in  vain.  Resolution 
seconded  their  energies,  and,  to  the  inconceivable 
transport  of  its  parents,  the  child  was  restored  to 
them,  without  having  received  the  slightest  injury ; 
the  tiger  having  carried  it  off  by  the  calico,  out  of 
which  the  heaven-protected  infant  slipt,  as  he  darted 
towards  a recess,  to  elude  the  speed  of  his  pursuers; 
carrying  away,  however,  the  blue  calico,  now  become 
an  object  of  no  Consideration. 

The  interior  of  a slave  ship  is  divided  into  three 
parts,  by  means  of  strong  partitions : the  men  are 
cooped  up  in  the  fore  part  of  the  ship,  the  boys  in 
the  middle  division,  and  the  women  and  girls  in  the 
aft  part  of  the  vessel.  After  removing  a large  cargo 
of  salt  to  a building  at  a little  distance  from  the 
town,  and  the  articles  intended  for  sale  to  the  ship 
Preston,  which  belonged  to  the  same  owners  as  the 
Hudibras,  we  were  ready  to  receive  slaves,  which 
were  sent  us  from  the  Preston,  thirty  in  number ; 
mostly  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  and  of  both  sexes. 
These  assisted  in  cleaning  the  decks,  both  above  and 
below.  When  not  engaged  in  the  yawl,  I was 
superintendent  of  these  slaves.  Contrary  to  expect- 
ation, our  stay  on  the  African  Coast  was  prolonged 
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to  nearly  six  months;  onr  quantum  of  slaves  not 
being  ready  for  us,  though  Captain  Brighouse,  of  the 
Preston,  who  had  the  purchasing  of  all  the  slaves 
we  received,  had  been  there  some  time  before  our 
arrival.  Six  months  of  greater  hardships  and  pri- 
vations were  never  recorded  in  the  calendar  of  any 
one  year,  since  the  establishment  of  that  national 
disgrace,  the  Slave-Trade:  for  few  men  who  have 
not  had  the  misfortune  to  make  a voyage  in  a Guinea- 
man,  from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  can  form  even  an 
idea  of  the  rascality  practised  towards  the  crew,  in 
too  many  of  these  marine  Lazar-houses. 

Our  regular  ship’s  provisions  were  entirely  knocked 
off,  and  superseded  by  the  following  apology  for  sub- 
sistence, though  under  circumstances  where  every 
necessary  of  a sailor’s  life  could  be  obtained  in 
profusion,  had  Captain  Evans  possessed  common 
honesty.  At  break  of  day,  all  hands  being  mustered 
on  the  quarter  deck,  each  received  half  a biscuit  (of 
bad  quality)  and  a small  glass  of  brandy : this  was 
our  breakfast:  at  ten  o’clock  a.  m.  we  had  a miser- 
able imitation  of  chop,  produced  from  a quarter  of  a 
pound  of  salt  beef,  or  the  same  weight  of  dried 
codfish.  Variety  in  our  dishes  was  as  unknown  as 
plenty : each  afternoon  witnessed  the  renewal  of 
chop;  till  many  of  the  crew  became  chop-fallen, 
and  the  siu-geon,  a man  of  sensibility,  fell  a prey  to 
melancholy,  and  died.  His  mate  suffered  many 
indignities,  and  the  most  brutaj  treatment,  from  his 
superior  officers. 
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Had  it  not  been  for  the  kind  and  spirited  inter* 
ference  of  Mr.  Aspinall,  I should  have  been  severely 
handled  by  that  baptized  brute,  Knowland;  and 
might  have  fallen  a victim  to  his  irritable  temper  and 
sanguinary  disposition.  Several  of  our  men  became 
sick,  from  the  unwholesomeness  of  their  daily  food, 
particularly  from  tlie  yams  in  the  chop  not  being 
sufficiently  boiled:  but  the  surgeon  was  a kind* 
hearted  man,  ever  attentive  to  the  health  and  well 
being  of  each  individual,  and  generally  relieved  them 
by  an  emetic.  With  the  exception  of  Mr.  Aspinall, 
the  surgeon,  and  the  surgeon’s  mate,  all  the  officers 
were  a disgrace  to  the  form  they  had  received  from 
nature,  and  a reproach  to  that  system  of  religion,  to 
which  they  professed  attachment.  The  Cyclops 
might  have  forged  their  case-hardened  hearts.  No 
sooner  was  a wretched  sailor’s  name  entered  on  the 
sick  list,  than  the  pitiful  allowance  of  a quarter  of  a 
pound  of  beef,  and  the  small  glass  of  brandy,  were 
denied  him,  without  any  thing  being  given  in  lieu 
thereof.  A little  bad  bread,  with  a proportionate 
quantity  of  water,  was  nearly  the  whole  of  what  the 
patients  had  to  subsist  on;  so  that  the  condition  of  a 
sick  sailor,  in  an  unwholesome  climate,  was,  by  the 
avarice  and  cruelty  of  those  placed  in  authority  over 
him,  rendered  more  miserable  than  that  of  the 
wretched  inmates  of  bridewell.  The  slaves  were 
infinitely  better  fed ; we  were  not  allowed  to  touch 
any  thing  that  was  cooked  for  them ; so  that  our 
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lives  became  unpleasant  to  ourselves ; particularly 
to  those  who  were  destined  to  stay  on  board. 

Such  short  allowance,  for  so  long  a time,  induced 
the  wood-cutters  to  turn  thieves,  taking  with  them 
in  a morning,  when  they  left  the  ship,  any  thing 
sufficiently  portable  for  concealment.  These  articles 
they  sold,  or  exchanged,  for  something  to  satisfy 
their  appetites,  justifying  themselves,  by  the  well- 
known  adage,  that  “ hunger  will  break  through 
stone  walls.”  Day  after  day  witnessed  the  stealth 
of  nearly  every  man’s  clothes  (except  those  of  the 
officers),  so  that  almost  all  the  men  before  the  mast 
were  in  a condition  similar  to  the  natives,  and  almost 
in  need  of  a piece  of  calico  to  wrap  round  the  waist. 
Though  cautious,  and  as  I thought  cunning,  my 
wardrobe  soon  dwindled  away  to  one  pair  of  drawers, 
and  the  cloth  which  served  as  a bandage  on  my  lame 
leg,  for,  notwithstanding  I had  renewed  my  stock 
at  the  stores,  when  my  other  clothes  were  either 
worn  out  or  stolen,  I soon  found  they  were  missing, 
and  that  too  at  a time  when  I stood  the  most  in  need 
of  them.  At  the  stores  I purchased  two  pair  of 
flannel  drawers  and  a jacket;  I had  also  the  body 
and  sleeves  of  a coat  presented  to  me  by  Mr.  King  ; 
one  pair  of  drawers  I wore,  the  other  articles  I con- 
cealed amongst  the  pump  gear;  concluding  them 
quite  safe.  A very  short  time  convinced  me  of 
my  error,  and  placed  me  in  an  awkward  situation. 
Ordered  to  join  a party  of  our  men  ashore,  who 
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were  employed  in  splitting  the  fire-wood,  and  to 
assist  in  cutting  wood  into  certain  lengths  with  a 
ci'oss-cut  saw,  the  day  being  intolerably  hot,  I 
divested  myself  of  the  drawers,  thrusting  them  into 
the  thatch  of  a shed  contiguous.  Thus  I worked, 
till,  overcome  by  thirst,  I withdrew  into  a neighbour- 
ing house,  to  solicit  a little  water : the  only  person 
I saw  was  an  elderly  black  woman,  who  refused  to 
grant  me  a draught,  unless  I promised  to  give  her 
some  fire- wood : extreme  thirst  is  worse  to  endure 
than  hunger ; I promised,  but  could  not  perform. 
Mr.  Jarratt  s arrival  in  a boat,  to  count  the  billets, 
(having  our  work  set)  and  convey  them  to  the 
sliip,  prevented  me.  When  all  were  on  board  the 
boat,  the  woman  made  her  appearance,  expecting 
the  fire- wood — I had  none  to  give.  We  pushed  off ; 
but,  suddenly  recollecting  my  drawers  under  the 
thatch  of  the  shed,  I entreated  Mr.  Jarratt  to  allow 
the  boat  to  return  about  twenty  yards ; but  he  was 
a mate,  and  would  not  comply  with  so  insulting  a 
request,  especially  when  made  by  a minor,  and  a 
land-lubber  too.  A few  seconds  put  the  black 
woman  in  possession  of  them,  and  I had  the  morti- 
fication to  see  her  triumphantly  waving  them  about 
in  the  air.  I comforted  myself,  however,  with  the 
sure  and  certain  hope  ” of  finding  a sufficiency  of 
dress  amongst  the  pump  gear : I lost  not  a moment, 
after  gaining  the  ship,  but  ran  to  take  out  the 
drawers  and  the  old  coat;  but  neither  coat  nor 
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drawers  were  there.  Sharp  work,  thought  I to 
myself,  but  knew  not  whom  to  charge  with  the 
theft.  Naked  and  chagrined,  I knew  not  what  to 
do : I projected  numberless  schemes,  without  exe- 
cuting ciny  of  them.  At  last,  I proposed  to  a female 
slave,  of  Amazonian  prowess  and  courage,  who 
lorded  it  over  all  the  other  females,  to  procure  for 
me  a grass  cloth  from  one  of  her  companions  in 
exile : she  listened  to  my  proposal,  complied  with 
the  request,  and,  when  sleep  had  seized  her  com- 
panions, she  robbed  several  of  them  of  their  grass 
cloths,  and  humanely  brought  them  to  me.  Al- 
though I had  encouraged  her  to  steal,  I durst  not 
accept  them  when  stolen,  as  I dreaded  the  conse- 
quences of  a discovery.  So  that  I remained  quite 
naked  for  several  days,  when  Mr.  Brown  generously 
gave  me  an  old  smock-frock,  and  a pair  of  old 
trowsers.  Several  of  the  men  on  board  had  idcer- 
ated  legs,  and  the  young  man  who  left  home  with 
me  was  about  this  time  bit  on  the  shin  by  a snake, 
whose  bite  was  extremely  poisonous,  and  nearly  cost 
him  his  life. 

Amongst  the  convalescents,  was  William  Jones, 
the  young  man  who  was  the  cause  of  my  fall  into 
the  hatchway.  He,  with  others,  was  one  day  sent 
on  shore,  with  some  empty  casks,  to  the  cooper’s 
shop,  belonging  to  the  Preston;  and  the  cooper,  pity- 
ing his  debilitated  state,  gave  him  a small  quantity 
of  brandy,  which,  from  his  extreme  weakness,  rather 
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affected  him.  You  are  drunk/’  said  Knowland  to 
him,  when  he  returned  on  board.  I am  not  drunk. 
Sir,”  replied  Jones;  the  cooper  gave  me  a little 

brandy,  which  has” Here,  a blow  on  the  face, 

from  the  fist  of  the  savage  officer,  interrupted  poor 
Jones’s  explanation,  while  a glance  from  the  blood- 
streaked  eyes  of  the  barbarian  petrified  the  half- 
famished  crew,  who  knew  the  real  state  of  their 
fellow  messmate,  but  durst  not  interpose  between 
right  and  authority.  Knowland  was  a man  who 
hated  half  measures;  not  satisfied  with  striking  a 
weak  youth,  not  quite  recovered  from  a severe  ill- 
ness, he  deliberately  took  a stave,  and  beat  him  till 
blood  ran  from  him  ! None  durst  say  he  did  wrong, 
though  all  viewed  him  with  indignation.  Wlien  the 
mate  was  tired  with  beating  him,  the  infirm  sufferei’ 
w^ent  to  his  hammock,  never  more  to  bear  the  re- 
newal of  commissioned  violence ; for  he  expired  on 
the  third  day,  in  the  full  possession  of  his  mental 
faculties,  frequently  charging  Knowland  with  having 
murdered  him  ! I attended  him  in  his  last  illness, 
and  was  the  only  person  present  when  he  bade  adieu 
to  multiplied  sufferings,  and  blood-thirsty  mates, 
as  his  oppressed  spirit  quitted  his  body,  to  find 
repose  in  a better  world.  Though  young,  reflect- 
tions  of  the  keenest  nature  tortured  my  mind, 
and,  if  ever  youthful  inadvertency  was  sincerely 
repented  of,  mine  was  eminently  so.  What  would 
I not  have  given  to  have  been  back  at  Leeds! 
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Wliat  had  I to  give?  Nothing  but  sighs  and 
unavailing  wishes. 

Treatment  such  as  we  received  produced  the 
greatest  dissatisfaction  on  board ; and  was  the  cause 
of  continual  quarrels,  even  amongst  the  officers  them- 
selves. Well  was  it  for  Mr  Aspinall,  that  in  him 
were  united  muscular  strength  and  real  courage,  or 
he  might  have  paid  dearly  for  his  independent  spirit; 
but  he  disregarded  their  united  menaces,  and,  m 
many  of  their  cavils  (but  too  justly)  called  them 
murderers. 

Should  any  spoiled  child,  or  perverse  youth,  de- 
vote an  hour  to  the  perusal  of  this  “ plain,  unvar- 
nished tale,”  experience  hopes,  that  each  succeeding 
incident  will  serve  as  a beacon,  to  guard  him  against 
those  troubles,  which  inadvertency,  rash  steps,  or 
hasty  conclusions,  would  too  often  precipitate  him 
into : bearing  in  mind  the  wholesome  truth,  that 
“ a rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss ; and  that  the 
adventurer's  life,  in  general,  is  attended  m ith  hai  d- 
ships,  toil,  and  dangers. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  two  tigers,  as  if  acting 
from  the  result  of  deliberation,  frequently  paid  a visit 
to  a tree,  felled  by  a party  from  our  ship,  the  boughs 
of  which  they  were  lopping  off,  &c.  M ith  cautious 
step  the  beasts  slunk  about,  from  place  to  place,  as 
if  watching  an  opportunity  to  single  out  a victim ; 
couching,  with  eyes  firmly  fixed  on  their  object, 
like  a cat  watching  the  hole  of  a mouse,  ready  to 
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spring  upon  and  seize  the  unprotected  labour er,  if 
he  ventured  too  far  from  his  companions.  Nor  were 
these  the  only  tigers  by  which  they  were  annoyed. 
Once,  in  particular,  they  were  not  only  attacked  by 
those  animals,  but  by  alligators  also,  and  that  too  in 
the  night ; though  fear,  perhaps,  might  magnify  the 
danger.  The  young  man  on  whom  devolved  the 
care  of  the  ship’s  boat,  which  was  to  take  the  men 
on  board  after  the  labour  of  the  day,  overpowered 
by  sleep,  suffered  it  to  get  aground.  The  tide  having 
left  it,  they  were  obliged  to  remain  in  the  boat 
all  night ; during  which  time  they  were  furiously 
assailed  by  both  the  before-mentioned  formidable 
animals.  The  tigers  they  wounded  with  their  axes ; 
and  by  vigorous  exertions,  and  acting  in  concert 
with  each  other,  foiled  the  subtle  and  renewed 
efforts  of  the  alligators.  The  tide  serving  in  the 
morning,  the  whole  party  returned  to  the  ship  much 
fatigued,  but  more  frightened ; declaring  they  would 
not  venture  any  more,  unless  they  were  allowed  fire 
arms  with  them.  Some  believed  their  corresponding 
reports,  while  others  viewed  them  as  fabrications, 
invented  as  an  apology  for  their  absenting  them- 
selves all  night  from  the  ship:  and  Ditchburn 
treated  the  story  with  ridicule,  laughed  loudly  at 
their  fears,  swearing  that  “ if  he  saw  any  such 
thing,  he  would  catch  it.” 

Captain  Evans,  hearing  the  ex-boatswain’s  gasco- 
nade, observed,  that  if  he  was  such  a clever  fellow. 
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he  should  go  with  them.”  He  was  accordingly 
appointed  one  of  the  party,  which,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Aspinall,  and  in  possession  of  four  muskets,  with 
suitable  ammunition,  left  the  ship  as  usual.  They 
liad  not  been  long  absent,  ere  a crocodile,  of  full 
growth,  presented  itself  to  view ; and  a more  formid- 
able appearance  than  its  long  jaws  and  piercing 
eyes  present,  cannot  well  be  conceived.  Mr.  Aspi- 
nall discharged  a musket  at  it,  and  it  immediately 
plunged  into  the  deep.  On  landing,  Ditchburn 
exultingly  exclaimed,  “ Now,  where  are  your 
tigers.^”  They  told  him  he  must  penetrate  the 
wood.  Another  oath  escaped  him,  when  oft’  he  set 
in  search  of  danger,  unprotected,  save  with  resolu- 
tion, which  is  not  at  all  times  a sufficient  safeguard 
against  the  fangs  of  an  untamed  assailant. 

Whether  solitude,  inducing  reflection,  spoke  admo- 
nition to  the  bravo,  or  he  really  encountered  some 
animal,  was  uncertain ; but,  in  less  than  a quarter 
of  an  hour  he  was  seen  at  full  speed,  running  to- 
wards the  woodcutters,  with  loss  of  hat,  and  nearly 
of  breath  too;  his  clothes  torn,  and  his  face  and 
hands  much  scratched ; screaming  and  roaring,  as 
if  he  had  suffered  flagellation  from  the  furies.  So 
that  if  he  counterfeited  fear,  he  performed  the  part 
better  than  he  knew  how  to  execute  the  duties  of  a 
boatswain.  So  much  exhausted  did  he  appear,  that 
when  he  gained  the  party,  down  he  fell,  as  if  dead. 
Few  were  alarmed  at  this  circumstance,  as  he  was 
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universally  disliked ; especially  as  he  had  doubted 
their  veracity,  laughed  at  their  fears,  and  boast- 
ingly  set  danger  at  defiance.  When  recovered, 
he  was  asked  what  had  frightened  him  so.^  his 
answer  was,  that  he  had  met  with  a d — d speckled 
thing,  with  a long  tail,  that  had  clawed  him  most 
h — 11 — h — y !”  The  rueful  countenance  of  the 
cowed  braggadocio,  together  with  his  whimsical 
reply,  called  forth  a general  laugh,  which  he  wisely 
passed  off  without  irritation,  but  could  not  join  in. 
His  assailant  was  supposed  to  have  been  a small 
leopard,  or  a tiger-cat,  from  the  circumstance  of 
its  being  speckled,  or  spotted.  The  tigers  seemed 
to  have  forsaken  their  usual  haunts,  perhaps  from 
the  reception  they  met  with  from  the  axes  the  day 
before ; for  not  one  ventured  to  show  itself  during 
the  whole  of  this  day.  Fire-arms  were  allowed  the 
men,  till  they  began  to  make  improper  use  of  the 
ammunition,  squandering  it  away  in  shooting  at 
monkeys,  or  selling  it  to  the  natives ; as  none  of  the 
officers  accompanied  them  afterwards,  and  they  were 
thereby  left  at  liberty  to  abuse  the  favour  granted 
them,  a practice  too  often  the  case  with  unprincipled 
men,  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  such  as  would 
blush  to  do  an  unworthy  action. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Funeral  of  a Native — Dreadful  Series  of  Human  Sacrifices  at 

the  Funeral  of  a Native  Chief — Dangerous  Adventure  of  the 

Author — Vain  Search  for  Gold  by  two  Black  Women. 

As  the  thistle-browsing  ass,  the  knotty  trunk  and 
leafless  boughs  of  an  antiquated  tree,  or  the  ivy- 
covered  vestiges  of  some  dilapidated  hut,  give  effect 
to  the  happiest  efforts  of  genius,  in  the  delineation 
of  landscape,  so  circumstances,  trivial  in  themselves, 
impart  pleasure  in  narrating,  and  derive  a degree  of 
interest  from  their  connexion  with,  and  dependance 
on,  events  of  greater  moment.  As  links  of  one 
gveat  chain,  they  connect  together  the  useful  and  the 
entertaining ; and,  abstractedly  considered,  prove  a 
powerful  auxiliary  to  the  over-burthened  mind,  by 
drawing  its  attention  from  one  fixed  object,  and  di- 
recting it  to  the  contemplation  of  numerous,  though 
minor  transactions.  Sauntering  one  day  along  the 
beach,  the  tide  nearly  at  flood,  musing  on  that 
sceptical  assertion — “ Nothing  is  so  certain,  as  the 
uncertainty  of  all  things,”  I was  roused  from  my 
reverie  by  unexpectedly  arriving  where  a number 
of  blacks  were  assembled,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
mitting to  the  w'ater  the  corpse  of  a man  that  lay  on 
a bier,  much  resembling  a hand-barrow.  Gazing 
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on  his  remains,  stood  his  afflicted  widow,  strongly 
convulsed  ; the  big  tears  of  sorrow  seemed  whiter 
than  any  I had  ever  seen  before,  as  they  followed 
each  other  down  her  black  face.  To  me,  they  ap- 
peared the  mournful  tokens  of  conjug-al  affection, 
proclaiming  all  was  lost ! A native  officiated  at  the 
funeral,  and  made  no  contemptible  figure  of  a priest, 
when  invested  in  a white  shirt;  for,  with  a solemnity 
of  countenance  that  would  have  dignified  orthodoxy 
itself,  with  hands  and  eyes  upraised  to  heaven,  he 
several  times  advanced,  with  slow  and  measured 
pace,  to  the  edge  of  the  water,  each  time  ejaculating 
something  that  I did  not  understand ; and,  as  often, 
turned  to  the  corpse.  This  ceremony  over,  on  a 
signal  from  the  priest,  the  dead  body  was  carried 
into  the  water  by  the  people  in  attendance,  who 
halted  at  the  depth  of  about  five  feet : the  discon- 
solate widow  remained  on  the  beach,  supported  by 
two  of  her  friends.  A solemn  silence  reigned,  save 
the  heart-piercing  groans  and  exclamations  that 
escaped  the  poor  mourner.  Another  signal  an- 
nounced the  time  of  committal  to  the  Avater;  the 
corpse  was  accordingly  immersed  therein,  and  its 
faithful  partner,  bursting  from  those  that  held 
her,  plunged  into  the  water,  threw  herself  on  the 
remains  of  him,  whom,  when  living,  she  loved  as 
herself;  and  she  was  with  some  difficulty  separated 
from  the  lifeless  form,  that  she  held  in  veneration 
and  now  clasped  in  her  arms  for  the  last  time. 

c 3 
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Reluctantly  she  yielded  him  up : the  tide  had  now 
turned,  and  its  receding  waves  bore  him  for  ever 
from  her  sight.  ‘‘  Inexorable  Death  !”  thought  I, 

“ thou  art  more  certain,  than  the  uncertainty  of  ail 
things  !”  Though  this  mourner’s  grief  was  immo- 
derate, yet  tlie  soothing  voice  of  friendship  dispelled 
the  gloom  that  eclipsed  her  reason.  Her  passion 
subsided ; she  became  pacified ; and,  after  casting 
many  an  anxious  look  on  the  ebbing  tide,  left  it 
to  mix  with  its  fellow  M^aves,  in  the  bosom  of  the 
ocean ; while  she  mingled  again  with  the  children 
of  care,  in  the  pursuits  and  drudgery  of  a negro’s 
life,  when  unimbittered  by  slavery. 

Death,  in  its  mildest  form,  strikes  the  eye  with 
appalling  images,  and  fills  the  mind  of  inexperienced 
youth  with  something  more  than  awe.  What,  then, 
must  I have  felt,  in  beholding  a human  sacrifice,  in 
honour  of  a chief,  whose  spirit  had  fled  beyond  the 
limits  of  time  and  sense,  to  the  regions  of  immor- 
tality, and  M^as  consequently  denied  the  knowledge 
of  the  superstitious  homage  paid  to  his  manes  ! The 
performance  of  this  superstition  appeared  to  me  so 
singularly  strange,  and  so  unaccountably  absurd, 
that,  if  I had  not  been  an  eye-witness  of  the  volun- 
tary degradation  to  which  my  owm  species  submitted, 
I should  have  doubted  the  relation  of  it  by  others  ; 
though  that  doubt  would  not  in  the  least  have 
invalidated  the  historical  fact,  nor  exonerated  the 
actors  in  this  drama  of  human  depravity  from  the 
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charge  of  folly,  superstition,  and  wickedness.  A 
minute  description  of  so  strange  a custom  may 
astonish,  if  not  convince  my  readers,  of  the  mental 
darkness  in  which  these  poor  people  live ; and  may 
perhaps  serve,,  in  some  future  day,  to  excite  a spirit 
of  emulation  in  the  opulent,  to  send  out  men  of  pure 
principles,  and  persuasive  powers,  to  turn  them  from 
the  error  of  their  ways,  in  the  adoration  of  creatures 
less  powerful  and  less  intelligent  than  themselves, 
and  to  teach  them  how  to  appreciate  their  own 
value  in  the  scale  of  creation ; thereby  ultimately 
rescuing  from  a premature  and  tragical  death  num- 
bers, whose  lives  might  be  rendered  useful  to  each 
other,  even  in  the  parched  wilds  of  their  own 
country.  If  the  enlightening  influence  of  reason 
were  allowed  to  operate  with  the  energy  it  is  capable 
of  on  the  minds  of  these  benighted  fellow-creatures, 
superstition  would  flee  before  the  radiance  of  truth, 
as  the  mists  on  the  mountain’s  brow  at  the  approach 
of  the  morning  sun.  Its  votaries,  roused  from  de- 
lusion, would  indignantly  break  down  the  mounds 
of  its  institutions,  and  would,  in  losing  the  bigot, 
find  the  man.  “ A consummation  devoutly  to  be 
wished.” 

A chief,  of  Duke  Town,  having  paid  the  debt  of 
iiature,  previous  to  our  arrival  there,  his’  remains 
were  laid  in  state,  under  a shade,  upon  a platform 
elevated  about  eight  feet  from  the  ground,  without 
the  town,  but  at  no  great  distance  from  it.  The 
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human  sacrifice,  we  learned,  had  been  delayed ; 
waiting  the  arrival  of — v^hom?  not  another  unen- 
lightened chief,  nor  a deluded  black,  to  act  the 
part  of  executioner ; but  of  a man,  professing 
Christianity — of  an  Englishman  ! Important  man  ! 
whose  lamented  absence  could  detain  the  corpse  of 
a chief  beyond  its  usual  time,  that  thou  mightest 
assist  in  the  pagan  ceremony ; and,  thereby,  be 
enabled  to  procure  slaves  in  less  time  than  more 
conscientious  captains  ! 

We  were  informed  that,  as  soon  as  Captain  Fair- 
weather  arrived,  preparations  would  be  made  to 
commence  the  grand  pageant.  He  was  expected 
with  impatience,  and  hailed  with  rapturous  congra- 
tulations, on  his  landing  from  the  Tom,  of  Liverpool. 

Couriers  were  immediately  despatched  to  Came- 
rons, New  Calabar,  and  other  places,  to  apprise  the 
chiefs,  when  the  sacred  rites  would  be  perfomied ; 
and  three  weeks  were  allowed  them  to  furnish  their 
quota  of  slaves,  goats,  and  fowls;  for  each  chief 
had  to  provide  a certain  number,  in  proportion  to 
the  rank  he  held.  Old  Calabar  was  the  place  from 
whence  all  information  on  the  subject  emanated,  by 
which  means  the  most  distant  towns  of  any  import- 
ance might  readily  know  the  precise  time  of  its 
commencing ; and  all  seemed  to  have  gained  a true 
knowledge  of  the  time,  since,  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  day  immediately  preceding  that  on  Avhich  the 
grand  sacrifice  was  offered,  a very  large  fleet  of 
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canoes  hove  in  sight.  These,,  from  their  irregular 
and  scattered  positions,  covered  an  extensive  sur- 
face, as  they  advanced  up  the  river ; and  were  so 
formidable  in  appearance,  as  to  create  alarm  in  the 
minds  of  the  English  captains,  whose  ships  were 
anchored  opposite  the  town.  The  Hudibras  lay 
the  nearest  to  the  approaching  fleet,  except  the 
French  ship.  At  the  distance  of  three  hundi’ed 
yards  from  our  vessel,  they  began  to  form  m line 
abreast,  which  they  effected  dexterously,  in  very 
little  time ; and  thus  approached  the  ships,  though 
evidently  much  slower  than  before  they  formed. 

The  beach  was  lined  with  spectators,  to  welcome 
their  approaching  friends ; the  profoundest  silence 
prevailed,  well  suited  to  the  occasion  of  the  visit, 
though  contrary  to  the  custom  observed,  when 
canoes  go  on  an  expedition  to  prosecute  trade  or 
war ; when  a continual  noise  is  kept  up,  by  singing 
and  beating  of  ch’ums.  On  the  bow  of  each  princi- 
pal canoe,  with  one  knee  bent,  stood  a man,  covered 
over  with  blossomed  branches  of  various  trees ; hold- 
ing in  each  hand  a flat  piece  of  wood,  used  as  cym- 
bals, but  not  struck  against  each  other.  Precision 
was  in  their  movements,  and  the  greatest  order 
prevailed.  No  sooner  had  the  numerous  groups 
disemba.  ked,  than  they  drew  the  canoes  upon  the 
beach,  and  proceeded  to  the  town.  In  most  of  the 
squares  of  the  houses,  fires  were  made  to  accommo- 
date the  visiters,  as  the  houses  could  not  contain 
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them.  Mats,  &c.  were  spread  on  the  ground  to  lie 
on,  wliich  was  no  inconvenience,  as  beds  are  seldom 
made  use  of.  In  the  most  convenient  part  of  the 
house,  an  elevation  of  eight  or  ten  inches  of  ground 
usually  serves  for  a pillow,  while  a mat  suffices  for 
a bed. 

No  sooner  had  the  sun  tinged  with  his  lustre  the 
eastern  boundary  of  his  circuit,  than  numbers  of 
2)eople  thronged  the  sands,  imjjatient  for  the  long 
anticipated  event.  But  “ the  great,  the  important 
day,”  had  not  yet  arrived,  though,  as  preparatory 
thereto,  shouts,  accompanied  with  the  tinkling 
sounds  of  small  hand-bells,  were  heard,  at  intervals, 
from  early  morn  till  the  sun’s  departing  rays  drew 
the  mantle  of  night  after  him,  and  one  half  of  the 
world  was  involved  in  darkness.  At  this  time  the 
shouts  became  loud  and  continual ; the  ringing  of 
bells  incessant;  the  beating  of  uncommonly  large 
drums  (without  either  science  or  regularity)  uninter- 
rupted ; and  only  surpassed  in  noisy  discord  by  the 
deep  groans  and  shrill  yells  of  the  human  voice, 
which,  we  concluded,  proceeded  from  the  victims 
intended  for  the  cruel  offering.  But  we  were  mis- 
taken ; it  was  the  voice  of  ceremony,  not  of  regret ; 
the  workings  of  superstition,  not  of  the  heart. 
All  was  bustle  and  noise;  the  spiral  smoke,  from 
amazingly  lai'ge  fires,  whitened  all  the  atmosphere, 
strongly  contrasting  with,  and  showing  to  advan- 
tage, the  mingling  groups  of  the  supposed  descend- 
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ants  of  Ham,  whom  the  red  light  from  the  fires 
enabled  us  to  see,  as  they  traversed  about  in  every 
direction.  Captain  Evans  had  held  a conference 
with  some  of  the  other  captains,  and,  having  learned 
that  the  sacrifice  would  commence  at  about  tw'o 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  they  proposed  leaving  the 
ships  at  that  hour,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  witness 
the  inhuman  cereiuony  from  its  commencement. 
Tlie  hour  arrived,  and,  after  strictly  enjoining  that 
the  ship’s  boat  should  not  be  sent  ashore,  under  any 
pretence  whatever,  except  to  fetch  liimself  on  board, 
he  left  the  Hudibras.  When  day  dawned  on  the 
eastern  horizon,  lie  returned,  and  hailed  the  ship. 
I was  awake;  curiosity,  inherent  in  man,  drove 
Somnus  from  my  hammock.  I had  read  of  ray 
own  species  being  immolated  on  the  altar  of  super- 
stition ; which  begat  in  me  a strong  desire  to  be  a 
witness  to  the  delusion,  that  these  infatuated  mortals 
must  suffer,  before  they  could  cheerfully  yield  obe- 
dience to  a custom  so  repugnant  to  that  European 
maxim — “ Self-preservation  is  the  first  law  of  na- 
ture.” In  hope  of  accomplishing  my  wish,  I 
readily  jumped  into  the  boat ; the  cooper  followed, 
and  we  soon  rowed  to  land.  Tragical,  indeed, 
must  have  been  the  scenes  witnessed  by  Captain 
Evans,  ere  he  would  have  turned  from  them, 
horror-stricken,  as  his  looks  betrayed  him  to  be. 
Nature,  in  his  formation,  left  out  her  tender  sensi- 
bilities. No  common  acts  of  cruelty,  no  every-day 
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misery,  touched  his  heart,  naturally  callous,  novr 
become  adamantine,  from  habits  of  life,  acquired 
and  established  in  that  matcliless  seminary  of  moral 
depravity,  a slave  ship ! Conformably  to  his  in- 
structions, we  made  the  boat  fast  to  a canoe,  and 
repaired  to  a Palaver-house,  on  a site  between  the 
town  and  the  river ; at  which  place,  he  said,  a man 
was  going  to  be  beheaded.  He  did  not  wish  to  go 
immediately  on  board,  but  would  soon  see  us  again. 

The  cooper  of  the  Preston  was  at  the  Palaver- 
house,  when  A\'e  got  there : he  had  seen  several  fall 
beneath  the  executioner’s  ready  knife,  and,  reading 
fear  in  my  countenance,  and  timidity  in  my  actions, 
he  bade  me  take  courage,  assuring  me  that,  to  vis, 
there  was  no  danger.  He  w as  the  only  wdiite  person 
we  saw,  and,  had  lie  not  been  tliere,  we  should  not 
have  stopped:  fear  would  have  triumphed  over 
cui'iosity,  notwithstanding  the  number  of  natives, 
at  tliat  time,  did  not  exceed  tw  enty,  amongst  wdiom 
w^as  one  devoted  to  destruction.  A gentle  acclivity 
was  the  spot  in  wdiich  he  w^as  desired  to  sit ; w^here, 
for  the  purpose,  was  a small  post,  w ell  secured : he 
complied  w ith  the  greatest  clieerfulness,  placing  his 
iiack  against  it ; his  arms  were  then  placed  on  his 
back,  ench’cling  the  post,  and,  in  this  position,  tied 
fast : his  great  toes  w'ere  next  tied  together.  This 
done,  a rope,  made  from  the  inner  bark  of  a tree,  by 
tlie  natives,  was  produced,  having  a noose  at  one  of 
its  ends,  which  w as  placed  round  the  upper  part  of 
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his  head:  the  noose  was  then  drawn  tight  at  the 
back  part^  and  brought  forward  across  his  eyes  and 
nose,  with  great  care.  The  victim,  during  all  this 
time,  never  once  lost  his  cheerfulness ; but  conversed 
with  all  around  him,  with  a degree  of  pleasantry 
that  astonished  and  confounded  me;  nodding  and 
smiling  with  the  utmost  composure  to  individuals, 
who  whispered  something  in  his  ear.  It  is  certain 
that  many  a youth  leads  to  the  altar  of  hymen  the 
woman  of  his  choice,  with  less  apparent  satisfaction, 
than  was  manifested  by  this  deluded  negro,  in  his 
now  unenviable  situation.  After  the  noose  was 
properly  placed  and  drawn  tight,  the  other  end  of 
tlie  rope  was  given  to  several  young  men,  with  in- 
structions to  pull  with  all  their  strength  : they  did 
so ; at  the  same  time,  another  young  black  stepped 
up  to  the  devoted  slave,  wielding  a club  of  her- 
culean bulk,  and  with  it  he  struck  the  poor  fellow, 
over  his  shoulders,  several  dreadful  blows.  Not  a 
single  murmur  escaped  him : his  heroic  resolution 
would  have  dignified  a good  cause,  and  demanded 
the  admiration  of  the  world.  In  me,  it  excited  pity 
alike  for  his  sufferings  and  infatuation.  The  club 
gave  place  to  a large  French  knife,  measuring 
about  fifteen  inches  in  length,  which  the  young 
negro  brandished  about,  as  if  going  to  strike : but, 
he  wanted  fortitude  ; his  courage  forsook  him.  A 
tremour  agitated  his  whole  frame,  and  unnerved  his 
arm ; it  fell  to  his  side  as  useless ; overpowered  by 
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sensibility,  he  declined  the  office  assigned  him.  All 
this  time  the  young  men  were  pulling  at  the  rope. 
The  knife  was  eagerly  seized  by  another  of  more 
nerve,  who,  at  one  cut,  severed  the  head  from  the 
shoulders ; the  young  men  still  pulling,  tore  it  from 
the  breast,  to  which  it  was  attached  by  the  skin, 
and  ran  off  with  it  with  savage  haste,  so  that  I never 
saw  it  more.  At  such  a time,  could  any  thing  have 
excited  a laugh,  it  would  have  been  the  whimsical 
remark  of  the  cooper  belonging  to  the  Preston,  who 
observed  that  the  woolly  head  of  the  black  would 
fly  off,  like  that  of  a tobacco  pipe  when  struck  at 
the  opposite  end. 

Fear  and  astonishment  at  once  possessed  me,  as  I 
walked  close  up  to  the  headless  body ; for  a ruffian- 
like man  made  his  appearance,  and  a strange  appear- 
ance he  made.  He  was  without  hat,  which  showed 
to  advantage  large  bunches  of  feathers,  " of  varied 
hue,”  placed  behind  his  ears : his  right  hand  grasped 
a cutlass ; his  left  supported  a shield,  on  which  were 
fastened  small  bells  ; a bell  was  also  suspended  from 
his  waist,  hanging  backward.  F erocity  had  stamped 
him  its  legitimate  offspring ; his  features,  ugly  in 
themselves,  were  rendered  more  so  by  the  chagrin 
he  felt,  in  being  disappointed  of  performing  the 
part  of  executioner.  He  arrived  too  late ; but,  not 
so  late  as  to  prevent  his  sanguinary  mind  from  en- 
joying a savage  pleasure  in  maiming  the  mutilated 
body.  With  his  cutlass,  he  made  a blow  at  one  of 
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its  legs^  and  instantly  ran  away.  He  had  served  in 
the  navy  several  years,  and  resided  in  Liverpool, 
where  he  might  have  become  humanized.  But 
surprize  at  the  inhumanity  of  an  ignorant  negro 
ceases,  lost  in  the  serious  reflection,  that  an  English 
captain  furnished  slaves  for  this  and  similar  sacri- 
fices, in  the  same  number  as  a chief  of  the  highest 
rank.  “ Oh,  shame,  where  is  thy  blush !” 

Every  moment  expecting  the  return  of  our  cap- 
tain, absorbed  in  reflection  on  what  I had  seen, 
and  being  desirous  of  avoiding,  in  future,  such 
scenes  of  cruel  superstition,  I refused  entering  the 
town,  where  the  bloody  business  was  going  on  with 
activity,  preferring  the  beach,  where  I expected  to 
find  solitude.  I returned,  but  had  not  walked  long 
on  the  sands,  when  shouts,  and  the  noise  of  small 
drums,  struck  on  my  ears.  Hastily  turning  my 
head  towards  the  town,  I received  a greater  shock 
than  I had  done  at  the  Palaver-house : for  about 
twenty  boys,  the  oldest  not  more  than  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  of  age,  were  dragging,  with  frantic 
joy,  the  headless  body  of  a young  female,  with  the 
post  to  which  she  had  been  fastened : her  appear- 
ance bespoke  her  not  more  than  sixteen.  Exultingly, 
these  young  savages  pointed  to  her  neck,  still  spout- 
ing blood,  as  they  trailed  her  on  the  pebbled  beach, 
towards  a recess,  which  they  entered,  singing, 
shouting,  and  laughing,  as  they  delivered  up  the 
bleeding  body  to  nearly  their  own  number  of  men, 
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women,  and  youths,  of  both  sexes,  who  were  as- 
sembled together,  and  who  applauded,  rather  than 
censured,  the  ferocity  of  these  infant  barbarians. 
In  the  recess,  were  the  mangled  bodies  of  several 
others,  brought  thither  for  the  purpose  of  commit- 
ting them  to  the  water.  It  was  now  nearly  high 
water,  when  four  men,  landing  from  a canoe,  ad- 
vanced to  the  place,  and  took  away  six  of  the  dead 
bodies,  which  they  tied  to  the  outside  of  the  canoe, 
to  be  ready,  when  the  tide  should  serve,  for  the 
purpose  just  mentioned ; then  to  be  cut  loose,  in 
expectation  of  their  drifting  away,  never  more  to 
be  seen.  Notwithstanding  this  precaution,  some  of 
them  were  washed  ashore,  upwards  of  a fortnight 
after. 

The  sacrifice  being  finished,  after  removing  the 
dead  bodies  from  the  different  squares,  and  cleans- 
ing away  the  blood,  the  funeral  ceremony  of  the 
chief  took  place,  to  honour  whom  there  Avas  such  a 
lavish  waste  of  human  blood.  A grand  procession 
was  formed,  consisting  of  chiefs,  inferior  traders, 
and  Ausiters.  The  chiefs,  according  to  rank,  took 
precedency,  and  walked  tAvo  and  tA\’o,  followed  by 
the  others ; among  Avhom  numbers  appeared,  wear- 
ing white  aprons,  apparently  goats’  skins,  and  carry- 
ing muskets,  some  in  their  hands,  others  on  their 
shoulders.  From  the  town,  they  proceeded  to  the 
shade,  where  rested  the  remains  of  the  chief,  round 
which  they  formed  a circle.  A grave  had  been  pre- 
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viously  dug,  immediately  under  the  platform,  suffi- 
ciently capacious  to  receive  both  it  and  the  body, 
wliich  were  now  lowered  down  into  it;  together 
with  (as  I was  informed)  the  heads  of  the  sad  victims 
of  infatuation  ! These  I did  not  see,  and  therefore 
I will  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  it.  During  the 
interment,  an  irregulai-  firing  was  kept  up  by  those 
who  had  the  muskets : the  procession  then  returned 
into  the  town.  The  whole  of  the  ceremony  occupied 
about  two  hours.  The  bustle  subsided ; all  became 
tranquil ; tlie  sun  visited  other  climes ; and  fires 
were  kept  burning  during  the  whole  night. 

Previous  to  the  interment,  two  temporary  tents 
were  formed  by  the  natives,  by  joining  at  the  top 
three  spars  of  unequal  length : the  two  short  ones, 
which  formed  the  front,  or  entrance,  were  distant 
from  each  other,  at  their  greatest  opening,  about 
five  yards,  and  fastened  to  the  ground,  intersecting 
each  other  within  a foot  of  then*  greatest  eleva- 
tion ; their  smallest  ends  being  uppermost.  On  the 
point  of  intersection,  rested  the  smallest  end  of 
the  third  spar,  well  secured ; this  was  considerably 
longer  than  the  other  two ; and  when  extended,  in 
a direction  opposite  to  the  centre  of  the  other  two, 
it  was  also  fastened  to  the  ground,  forming  the 
skeleton  of  a tent.  Its  two  sides  were  covered  in  by 
means  of  small  branches  and  leaves  of  the  bamboo  ; 
the  whole  forming  a triangle  of  unequal  sides,  and 
ready  for  their  destined  use. 
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The  morning  after  the  interment  was  set  apart  for 
the  observance  of  a sacrifice  of  a more  simple  nature : 
the  whole  moveable  property  belonging  to  the  de- 
ceased chief  was  deposited  near  the  newly-erected 
tents ; even  his  canoe^  which  was  chained  to  a large 
tree ; kettles,  pans,  and  every  kitchen  utensil ; all 
his  wearing  apparel,  forming  a most  valuable  ward- 
robe, chiefly  of  English  and  French  fabric.  The 
small  cattle,  goats,  and  fowls,  whicli  the  other  chiefs 
provided  for  the  occasion,  were  now  killed,  and  their 
blood  sprinkled,  or  rather  thrown,  over  the  whole 
of  the  wearing  apparel,  drapery,  &c.;  when  every 
thing  of  European  manufacture  w^as  hung  up  in  the 
two  tents ; the  utensils,  and  other  articles  from  the 
same  quarter  of  the  globe,  w^ere  also  placed  therein  ; 
while  the  natural  products,  or  the  w'orks  of  African 
ingenuity  and  industry,  were  laid  on  the  ground, 
arranged  with  great  regularity.  All  w'ere  rendered 
useless ; the  canoe,  as  w^ell  as  the  vessels  used  for 
the  culinary  and  domestic  purposes,  were  broken, 
but  not  materially  altered  in  form.  With  this  de- 
struction terminated  the  sacrifice ; and  the  remainder 
of  the  day  was  spent  according  to  the  inclination  of 
the  assembled  multitudes.  The  following  morning 
witnessed  the  departure  of  the  chiefs  and  visitants 
from  distant  places ; but  not  in  the  regular  manner 
in  which  they  arrived.  May  countless  ages  unite 
with  eternity,  before  anotlier  sacrifice  takes  place,  so 
degrading  to  the  moral  character  of  the  votaries,  and 
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SO  hateful  to  the  members  of  civilized  society,  who 
are  either  casual  spectators  of  the  murderous  scene, 
or  who  learn  the  almost  incredible  account  thereof 
from  the  writings  of  a faithful  narrator.  A mud  wall 
was  raised,  to  surround  the  sacred  deposit,  except  on 
the  water  side ; and  centinels  were  stationed  on  the 
ground  to  guard  it  day  and  night : lamps  were  kept 
burning  during  the  latter  portion  of  time. 

How  Captain  Evans  disposed  of  hunself,  from  the 
time  of  his  directing  us  to  the  scene  of  blood,  to  the 
time  that  we  rowed  him  on  board,  I never  learned. 

Having  heard  much  of  fate,  destiny,  and  necessity, 
without  possessing  sufficient  theological  knowledge 
to  draw  right  conclusions  from  certain  premises,  or 
to  argue  the  subject  with  philosophical  precision ; 
I began  to  think  that  there  was  some  truth  in  judi- 
cial astrology,  and  that  some  malign  planet  had 
predominance  at  my  birth,  which  continued  to  shed 
on  me  its  baneful  influence  through  life ; for  I no 
sooner  extricated  myself  from  one  scrape,  than  I fell 
into  another,  without  any  design  or  premeditation. 

Being  sent  ashore  one  day,  with  the  party  who 
generally  split  the  firewood,  we  incautiously  landed 
on  the  ground  rendered  sacred  by  the  deposit  of 
the  late  chief.  In  landing,  I unluckily  broke  an 
earthenware  mug,  out  of  which  the  party  drank 
water:  accidental  as  it  was,  I expected  being  se- 
verely beat ; for,  the  sailors  like  their  betters,  were 
morose  and  harsh  under  disappointment.  Chance, 
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however,  (if  there  is  such  a thing)  directed  my  eye 
to  a small  calabash  that  lay  on  the  ground,  which, 
in  my  estimation,  presented  an  excellent  substitute 
for  the  broken  mug  : the  discovery  removed  a load 
of  care  from  my  mind.  I seized  it  with  transport, 
but  was  suddenly  seized  myself  by  an  athletic, 
grim-looking  negro.  And  if  1 experienced  feai 
from  the  grasp  of  Egbo  Young,  in  Liverpool  Hall, 

I now  stood  trembling  under  that  of  a raw-boned 
slave,  whose  very  looks  would  chill  the  blood  ot 
courage  itself,  and  almost  petrified  me.  The  cala- 
bash had  been  the  property  of  the  recently-deceased 
chief ; and  the  black,  in  whose  clutches  I w'as,  had 
been  placed  there  to  guard  the  ground  from  pro- 
fanation, and  the  property  from  stealth.  I expected 
instant  death,  from  a spear  that  he  had  in  his  right 
hand,  as  he  shook  me  most  unfeelingly,  at  the  same 
time  exclaiming,  “ you  no  see  dead  man  ; livvie 
here!”  Finding  that  I had  committed  myself,  I 
concluded  that  to  apologize  w'as  the  least,  and  per- 
haps the  best  thing  I could  do ; when  the  mind’s 
friendly  prompter,  memory,  brought  to  my  recollec- 
tion the  apology  I had  made  to  Egbo  Young,  under 
a similar  perplexity.  I resorted  to  it,  when,  to  my 
surprise,  either  that,  or  my  penitential  look,  or  both, 
had  the  desired  effect ; he  seemed  sensibly  affected 
with  my  trepidation,  and  desired  me  to  place  the 
calabash  in  the  very  place  where  I found  it.  I did 
so ; the  spot  was  easily  found,  by  the  impression  on 
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tne  sand,  where  it  had  lain  for  some  time;  with 
great  care  every  particle  of  sand  was  restored  to 
its  former  situation,  the  effecting  of  which  gave 
him  great  pleasure.  So  that  whatever  conclusions 
Lavater  would  have  drawn  from  the  hard  features 
of  this  centinel,  mine  were  erroneous.  He  suffered 
us  to  depart  without  further  molestation,  and  we 
never  after  ran  the  risk  of  meeting  with  severity  of 
treatment  for  landing  on  sacred  ground. 

During  our  long  stay  on  the  Coast,  time  must 
have  appeared  irksome,  had  it  not  happened  that 
each  day  afforded  scenes  for  reflection,  recreation, 
or  observation;  though  not  always  meriting  the 
attention  of  the  philosopher,  the  scholar,  or  the 
naturalist.  Sailors  are  rarely  any  of  the  three,  and 
generally  claim  the  privilege  of  relating  their  adven- 
tures in  their  own  way;  sometimes  amusing,  with 
whimsicality  of  incident;  sometimes  edifying  the 
mind,  by  reflections  on  the  manners  and  customs 
of  men  of  opposite  creeds  and  diversified  opinions; 
and,  not  unfrequently,  guarding  their  readers  against 
making  a fatal  choice  in  the  pursuits  of  life  by 
describing  the  dangers  of  one,  the  precariousness 
of  another,  and,  in  general,  the  disappointments  of 
all.  The  first  time  I ever  remember  to  have  seen 
Much  ado  about  nothing,”  was  on  the  evening  of 
a fine  day,  as  I was  traversing  the  banks  of  a rivulet 
ruminating  on  - the  frailty  of  all  human  grandeur,” 
occasioned  by  my  proximity  to  the  burying  ground 
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of  the  Europeans,  denominated  the  Yellow  Sands. 
With  folded  arms,  and  head  bent  towards  the  shal- 
low water,  whose  ripplings  seemed  to  accord  with 
musing  melancholy,”  at  the  edge  of  the  water, 
nearly  beneath  the  shelving  bank,  I perceived  two 
black  women,  as  I thought,  catching  small  fishes, 
so  small  that  they  eluded  my  sight.  Each  of  them 
had  a sieve,  and  a short  but  strong  stick,  with 
which  they  stin-ed  up  the  sand  and  gravel  from  the 
bottom  of  the  bank,  filling  their  sieves  therewith. 

I approached  nearer  to  them,  gazing  attentively  on 
them,  and  noticing  the  operation  they  appeared  so 
busily  employed  in  : to  me  they  seemed  very  awk- 
ward, though  very  assiduous ; still  I could  not  dis- 
cern any  fish.  You  have  great  patience,”  said  I : 
« pray  what  kind  of  fish  are  you  trying  to  catch?” 
They  looked  up  and  returned  an  answer,  but  I 
knew  not  what  they  said.  After  some  time,  I ad- 
tlressed  them  again,  and  found  that  they  could 
scarcely  speak  any  English,  yet  just  enough  to  make 
me  understand  that  they  were  in  search  of  gold. 
Though  they  sought  each  sieve  full  over  with  the 
greatest  care,  emptied,  and  renewed  them  with  un- 
wearied diligence,  I had  not  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  smallest  sample ; for  this  simple  reason,  they  did 
not  find  any. 


OF  A MINOR. 


69 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Groundless  Alarm  of  the  Author — Quarrel  between  two  of  the 
Crew — Humanity  and  Politeness  Displayed  by  the  French 
Captain — Strange  Adventure — Instance  of  Theft  in  the  Na- 
tives—Pugnacity  of  the  Cat-fish — Occurrences  on  board 

Quarrelsome  Disposition  of  Aqua — How  subdued Sarah 

Dancing  of  the  Slaves — Affecting  Occurrence  on  the  accidental 
Meeting  Of  Sarah  and  her  Mother-Mode  of  purchasing 

Slaves — The  Author  becomes  a Favourite  with  the  Women 

Desertion  of  Sailors  from  the  English  Ship  to  the  French 
Ship  Fever  in  the  Hudibras — General  Sickness  on  board  the 
Hudibras — African  Mode  of  Cure. 

The  mind,  though,  when  under  the  sane  regula- 
tion of  reason  and  influence  of  reflection,  capable  of 
displaying  the  greatest  magnanimity,  when  suddenly 
surprised,  evinces  fear,  productive  of  the  most  ridi- 
culous, and  frequently  even  fatal  effects.  Perambu- 
lating my  favourite  walk,  the  sands,  near  the  edge 
of  a wood,  a noise,  as  if  of  beating,  struck  my  ear ; 
naturally  of  an  inquisitive  turn,  I approached  the 
spot  whence  the  sound  proceeded,  but  could  not 
discover  the  cause  of  it.  Thump,  thump,  thump ! 
went  the  sound,  and  pit-a-pat  went  my  heart ; 
though  not  before  I had  listened  attentively  some 
time,  and  exjffored  that  part  of  the  wood  diligently, 
but  cautiously : still  the  sound  seemed  near.  Youth- 
ful stories  of  supernatural  agencies,  foisted  on  the 
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world  in  the  pleasing  language  of  fiction,  conjured 
up  apprehensions  in  my  mind  Avhich  I could  not 
divest  myself  of;  and  just  as  I was  picturing  to  my 
imagination  the  demon  of  evil,  an  old  black  woman, 
of  meagre  aspect,  and  quite  naked,  presented  herself 
to  my  view,  with  a hatchet  in  one  hand  and  a 
tobacco-pipe  in  her  mouth.  This  was  enough,  to  a 
timid  lad  with  romantic  notions;  off  I scampered 
towards  the  sands,  while  she,  equally  surprised, 
retreated  further  into  the  wood ; perhaps  under  the 
same  impressions:  we  botli  halted,  turned  lound, 
gazed  at  each  other.  I advanced  towards  her, 
smiling;  she  did  tlie  same  towards  me:  we  met, 
shook  hands,  laughed  heartily  at  my  mistake,  and 
after  discovering  that  the  noise  was  caused  by  her 
splitting  firewood,  and  that  an  uncommonly  large 
tree,  surrounded  by  underwood,  had  concealed  her 
from  my  sight,  we  parted,  each  to  follow  our  own 
pursuits.  I strolled  into  Enshee  To'w  n,  here  I 
related  the  circumstance,  in  the  way  of  anecdote, 
to  my  acquaintance,  the  half-enlightened  black,  ^ 
noted  for  his  curiously  plaited  head  of  hair.  His 
wife  showed  a beautiful  set  of  teetli,  as  she  good 
humoredly  laughed  at  my  ignorance,  in  imagining 
the  evil  spirit  to  be  black ; when  all  the  world  (she 
said)  knew  that  he  was  white.  So  much,  thought 
I,  for  the  prejudices  of  education,  habit,  supersti- 
tion, and  other  weaknesses. 

As  the  interposition  of  an  opaque  body  causes  an 
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eclipse  of  the  sun  and  moon,  so  prejudice  causes  a 
mental  eclipse,  often  total,  with  continuance ; unless 
some  favourable  circumstance,  equivalent  to  the 
motion  of  the  revolving  spheres,  produces  an  altera- 
tion in  the  relative  condition  of  the  objects  eclipsing 
and  eclipsed.  An  apposite  illustration  of  this  re- 
mark presented  itself  to  my  recollection,  in  an  affair 
of  honour  between  two  of  our  crew.  Quarrelling 
on  board,  they  agreed  to  end  the  dispute  ashore,  in 
the  old  English  fashion,  by  fighting  with  the  Avea- 
pons  nature  provided  for  them,  their  fists.  The 
spot  was  fixed  on,  the  combatants  met,  and  to  it 
they  set  with  pugilistic  fury.  After  a few  rounds, 
that  would  not  have  disgraced  a Johnson  of  those 
days,  or  a Crib  of  the  present,  an  elegantly  dressed 
gentleman  came  up,  and,  interposing,  parted  them, 
saying,  « I am  sorry,  my  brave  men,  to  see  you  ill 
treat  one  another  j you  have  ill  treatment  enough  to 
bear  from  your  officers.  Let  me,  a stranger,  prevail 
on  you  to  be  reconciled  to  each  other;  you  have 
enemies  enow  to  contend  Avith  on  board;  shake 
hands,  and  be  friends.”  Thus  saying,  he  took  each 
by  the  hand ; they  saw  his  intention,  forgot  their 
animosity,  shook  hands  cordially,  put  on  their 
clothes,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  strange  gentle- 
man, accompanied  him  and  the  whole  of  the  specta— 
toi's  to  the  cooper’s  shop,  belonging  to  the  French 
ship ; of  which  we  discovered  him  to  be  the  captain.' 
He  there  politely  furnished  each  man  with  a glass 
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of  brandy  and  sea  biscuits,  conversing  in  the  most 
affable  and  agreeable  manner. 

Not  more  strongly  contrasted  were  those  hordes 
of  rude  Scandinavians,  whose  incursions  spread 
devastation  over  the  northern  world,  with  the  po- 
lished sons  of  ancient  Greece,  than  was  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  of  the  Hudibras  with  that  of  this 
French  captain,  whose  gentlemanly  deportment  and 
suavity  of  manners  won  the  hearts  of  all,  and  con- 
vinced me  of  the  erroneousness  of  national  antipa- 
thies. I had  been  prejudiced  against  a Frenchman 
from  cradled  infancy,  so  had  all  our  crew ; I knew  not 
wherefore,  nor  did  any  one  of  them.  The  trammels 
of  prejudice  now  gave  way  j reason  irradiated  my 
mind ; and,  from  that  moment,  I became  a young 
citizen  of  the  world,  and  looked  on  all  mankind  as 
my  brethren.  I weighed  actions ; merit  preponder- 
ated in  the  French  captain’s  favour ; and  prejudice 
was  no  more.  He  shunned  alike  the  company  and 
the  conduct  of  the  English  captains ; not  from  pre- 
judice, but  principle,  holding  their  tyrannical  pro- 
ceedings in  abhorrence  and  contempt. 

Amongst  the  inexplicable  casualties,  I have  always 
reckoned  one  which  transpired  soon  after  partaking 
of  the  French  captain's  biscuits  and  brandy.  Work- 
ing with  a messmate  under  a shed,  with  a cross-cut 
saw,  and  cracking  jokes  to  beguile  time,  pop  upon 
us,  unexpectedly,  at  the  aft  part  of  the  shed,  came 
two  young  female  blacks,  evidently,  from  their 
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dress,  of  superior  rank;  and,  compared  with  the 
bulk  of  their  countrywomen,  handsome.  Great 
taste  was  displayed  in  the  plaiting  of  their  hair, 
which  hung  on  the  shoulders  in  very  small  plaits, 
while  that  on  the  top  of  their  heads  was  curiously 
arranged,  and  divided  into  twelve  or  fourteen  tufts, 
of  singular  appearance.  On  their  wrists,  necks,  and 
ancles,  they  wore  beads,  and  romid  the  waist  each 
wore  a shawl,  of  elegant  workmanship,  and  of  the 
finest  texture.  Like  sister  twins,  they  dressed  alike, 
if  dress  it  may  be  called.  I eyed  them  askance,  but 
not  a single  word  escaped  the  lips  of  any  of  us ; they 
fixed  their  eyes  attentively,  but  modestly,  on  us; 
still  all  were  silent.  They  withdrew ; we  suspended 
our  work ; looked  foolishly  at  each  other,  as  if  we 
could  have  liked  to  ask.  Who  can  these  be.^  or. 
What  can  this  mean  ? However,  neither  of  us  ven« 
tured  to  ask  the  question,  and  we  resumed  our  work 
with  the  cross-cut  saw.  In  some  little  time  they 
returned  to  the  shed,  each  holding  a glass  of  brandy 
in  her  right  hand,  which  they  held  out  towards  us, 
but  spoke  not : to  account  for  it  I am  unable ; but 
brandy,  like  the  magnet,  had  the  power  of  attrac- 
tion; it  drew  us  from  the  cross-cut  saw  towards 
itself.  But  when  the  young  Africans  saw  us  come 
across  the  shed,  and  extend  our  hands  to  take  the 
pleasing  draught,  they  retired,  not  abruptly,  though 
trippingly,  “ on  the  light  fantastic  toe.”  Like  tlie 
speechless  ghosts,  in  some  of  our  modern  dramas. 
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they  beckoned  us  to  follow : though  one  of  the 
dead  languages,  we  both  understood  its  simple 
meaning,  but  not  its  subtleties.  We  left  not  the 
shed,  for  at  that  moment  a sailor,  belonging  to  one 
of  the  other  ships,  came  up  to  us,  who  seeing  the 
two  visiters,  and  pretending  a knowledge  of  their 
intentions,  complimented  them  with  vulgarity’s 
choicest  epithets.  They  looked  on  him  contemp- 
tuously, and  instantly  left  the  place.  He  then  told 
us  of  one  Taylor,  who,  under  similar  circumstances, 
had  been  poisoned  by  a female : but  that  certainly 
could  not  be  their  intention,  since  the  brandy,  if 
mixed  with  poison,  would  have  answered  the  end, 
when  we  would  have  taken  it  under  the  shed. 
Had  their  looks  or  gestures  been  meretricious,  an 
easy  interpretation  of  their  mysterious  conduct 
would  have  offered  itself.  He  suggested,  that,  had 
we  followed  them  home,  and  been  discovered  there, 
the  consequences  would  have  been  very  serious. 
They  might  have  been  so ; but,  though  there  was 
something  unaccountably  strange  in  their  behaviour, 
charity  induced  me  to  put  a better  construction  on 
it  than  the  unfavourable  one  of  the  strange  sailor, 
as  I never  received  any  injury  from  the  natives 
ashore,  or  suffered  any  loss,  except  indeed  my  pair 
of  drawers. 

The  following  fact,  however,  shows  that  the 
natives  will  steal,  when  opportunity  offers : — Being 
detached  witli  a number  of  our  hands  to  assist  in 
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fishing,  for  the  use  of  the  ship’s  company,  and,  from 
the  bad  state  of  my  leg,  being  excused  going  into 
tlie  water  to  drag  the  net,  which  was  very  large, 
I was  appointed  to  watch  the  boat.  It  was  left 
aground  by  the  ebbing  of  the  water,  and  in  the 
bows  of  it  were  placed  the  clothes  of  the  men,  who 
had  to  go  frequently  up  to  their  armpits  to  draw 
the  net  to  land ; the  sun  was  raging  with  meridian 
heat,  when  I,  to  avoid  its  scorching  rays,  got  out, 
and  (unlike  the  watchful  centinel  on  the  sacred 
ground)  laid  myself  down  in  the  small  shade  it  cast. 
Unperceived  by  me,  a black  man  came  up,  and  ran- 
sacked the  boat,  taking  away  with  him  as  many 
clothes  as  he  thought  jJroper.  Some  of  the  party, 
however,  though  at  a distance  from  tlie  thief,  saw 
him,  and  called  upon  me ; ashamed  and  afraid,  I 
immediately  jumped  on  my  feet,  and  beheld  the 
cooper  of  the  Preston  urging  his  way  to  shore,  in 
puisuit  of  the  man  whom  I ought  to  have  prevented 
stealing  the  clothes.  The  whole  party  w’ere  soon  in 
quick  pursuit,  but  the  cooper  led  the  van.  Away 
ran  the  black,  quite  naked,  towards  a wood:  in 
excellent  style  followed  the  cooper,  as  naked.  Fear 
of  being  caught  increased  the  speed  of  the  black, 
who,  perceiving  his  pursuer  gain  on  him,  threw 
some  of  his  booty  away.  A desire  of  recovering 
what  he  could,  in  such  a place,  so  ill  spare,  added 
wings  to  the  feet  of  the  cooper;  on  they  dashed 
with  well  contested  energy : tlie  sailors  were  double 
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distanced.  More  clothes  were  dropt ; all  would  not 
do : renewed  exertions  brought  the  cooper  so  near 
to  the  delinquent,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  shelter 
the  wood  afforded  him,  darting  into  it  like  an  un- 
tamed lion,  he  must  inevitably  have  fallen  a sacrifice 
to  the  crime  he  had  committed,  and  the  passion  of  his 
pursuer,  who,  though  he  had  recovered  all  the  stolen 
property,  swore,  that  had  he  overtaken  him,  he  would 
have  divorced  his  soul  from  his  rascally  body.  He 
had  made  several  voyages  in  the  Slave-Trade,  and 
bade  defiance  to  the  compunctious  visitings  of  con- 
science, at  least  when  in  health.  Prudence  pre- 
vented a further  pursuit ; he  returned  triumphantly, 
though  not  satisfied ; and  I expected  the  whole  of 
the  party  wreaking  their  vengeance  on  me,  their 
unwatchful  watchman.  But  my  insignificancy  v as 
overlooked,  in  the  adulatory  compliments  paid  to 
the  cooper,  who  was  compared  to  the  swiftest  of 
the  swift.  So  the  castigation  I anticipated  was  not 
inflicted ; for  which  I thanked  my  stars,  and  began 
to  think  them  more  propitious. 

Although  we  frequently  drew  the  net,  generally 
above  the  town,  and  although  the  river  seemed  cal- 
culated to  afford  abundance  of  fish,  we  were  not 
successful,  nor  were  the  crews  of  any  of  the  other 
ships.  The  most  common,  and  the  most  abundant, 
were  the  cat-fish,  mullet,  &c.  The  former  of  these 
are  very  large,  when  full  grown ; and  frequently 
attack  each  other,  at  all  ages,  two  of  the  same 
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size  contending  together ; when,  strange  as  it  may 
appear,  one  of  the  belligerent  fishes  will  contrive  to 
get  the  head  of  the  other  into  its  mouth.  Two  very 
fine  ones  were  caught  in  this  singular  situation, 
and  brought  on  board  our  ship;  they  were  soon 
separated,  and  furnished  a fresh  meal  to  many. 

The  increased  soreness  of  my  leg  now  prevented 
my  usual  visits  on  shore,  thereby  confining  my  obser- 
vations to  a small  sphere  of  action,  the  confines  of 
the  Hudibras.  The  transactions  on  board  of  her  I 
noticed  with  a scrutinizing  eye.  The  relation  of 
some  of  them,  as  they  occurred,  in  point  of  time, 
may  prove  perhaps  either  instructive  or  entertaining, 
as  nothing  shall  be  extenuated,”  nor  aught  set 
<lown  in  malice,”— not  an  idea  of  inmiodesty  con- 
taminate my  pages,  nor  a line  of  falsehood  disgrace 
them. 

The  number  of  our  slaves  had,  by  this  time,  been 
augmented  to  150,  besides  a number  of  pawns,  and 
one  corpulent  lady,  who  was  named  Aqua,  and  who 
was  neither  the  one  nor  the  other ; but  sent  on  board 
by  her  husband;  with  whom  she  was  a favourite,  to 
atone  for  the  frailty  of  her  nature.  Had  she  received 
lectures  daily  at  Billingsgate,  she  could  not  have 
acted  the  part  of  a termagant  better ; frequently 
abusing  every  one  who  came  near  her,  black  or 
white,  excepting  only  a little  black  female  or  two, 
her  assistants  in  dressing  her  hair.  I was  particu- 
lai-ly  the  object  of  her  spleen,  without  having  ever 
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given  her  the  least  provocation.  Once,  in  particular, 
like  a hen  defending  her  tender  young  from  the 
attacks  of  a playful  cur,  she  sprang  upon  me,  and, 
with  finger  nails,  like  talons  of  the  sparrow  hawk, 
fastened  on  my  face  with  both  hands.  I took  it  in 
dudgeon,  but  said  not  a word ; glad  to  escape  from 
such  a vixen,  with  no  other  marks  of  her  visit  than 
a face  covered  with  scratches. 

Knowing  that  she  was  not  in  the  condition  of  a 
slave,  and  judging  from  the  ornaments  which  she 
wore,  I suspected  that  she  was  a piece  of  consequence 
in  decay.  Little  did  I imagine  the  real  cause  of  her 
confinement  on  board  the  Hudibras : but,  desirous 
of  coming  at  the  truth,  if  possible,  with  my  face  still 
disfigured,  I visited  Enshee  Town  for  the  last  time, 
whence  I knew  she  came ; and,  if  ever  mortal  wished 
to  pry  into  family  secrets,  that  mortal  was  I.  Like 
some  quidnunc,  on  the  eve  of  important  negociation, 
or  commencement  of  hostilities,  running  here  and 
there  in  search  of  news,  I left  not  a stone  unturned, 
in  order  to  gain  a knowledge  of  Aqua’s  history; 
which,  though  detrimental  to  her  honour,  I listened 
to  with  satisfaction,  hoping,  by  the  discovery,  to 
avoid  in  future  her  unwelcome  salutations. 

I soon  learned  that  Aqua  was  the  wife  of  a chief 
of  Enshee  Towm ; she  was  of  an  amorous  disposition, 
fond  to  enthusiasm  of  European  anecdotes,  which 
she  listened  to  with  delight,  as  humorously  delivered 
by  a palaverer ; of  whom  there  were  several,  who 
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visited  the  difFerent  ships,  collected  all  the  informa- 
tion they  could  on  various  subjects,  and  afterwards 
retailed  it  out  to  those  on  shore,  who  themselves  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  it  on  board.  The 
one-eyed  palaverer,  who  lost  his  head  on  the  summit 
of  the  hill,  where  the  black  boy  stopped  my  drumming 
on  the  cylindrical  piece  of  dark-coloured  wood, 
palavered  the  corpulent  lady  out  of  her  honour,  car- 
rying on  with  her  an  illicit  intrigue,  which  the  chief 
discovering,  she  was  sentenced  to  banishment  on 
board  our  ship,  and  her  paramour,  the  tall,  thin,  one- 
eyed  palaverer,  to  death,  which  he  suffered,  as  before 
noticed. 

Though  it  indicates  littleness  of  mind  to  exult  in 
the  Aveaknesses  of  others,  the  triumph  I thought  I 
should  obtain  over  Aqua  produced  that  sensation  in 
me.  Like  one  put  in  jxissession  of  an  anticipated 
good,  I left  my  old  acquaintance  and  his  wife,  Avho 
laughed  at  my  simplicity  in  supposing  the  Devil 
black ; and,  whistling,  urged  my  way  back,  to  retali- 
ate, in  one  way  or  other,  on  the  exiled  Aqua.  Nor  did 
I long  want  an  opportunity ; for  I no  sooner  gained 
the  ship,  than  I went  upon  the  quarter  deck,  where 
she,  attended  by  her  little  black  girls,  Avere  placed, 
Avith  a mess  of  dried  yams  and  plantains  before  them.* 
They  Avere  scarcely  set  down,  wdien  she,  assuming  an 


• This  mess  is,  by  the  natives,  called  F.ffcry. 
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air  of  importance,  immediately  took  up  a quantity, 
and  threw  it  down  the  rudder  case  into  the  water. 
The  impropriety  of  her  conduct,  in  tliis  instance,  drew 
remonstrances  from  me ; well  knowing  that  Captain 
Evans  would  support  me  therein.  Scarcely  had  the 
reproof  escaped  my  lips,  ere  she  commenced  her 
usual  vociferations,  anger  sparkling  in  her  eyes. 
When,  taking  advantage  of  the  information  I had 
gained,  I immediately  closed  one  of  my  eyes  with 
my  finger  ; at  the  same  time  saying,  “ Aqua,  what 
was  you  sent  on  board  tliis  ship  for  The  question 
confused  her ; a consciousness  of  guilt  paralyzed  her 
hands,  which  were  ready  to  deepen  the  scratches 
on  my  face : doubtless  the  image  of  her  one-eyed 
paramour  stood  before  her;  she  appeared  much 
agitated,  restrained  the  violence  of  her  tongue,  shed 
tears,  and,  ever  after,  was  very  friendly  with  me. 

From  amongst  the  female  slaves,  our  captain  had 
selected  two,  to  whom  he  showed  greater  favours 
than  the  rest.  One  of  them  he  gave  the  name  of 
Sarah ; she  was  universally  respected  by  the  ship’s 
company,  which  is  not  often  tlie  case  with  favourites 
of  the  great,  who  are  more  frequently  objects  of 
envy  than  esteem.  She  was  the  best  singer  and 
dancer  of  all  the  captive  train.  “ Ever  lively  ! ever 
gay  !”  Sprightliness  was  in  her  every  gesture,  and 
good  nature  beamed  in  her  eyes.  Dancing,  con- 
ducive to  health,  was  performed  twice  a day,  in 
which  Sarah  appeared  to  great  advantage,  as  she 
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bounded  over  the  quarter-deck,  to  tlie  rude  strains 
of  African  melody. 

At  one  particular  time,  when  engaged  in  this 
recreative  exercise,  the  attention  of  all  on  deck  was 
arrested  by,  and  directed  to,  a canoe  close  in  shore, 
containing  three  persons ; one  of  whom  leaped  over- 
board, crossed  the  sands,  and  gained  an  adjoining 
wood.  The  other  two  soon  followed,  and  brought 
back  the  first,  who  was  scarcely  replaced  in  the 
canoe  ere  we  saw  another  attempt  made,  as  we 
thought,  to  escape.  The  same  person  plunged  into 
the  water  a second  time,  but  was  instantly  seized, 
and  secured  by  binding  the  arms  and  legs  with 
ropes.  Dancing  was  still  suspended,  all  eyes  being 
fixed  on  the  canoe,  which  soon  worked  up  to  the 
factory  ship;  but,  as  Captain  Brighouse  was  on 
board  the  Hudibras  at  the  time,  his  mate  directed 
the  people  in  the  boat  with  the  slave,  who  was  for 
sale,  to  our  ship.  They  soon  came  alongside  of  us, 
when  it  was  seen  that  the  person  who  had  twice 
attempted  to  regain  her  liberty,  and  who  now  lay 
in  the  bottom  of  tlie  canoe,  was  an  elderly  female. 
The  cord  with  which  she  was  bound  being 'removed 
from  her  legs  and  arms,  she  was  assisted  upon  deck  : 
no  sooner  had  she  set  foot  tliereon,  than,  making  a 
spring,  like  a kangaroo,  she  fastened  on  the  face  of 
Knowland,  with  such  violence  as  to  produce  blood 
in  several  places : this  drew  on  her  a chastisement 
Irom  the  ready  cat  of  the  cruel  mate,  who  struck  as 
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if  he  were  beating  stock-fish  for  his  own  use.  She 
instantly  fell  on  the  deck,  and  lay  prostrate,  appa- 
rently in  fits,  but  whether  they  wei-e  real  or  pre- 
tended was  not  ascertained:  a number  of  female 
slaves  now  hastening  to  her  assistance,  and  address- 
ing themselves  to  her,  she  opened  her  eyes,  looked 
round,  arose,  became  a little  reconciled,  and  accom- 
panied them  to  another  party,  who  stood  on  the 
quarter-deck.  The  cheerful  Sarah  w^as  one  of  the 
group : her  large  penetrating  eyes  met  those  of  the 
newly-acquired  slave,  which,  notwithstanding  they 
were  dimmed  by  despondency,  shot  a ray  of  recog- 
nition on  those  of  Sarah : reciprocal  affection  filled 
their  breasts ; they  hesitated  not  a moment,  but,  like 
two  waves  commixing,  rushed  at  once  into  each 
others  arms  ! A wild  shriek  gave  vent  to  their  feel- 
ings,— a shriek  which  penetrated  the  heart  of  Know- 
land  himself,  though  more  impervious  than  the  fluke 
of  a sheet  anchor.  The  admirers  of  Melpomene  never 
witnessed,  in  scenic  representation,  such  real  touches 
of  nature, — such  bursts  of  undissembled  passion  : it 
was  the  unrestrained  language  of  the  soul, — the  in- 
corporation of  maternal  affection  and  filial  love ! I 
gazed  on  them  attentively,  and  was  not  ashamed  to 
wipe  away  a tear  of  sympathy,  which  I felt  on  my 
cheek.  They  continued  locked  in  a fond  embrace 
for  a considerable  time,  and,  w hen  they  separated,  it 
was  discovered  by  the  spectators,  that  a mother  had 
found  her  child, — a child  had  found  its  mother, — 
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both  in  captivity ! Faint,  and  almost  lifeless,  the 
age-stricken  mother  of  the  much-respected  Sarah 
was  taken  below,  attended  by  her  daughter. 

“Ye,  who  have  feelings  for  a tear, 

“ Give  nature  vent,  and  drop  it  here !” 

The  ill  treatment  which  the  mother  had  experienced, 
her  agonized  feelings,  and  the  convulsive  shock  she 
received,  in  the  discovery  of  her  daughter,  caused  an 
abortion : however,  as  that  daughter  was  a favourite 
with  the  captain,  every  attention  was  paid  to  the 
unhappy  woman,  who,  as  soon  as  she  was  able,  joined 
the  rest  of  her  countrywomen  in  their  amusements. 

Soon  after  this,  I had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
method  of  purchasing  slaves.  Captain  Brighouse 
being  again  in  our  ship,  when  another  slave  was 
brought  on  board  and  offered  for  sale.  The  pur- 
chaser pays,  in  the  first  instance,  with  copper  rods, 
about  eighteen  inches  long  and  one  inch  in  circum- 
ference, valued  at  about  one  shilling  each.  When  the 
trader  has  received  the  number  of  copper  rods  that  he 
is  entitled  to,  according  to  the  estimated  value  of  the 
wretches  he  has  trafficked  away,  he  names  the  dif- 
ferent articles  that  he  is  in  want  of,  for  trade  in  the 
interior,  such  as  guns,  gunpowder,  calico,  hardware, 
salt,  &c.  &c.  for  which  articles  he,  of  course,  makes 
the  best  bargain  he  can ; bartering  away  the  rights 
and  liberty  of  his  fellow-creatures,  as  unceremoni- 
ously as  a grazier  parts  with  a herd  of  cattle,  or  a 
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flock  of  sheep ; intent  only  on  taking  them  to  a good 
market,  no  matter  to  him  whether  they  die  under 
the  hand  of  some  brutal  captain,  or  are  worked  to 
death  in  a few  years,  to  fill  the  coffers  of  an  avai'i- 
cious  planter. 

The  person  I thus  saw  sold  was  a female,  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age,  of  interesting  appearance,  with 
well-formed  limbs,  features  uncommonly  regular 
and  handsome,  eyes  powerfully  expressive,  and 
manners  engaging  and  winning  in  the  extreme. 
She  eyed  us  Europeans  with  the  greatest  astonish- 
ment, as  a sort  of  natural  curiosities : it  seemed  as 
if  she  had  never  seen  any  white  people  till  now ; 
and  her  eyes  wandered  about  to  every  part  of  the 
vessel,  as  if  she  had  never  seen,  or  even  heard  of, 
such  a complicated  structure.  After  she  was  pur- 
chased, she  was  desired  to  join  the  other  females ; 
which  she  did  with  a dignified  grace,  calm  resig- 
nation to  her  fate,  and  sweetness  of  temper,  seldom 
expected  from,  and  much  more  seldom  found  in, 
persons  just  robbed  of  nature’s  charter,  freedom. 
From  the  first  moment  I saw  her,  I felt  an  interest 
in  her  welfare,  and  regretted  much  that  I could  not 
ameliorate  her  condition.  Her  personal  appearance 
and  engaging  manners  bespoke  her  superior  to  any 
of  the  chiefs’  wives,  or  favourites  whom  I had  seen. 
When  any  African  dish  was  wanted  in  the  cabin, 
she  was  always  consulted,  and  she  assisted  to  cook 
it ; to  me  she  was  partial,  and  frequently  reserved 
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for  me  a portion  of  whatever  she  had  a hand  in 
cooking.  Several  other  females,  especially  mothers 
of  childi-en,  would  shed  tears,  as  they  patted  my 
cheeks ; perhaps  from  knowing  and  commiserating 
my  unpleasant  situation.  Amongst  the  150  slaves 
who  were  now  on  board,  we  had  some  of  fourteen 
different  tribes  or  nations ; several  of  whom  spoke 
to  the  last  purchased  slave,  but  in  language  she  did 
not  understand.  At  length,  some  from  her  own 
nation  addressed  her ; and  she  listened  with  delight 
to  a tongue  the  same  as  that  spoken  by  her  friends 
and  relations,  now  a long  way  off,  and  perhaps 
severed  from  her  for  ever. 

The  time  now  arrived  when  the  French  ship  was 
about  to  leave  the  Coast,  and,  with  it,  some  of  the 
hands  belonging  to  all  the  English  ships  then  at 
Calabar ; at  least  so  they  expected.  Ill  treatment 
had  not  been  confined  to  the  Hudibras : the  crews 
of  the  other  ships  were  equally  dissatisfied  with  their 
respective  officers.  The  French  captain  had  behaved 
well  to  all,  and  many  formed  the  resolution  of  seek- 
ing his  protection  whenever  he  should  set  sail.  This 
determination  was  kept  a profound  secret  amongst 
the  men  before  the  mast.  Our  morning  watch 
comprised  Mr.  Aspinall  (mate  thereof),  myself,  and 
several  others.  Aurora  had  not  yet  tinged  with 
streaks  of  light  the  orient  sky.  The  mate  of  the 
watch  had  address  enough  to  station  the  landsmen 
in  such  parts  of  the  ship  as  he  knew  would  prevent 
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their  being  witnesses  to  the  premeditated  escape ; 
with  a positive  injunction  to  us  not  to  leave  our 
appointed  stations  before  day  break ; at  which  time 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  mate  of  the  watch  to  notify 
the  same  to  the  boatswain,  that  he  might  call  all 
hands.  No  call  being  made,  the  captain  sent  to 
know  the  reason,  at  the  same  time  washing  to  see 
the  officer  of  the  watch.  It  was  then  discovered 
that  he,  together  with  three  others,  was  missing, 
and  the  pinnace  was  also  gone.  We  w^ere  all 
astonished  at  their  having  eluded  our  observation, 
and  knew  not  what  to  answ'er  when  questioned  on 
the  subject.  The  muster-roll  w^as  immediately  called 
over,  by  which  means  it  w^as  ascertained  who  had 
deserted.  The  sun  now  shot  his  beams  obliquely 
from  the  verge  of  heaven ; the  mists  of  night  fled 
from  his  presence;  and  we  observed  the  pinnace, 
drifting  with  the  tide,  totally  abandoned.  In  a little 
time,  boats  came  alongside  of  us  from  the  different 
ships,  whose  hands  had  left  in  a similar  w^ay.  The 
captains  conferred  together,  and  their  conclusion 
was,  that  the  scoundrels  must  have  taken  refuge  in 
the  French  dog’s  ship,  on  board  which  they  resolved 
to  go,  apd  inquire  for  the  deserters.  They  did  so, 
but  the  French  captain  denied  having  any  know- 
ledge of  them ; though  he  said  he  knew  that  such 
treatment  as  they  experienced,  would  justify  any 
man  in  endeavouring  to  escape  from  it,  if  possible. 
Chagrined  at  such  an  observation,  and  unable  to 
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deny  the  charge^  they  roAved  ashore,  where  they 
engaged  several  of  the  natives  to  keep  a sharp  look 
out  for  the  absentees,  and  to  secure  them  if  they 
should  appear ; it  being  conjectured  that  they  were 
gone  overland  to  the  sea-coast,  there  to  remain  till 
the  French  ship  should  drop  down.  At  one  o’clock, 
p.  m.  not  the  least  intelligence  of  them  had  been  ob- 
tained from  the  natives  who  were  employed  on  shore. 
As  the  suspected  ship  got  under  way  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  Avas  dropping  down  apace,  the  English 
captains  determined  on  another  visit.  They  paid 
it ; when  the  French  captain  for  some  time  refused 
them  admission  on  board:  at  length,  perhaps  through 
threats,  he  Avas  induced  to  permit  a search ; he  let 
go  his  anchor,  and  the  search  took  place,  with  no 
better  success  than  before.  Again  they  left,  and 
Avith  the  flood-tide  returned  to  Calabar ; still  no  in- 
formation had  been  obtained  from  the  land  party  ; 
and  it  Avas  noAV  firmly  believed,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing their  former  searches  had  proved  unavailing, 
the  deserters  must  be  concealed  in  some  part  or 
other  of  the  French  vessel.  A boat  belonging  to  it 
having  arrived  at  Calabar,  to  fetch  something  on 
board,  it  was  immediately  taken  possession  of  by  the 
English  captains,  who  AA’^ere  resolved  to  examine 
once  more,  and,  if  opposed,  to  board  by  force.  To 
effect  this  purpose  they  unmoored  the  Rodney, 
threw  off  the  thatch,  procured  guns,  and  a sufficient 
number  of  hands  from  the  other  ships  to  work  them. 
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at  the  same  time  detaining  the  boat  at  Calabar. 
Night  advancing,  we  soon  lost  sight  of  the  Rodney, 
which  dr  opt  down  on  the  French  ship,  and,  as  we 
expected  an  engagement  would  take  place,  probably 
near  Parrot  Island,  we  were  all  anxiety  to  know  the 
result ; and,  in  the  rough  manner  in  which  sailors 
pray,  we  implored  the  protection  of  heaven  on  our 
common  friend,  though  he  was  of  another  nation.  He 
ordered,  as  we  afterwards  learnt,  a number  of  guns 
to  be  brought  from  below,  not  having  more  than  six 
upon  deck  ; but  no  engagement  took  place.  Think- 
ing, probably,  that  the  men  -were  secure  from  dis- 
covery, he  admitted  the  whole  posse  on  board 
without  opposition  : the  consequence  was,  from  the 
numbers  employed,  that  every  man  was  discovered, 
amongst  a quantity  of  rice,  nearly  suffocated  : they 
were  speedily  dragged  from  the  rice,  and  each  con- 
veyed to  his  respective  ship  almost  naked,  no  time 
being  allowed  them  to  get  their  clothes  and  trunks 
after  discovery.  On  the  return  of  Mr.  A spinall,  and 
the  other  three,  they  were  immediately  put  in  irons, 
and  exposed  in  tliem  for  several  weeks,  on  the  fore- 
castle of  the  Hudibras.  Still,  however,  Mr.  Aspinall 
not  only  had  his  meat  sent  out  of  the  cabin,  but 
might  have  been  liberated  from  his  fetters,  had  he 
not  nobly  refused  to  accept  his  freedom,  except  the 
others  were  also  set  at  liberty : he  asserted  that  he 
was  more  to  blame  than  the  others,  if  blame  could 
attach  itself  to  any  of  them ; not  only  because  he 
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was  an  officer,  but  because  he  was  the  projector  of 
the  desertion.  I must,  in  justice  to  him,  mention 
that  he  always  divided  his  victuals  with  his  forecastle 
companions;  possessing,  during  their  whole  con- 
finement, a great  flow  of  spirits,  regulated  by  the 
coolest  composure. 

Sickness  now  prevailed  in  all  the  British  ships,  par- 
ticularly amongst  the  whites.  Mr.  Aspinall,  knowing 
that  cleanliness  was  a preventive  of  many  contagious 
disorders,  urged  to  his  messmates  in  disgrace  the 
utility  of  daily  washing  themselves  all  over,  and  in 
other  respects  keeping  themselves  clean.  Death 
raged  fiercely  in  most  of  the  vessels : the  Rodney 
exhibited  a melancholy  scene,  nearly  all  her  hands 
being  swept  away.  Boats  were  constantly  plying 
between  the  ships  and  the  shore,  with  the  bodies  of 
dead  sailors  for  interment.  We  lost  eight  in  the 
whole.  Those  who  had  any  discharge  b}"^  natural 
issue,  such  as  ulcerated  legs,  &c.  escaped  the  fever, 
so  fatal  to  many.  I,  of  course,  kept  free,  though 
continually  attending  on  them.  Four  men  in  good 
health  wei-e  now  too  many  to  be  set  in  irons  on  the 
forecastle,  when  so  many  were  confined  to  their 
hammocks,  or  on  the  sick  list.  Policy,  therefore, 
pointed  out  their  liberation  as  a necessary  measure, 
and  they  were  accordingly  set  at  liberty.  We  were 
noAv  in  a deplorable  condition : the  ship  had  no  sur- 
geon ; and  his  mate  was  chiefly  on  board  the  Preston, 
where  the  sick  slaves  were  kept ; except  when  any 
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were  suddenly  taien  ill,  in  which  case  Mr.  Dickenson 
was  sent  for,  or  Mr.  Jolly,  surgeon  of  the  factory  ship. 
A medicine  chest,  nearly  empty,  occasioned  many  to 
remain  longer  ill  than  they  otherwise  would  have 
done.  No  salve,  no  lint,  was  served  out  to  dress 
such  as  required  their  aid  ; oakum  was  substituted 
in  the  place  of  lint;  and  for  salve  we  had  no  substi- 
tute. Thus  circumstanced,  life  became  of  little 
value,  and  death  scarcely  dreaded.  We  only  lost 
two  slaves  by  death,  previous  to  putting  to  sea. 

Though  I escaped  the  malignancy  of  the  fever 
now  so  prevalent,  I was  not  wholly  exempt  from 
affliction,  being  seized  with  a lightness  and  swim- 
ming in  my  head,  and  an  uncommon  inclination  to 
vomit,  without  the  power  to  eject  any  thing  from 
the  stomach.  I felt  extremely  unwell,  but  did  the 
duties  of  my  station  until  evening  : when  my  legs 
completely  failed  me,  and  I fell  down  on  the  deck, 
powerless,  though  quite  sensible.  Mr.  Aspinall,  ever 
assiduous  in  doing  good,  ordered  me  to  be  taken 
below,  into  that  part  of  the  ship  destined  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  female  slaves,  in  wliich  were  several 
at  the  time  of  iny  being  conveyed  thither.  Some  of 
them  asked  me  numerous  questions,  which  I was 
prevented  answering,  by  something  rising  in  my 
throat  whenever  I attempted  to  speak.  The  prin- 
cipal question  was  put  in  their  own  language,  “ yar- 
ree  ? yarree  ?”  or  “ which  is  the  part  affected,  or 
ill  ?”  I laid  my  hand  on  my  stomach  and  pointed 
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to  my  head:  they  understood  my  meaning,  and, 
with  a solicitude  characteristic  of  the  sex  in  general 
for  the  ease  of  suffering  humanity,  they  began  rub- 
bing me  with  their  hands,  as  if  to  producelieat,  or 
cause  an  easier  circulation  of  the  great  supporter  of 
life.  But  rubbing  was  a gentle  operation  compared 
with  what  followed,  which  was  rolling  me  about,  on 
the  bare  boards,  like  dough  under  the  hands  of  a 
baker.  Whether  I possessed  the  sense  of  feeling 
more  acutely  now  than  at  the  commencement  of  the 
operation,  or  whether  zeal  for  my  recovery  urged 
them  to  greater  exertions,  demanding  more  pressure 
on  me  in  the  act  of  rolling,  is  a point  which  I am 
wholly  incompetent  to  settle;  but  I shall  never  for- 
get  how  I importuned  them  to  desist,  but  importuned 
in  vain.  Respiration  became  more  easy,  from  which 
I augured  good.  Still,  they  rubbed  and  rolled,  and 
rolled  and  rubbed,  exclaiming  to  each  other,  “ We- 
woo  ! yarree  ! yarree  ! erawoo.”  (Make  haste,  be 
quick;  sickness  will  soon  go  away.)  As  soon  as 
Knowland  understood  where  I was,  notwithstand- 
ing he  had  also  learned  the  condition  I was  in,  he 
hurried,  with  eyes  flashing  fury,  into  the  women’s 
apartment ; and,  with  as  much  tenderness  as  if  he 
had  been  suckled  by  a tigress  on  Mount  Atlas, 
dragged  me  upon  deck.  Here  I might  have  suf- 
fered from  the  effects  of  his  savage  disposition,  had 
not  a superintending  Providence  raised  up  a good 
Samaritan  in  my  belialf,  in  the  person  of  the  com- 
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passiojiate  Mr.  Aspinall,  whose  remonstrances 
sliamed,  and  tlireatenings  cowed,  the  Christian- 
Nero,  Knowland.  The  medical  assistance  (d’  Mr. 
Jolly  (surgeon  of  the  Preston),  in  a few  days,  had 
a happy  effect;  I was  returned  convalescent,  and 
soon  restored  to  my  former  health ; which  I enjoyed 
almost  uninterruptedly  during  our  stay  on  the  Coast 
'of  Africa. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Death  and  Interment  of  a favourite  Female  Slave Projected 

Insurrection  of  the  Slaves  on  board  the  Hudibras Redemption 

of  all  the  Pawns  except  one — The  Ship  leaves  tlie  River 

Imminent  Danger  and  happy  Escape  of  the  Author Dreadful 

Insurrection  of  the  Male  Slaves — Battle  on  Deck Many 

Slaves  killed  and  drowned — The  Slaves  shave  themselves— 
Unpleasant  office  of  watching  the  mutinous  and  enraged 
Slaves — Second  Plot,  in  which  the  P'emale  Slaves  have  the 

chief  part— Discovered,  and  the  Ringleaders  punished The 

Eboes. 

In  the  death  of  the  first  slave,  the  females  suffered 
a severe  loss;  she  was  the  soul  of  sociality,  and, 
amongst  her  countrywomen,  an  oracle  of  literature ; 
far  superior  to  them  in  their  amusements,  and  uni- 
versally esteemed  by  them.  When  living,  in  order 
to  render  more  easy  the  hours  of  her  sisters  in  exile, 
she  would  sing  slow  airs,  of  a pathetic  nature,  and 
lecite  such  pieces  as  moved  the  passions;  exciting 
joy  or  grief,  pleasure  or  pain,  as  fancy  or  inclination 
led.  The  use  of  the  quarter-deck  w'as  allowed  the 
female  slaves,  during  these  recitations  and  airs;  where 
they  formed  themselves  into  circles,  the  youngest 
constituting  the  innermost  circle,  and  so  on,  several 
deep,  the  most  aged  always  being  found  outermost. 
This  songstress  was  also  an  orator ; her  situation, 
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vhen  speaking,  v/as  in  the  centre  of  the  interior 
circle ; her  attitude,  kneeling,  nearly  prostrate,  with 
hands  stretched  forth  and  placed  upon  the  deck, 
and  her  head  resting  on  her  hands.  In  this  posture, 
she  delivered  her  orations ; the  other  females  joining 
in  responses,  or  a kind  of  chorus,  at  the  close  of  par- 
ticular sentences.  An  air  of  solemnity  ran  through 
the  whole,  which,  though  I did  not  understand  the 
s])eech,  seldom  failed  to  affect  my  mind,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  cause  me  to  shed  tears  of  involuntary 
.sympathy  : reflection  suggesting  that  they  might  be 
speaking  of  friends  far  distant,  and  of  homes  now 
no  more.  These,  though  sombre  subjects,  fill  the 
soul  with  a pleasing  melancholy,  and  never  fail  to 
rouse  the  mind  from  * apath)'^,  if  sunk  therein,  pre- 
paring it  for  a train  of  thinking,  which  otherwise  it 
never  would  have  acquired.  So  partial  were  these 
poor  Africans  to  singing  in  chorus,  that  they  seldom 
sat  down  to  eat  their  victuals,  or  knelt  to  scour  the 
decks,  without  singing  songs,  in  which  it  could  be 
introduced. 

The  loss  of  this  slave  was  more  severely  felt,  as 
.she  died  suddenly.  After  her  demise,  her  body  was 
laid  on  the  deck,  until  the  time  of  interment,  which 
took  place  at  the  next  flood-tide.  During  the  whole 
of  this  interval,  her  companions  expressed  the  most 
lioart-felt  sorrow.  It  was  loud,  deep,  and  impres- 
sive; and  they  often  whispered  in  her  ear,  in  the 
same  way,  and  from  the  same  motive,  as  the  specta- 
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tors  did  to  the  young  man  whom  I saw  offered  uj) 
in  sacrifice ; viz.  from  a notion  that  the  spirit  still 
continued  in,  or  hovered  about,  its  former  habitation, 
that  it  retained  all  its  powers,  and  would  execute 
their  commands,  in  the  representation  of  their 
wishes,  to  be  remembered  to  their  friends  in  the 
other  country,  when  they  should  meet  again.  At 
the  usual  time,  five  in  the  evening,  the  female  slaves 
were  ordered  below ; it  was  not  yet  high  water,  and 
the  remains  of  her  who  had  so  largely  contributed 
to  dispel  the  gloom  attending  a state  of  slavery  in  its 
mildest  form,  still  lay  on  the  deck.  They  grieved  to 
leave  them  to  the  mercy  of  white  men,  whom  expe- 
rience showed  to  be  cruel,  and  preconceived  notions 
lepresented  as  cannibals.  No  sooner  were  they  in 
their  own  apartments,  than  loud  and  general  mur- 
murings  bespoke  what  was  passing  in  their  minds. 
On  inquii'y  being  made  into  the  cause,  the  answer 
was,  that  they  were  sent  below,  in  order  that  we 
might  begin  to  eat  their  dead  favourite : and,  such 
was  the  force  with  which  this  impression  had  fixed 
itself  on  their  fear-fraught  minds,  that  no  assurances 
to  the  contrary  could  efface  it.  As  soon  as  these 
expressions  of  their  fears  were  communicated  to 
Captain  Evans,  he  ordered  several  of  the  complain- 
ants to  come  upon  deck,  when,  in  their  presence,  the 
corpse  was  lowered  into  the  water,  with  the  observ- 
ance of  rather  more  decency  in  the  manner  of  doing 
It,  than  generally  appeai-ed  in  the  funeral  of  a slave. 
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This  act  of  policy  produced  a good  effect,  in  tran- 
quillizing their  minds ; they  returned  to  their  com- 
})anions,  much  pleased ; the  murmurs  subsided,  and 
all  appeared  to  wear  the  aspect  of  satisfaction. 

But  this  quiet  was  like  the  dead  calm  that  usually 
precedes  a storm ; mischief  of  the  most  fatal  nature 
was  plotting,  which,  at  no  distant  time,  w’as  to  be 
practised  against  the  Avhole  of  the  whites  on  board. 
In  the  list  of  our  slaves,  were  several  men,  who,  by 
living  at  Calabar  and  the  neighbouring  tow'iis,  had 
learned  the  English  tongue  so  as  to  speak  it  very 
well;  men  who,  for  the  commission  of  some  mis- 
demeanor, had  forfeited  their  freedom,  and  who, 
desirous  of  regaining  their  liberty  at  any  risk,  had 
for  some  time  been  sowing  the  seeds  of  discontent 
in  the  minds  of  the  less  guilty,  but  equally  unfortu- 
nate slaves,  of  both  sexes.  The  impression  made 
by  the  idea  of  the  object  of  their  admiration  and 
esteem  being  eaten,  was  laid  hold  of  by  these  mal- 
contents, and  used  to  advance  their  own  sinister 
views.  Mrs.  Aqua  was  suspected  to  be  a principal 
agent  in  the  storm  that  was  gathering,  as  she  Avas  a 
woman  of  subtle  mind  and  deep  intrigue ; possess- 
iiiff  Great  influence  over  the  female  slaves,  from  the 
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consideration  of  the  rank  she  had  held  previous  to 
tlie  faux  pas  she  made  with  the  tall,  thin,  one-eyed 
palaverer,  and  from  the  prospect  she  had  of  being 
again  restored  to  confidence  and  favour. 

The  time  had  now  arrived,  when  the  signal  was 
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hoisted^  to  acquaint  those  who  had  any  pawns  on 
board,  that  the  time  of  their  redemption  was  at  hand ; 
It  consisted  of  the  foretopsail  loosed,  and  waved  four- 
teen days  previous  to  our  sailing,  during  which  time, 
the  fathers  or  friends  of  the  pawns  redeemed  them,  if 
in  their  power  to  do  so.  Pawns  are  the  sons  or  daugh- 
ters of  inferior  traders,  who,  from  gaming  or  losses  in 
trade,  pledge  them  for  what  they  may  want  in  trade, 
enjoying  the  right  of  redeeming  them ; but,  if  they 
are  unable,  then  the  pawn  becomes  a slave,  and  is 
treated  as  such  accordingly.  All  our  pawns  Avere 
redeemed,  except  one,  a young  female,  whose  father 
frequently  visited  her  during  the  time  that  the  signal 
Avas  flying ; but  as  he  was  unable  to  redeem  her,  she 
Avas,  of  course,  brought  away.  The  parting  scene 
Avas  affecting,  beyond  the  poAver  of  Avords  adequately 
to  pourtray.  Desparingly  , the  father  fixed  his  eyes  on 
the  deck,  as  he  pressed  her  right  hand  between  both 
his,  before  he  raised  it  to  his  heart : his  tears  wetted 
the  place  over  which  his  drooping  head  inclined,  ere, 
with  fervency,  he  clasped  her  in  a last  embrace ! 
His  features  betrayed  the  agony  of  his  soul,  as  he 
raised  his  face  to  lieaA'^en,  to  implore  its  protection 
on  a noAv  orphan  child,  the  only  one  left  of  a 
numerous  offspring.  She,  unhappy  creature,  felt 
too  keenly  the  operation  of  disappointment  on  her 
mind,  to  speak  her  sufferings.  Affliction  stifled 
expression.  A convulsive  sigh  escaped  her  lips, 
deep,  as  if  Avrung  from  a broken  heart : but  sor- 
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row’s  solace,  tears,  eased  her  oppressed  bosom,  as 
they  watered  the  breast  of  her  distressed  father. 
Siglis,  tears,  and  embraces,  supplied  the  jslace  of 
wmrds ; and  their  dumb  eloquence  found  a w^ay  to 
my  heart,  sooner  than  the  most  studied  declamation 
could  have  done ; though  it  touched  not  the  impe- 
netrable souls  of  those  who  had  a prospect  of  gain 
in  her  detention.  Without  the  least  emotion  of  sym- 
pathy, they  beheld  him  leave  the  ship,  and,  in  it,  one 
whom  his  misfortunes  had  reduced  to  wretchedness. 
Yet  they  w^ere  more  than  commonly  indulgent, 
allowing  her  to  feast  her  eyes,  by  viewing  him,  as 
he  slowly  retraced  his  steps  to  the  towm. 

Having  now  360  slaves  on  board,  we  watered  the 
ship  from  the  river,  commencing  at  half  ebb,  it  being 
brackish  at  high  water ; and  took  in  provisions  for 
a sea  stock,  the  produce  of  Africa,  yams,  di-ied  plan- 
tains, palm  oil,  Szc.  Rice  and  split  peas  we  had  on 
board.  The  redeemed  pawms,  with  their  friends, 
had  now  all  returned  ashore,  and  with  them  Aqua, 
whose  generous  husband  received  her  again  into 
favour. 

The  vessel  was  got  under  w^ay  in  the  morning,  to 
the  inexpressible  joy  of  the  w hole  crew^,  who  had 
now  been  six  months  on  the  Coast,  exposed  to  every 
sort  of  hardship,  insult,  and  privation.  Captain 
Brighouse  piloted  us  dowm  the  river,  and  over  the 
bar,  where  the  anchor  w^as  let  go ; he  remained  on 
board  all  night,  during  wdiich  time  a strong  westerly 
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wind  sprang  up,  keeping  her  head  to.  Our  pinnace 
was  astern,  and  frequently  jolted  with  great  violence 
against  the  counter  of  the  ship,  being  under  the 
wind,  and  the  ebb  tide  acting  against  her ; it  was 
found  necessary  to  place  a person  in  her  bows,  to 
keep  her  clear  of  the  ship.  After  dark,  I was 
ordered  into  the  boat,  to  relieve  the  person  who  had 
been  stationed  in  it  some  time.  In  this  situation  I 
had  not  remained  more  than  half  an  hour,  when  the 
flood  tide  set  in,  and  the  wind  still  blowing  from 
the  west,  both  acted  together,  and  carried  the  pin- 
nace from  the  vessel,  rendering  my  presence  in  her 
useless.  Fatigued,  I laid  down  in  the  stern  thereof, 
and  fell  asleep ; but  cbeamed  not  of  the  danger  to 
Avhich  I was  exposed  from  inadvertency  or  accident. 
’V\'hen  I awoke,  all  was  dark  as  midnight  gloom  ; 
no  ship,  no  land  to  be  seen;  the  agitated  waves 
affording  a phosphoric  light,  as  they  dashed  against 
the  pinnace,  enabled  me  to  discern  that  I was  adrift, 
the  rope  by  which  she  was  fastened  to  the  Hudibras 
having  given  way.  Without  compass,  without  sail, 
or  even  an  oar,  I found  myself  rapidly  carried  along 
by  the  increasing  tide,  but  knew  not  whither  I was 
drifting ; no  friendly  watch  pointed  out  to  me  the 
dubious  hour : I knew  not  how  long  I had  been  the 
sport  of  a dangerous  element,  or  how  long  it  would 
be  ere  the  sun  would  shed  his  radiance  on  the  dis- 
tant horizon,  as  his  earliest  rays  emerged  from  the 
emerald  ocean.  A thousand  thoughts  crowded  on 
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my  mind ; still  I remained  collected,  though  not 
w ithout  fear. 

The  clouds  began  to  break,  indicative  of  returning 
day,  w'hen  a shout  burst  on  my  ears,  but  not  suffi- 
ciently loud  or  articulate  for  me  to  define.  I looked 
round,  but  could  not  see  any  object  capable  of 
imitating  the  human  A^oice.  I held  my  bre.olh, 
from  a belief  that  I should  hear  the  better,  but 
still  heard  nothing  except  the  whistling  of  the  wind, 
as  it  lashed  the  foaming  surges,  urging  foiwvard, 
on  their  undulating  surface,  the  unguided  pinnace. 

I began  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  my  hearing, 
concluding  that  the  fancied  sound  Avas  the  effect  of 
a reverie,  or  Avaking  dream.  With  ai*ms  folded 
across  my  breast,  I sat  doAvn  on  a seat  in  the  boat, 
and  gave  myself'  up  to  reflection ; but  Avas  soon 
roused  therefrom  by  a second  shout;  I started  up, 
not  through  fear,  but  surprise : the  mists  of  night 
were  precipitating  themselves  mto  the  ocean,  in 
denser  bodies,  before  the  opening  morn,  vi'hich 
enabled  me  to  descry  a vessel  sailing  toAvards  rae.^ 
I answered  the  second  shout,  and,  in  a short  time, 
liad  the  unspeakable  pleasure  of  seeing  it  alongside 
of  the  pinnace,  out  of  which  I threAv  a chain  to  the 
})eople  on  boai*d  the  other.  They  soon  made  it  fast, 
and  let  go  their  anchor,  when  I immediately  got  on 
board.  She  Avas  an  oj^en  boat,  Avith  lug  sails ; I 
believe  from  Cameroens,  bound  to  Old  Calabar. 
She  had  ship})ed  much  Avater,  thereby  spoiling  the 
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provisions^  of  which  I partook  a little  with  the 
crew ; relating  to  them,  as  we  refreshed  ourselves, 
the  accidental  cause  of  my  being  knocking  about, 
in  the  manner  and  situation  in  which  they  found 
me ; informing  them  also  that  our  ship  was  over  the 
bar,  notwithstanding  we  could  not  see  it.  Day  at 
length  dawned,  but  still  no  ship  appeared  in  vieAV. 
To  numberless  questions,  truth  dictated  as  many 
answers,  the  simplicity  of  Avhich  afforded  amuse- 
ment to  the  anxious  inquirers. 

It  was  now  broad  day-light,  and  Ave  perceived  at 
a distance  a small  boat,  pulling  toAvards  us,  with 
vigorous  strokes  of  the  oar.  It  proved  to  be  the 
yaAvl  of  the  Hudibras,  containing  Mr.  Jarratt  and 
four  of  the  creAv,  w'ho  had  been  appointed  by  our 
captain  to  search  for  me  and  the  pinnace.  The 
boat’s  anchor  Avas  Aveighed,  and  we  proceeded  to 
the  ship,  Avhere  Ave  arrived  before  noon.  To  my 
great  satisfaction  and  surprise,  I escaped  a beating, 
which  I had  expected  to  receive  for  having  fallen 
asleep.  I immediately  fell  to  Avork,  stowing  away 
yams,  and  heard  nothing  of  my  absence  from  duty. 
Captain  Brighouse  iioav  prepared  for  his  departure, 
taking  with  him  several  muskets,  pistols,  and  cut- 
lasses. His  boat,  and  the  boat  that  took  me  up,  left 
together,  the  latter  being  supplied  with  both  water 
and  provisions  from  the  Hudibras ; thus  verifying 
the  old  adage— ’Tis  an  ill  Avind  that  blows  nobody 
profit.” 
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We  got  iiDcler  way,  and  sailed  pleasantly  on,  till 
about  four  o’clock  p.  m.  the  following  day,  when 
we  had  to  regret  the  loss  of  the  muskets,  &c.,  which 
Captain  Brighouse  had  removed  to  the  Preston. 
Although  the  female  slaves  had  murmured  much, 
through  fear,  as  we  thought  and  as  they  declared, 
of  their  dead  companion  being  eaten  by  us,  we  had 
no  suspicion  of  a meditated  revolt,  which,  however, 
was  projected  by  the  slaves  whom  I mentioned 
before  as  exciting  discontent,  joined  by  the  Eboe 
negroes,  who  are  a strong  masculine  people.  Hav- 
ing assisted  Mr.  Brown  to  fill  a number  of  large  case 
bottles,  from  a piece  of  brandy,  we  each  took  a little, 
after  which  I came  upon  deck,  when  I was  ordered 
forward,  to  remove  some  tubs  aft.  My  way  lay 
through  the  barricade  door:  the  barricade  was  a 
strong  partition,  ten  feet  high,  running  across  the  ship, 
near  the  mainmast ; and  the  male  slaves  were  sta- 
tioned before  this  partition.  On  my  way  back  with 
the  tub,  I stopped  to  speak  to  an  Eboe^  with  whom 
I was  on  very  friendly  terms;  but,  to  my  great 
astonishment,  he  paid  no  attention  to  me : like  Cain, 
his  countenance  was  fallen,  and  he  eyed  me  with  a 
surly  contempt,  but  spoke  not  a word.  Tub  after 
tub  was  fetched  aft,  without  any  thing  particular 
occurring;  the  provisions  of  all  the  slaves  were 
then  sent  forward  and  distributed,  as  was  custom- 
hy  Messrs.  Knowland  and  Bowen,  a common 
sailor,  and  a boy.  Their  provisions  were  bread, 
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with  the  usual  sauce,  made  of  palm  oil.  See.  Sec. 
All  weie  now  assembled,  w'hen,  instead  of  receiving 
them  gladly,  as  they  had  done  before,  a fierce  and 
cruel  attack  was  simultaneously  made  by  all  the 
male  slaves,  with  handspikes,  billets  of  wood, 
and  brick-bats,  which  were  used  for  scouring  the 
decks.  The  four  distributors  of  the  victuals  were 
in  an  instant  knocked  down,  severely  wounded, 
and  only  rescued  from  death  by  our  people 
on  the  booms.  Mr.  Knowland  received  a most 
dreadful  contusion  on  the  forehead ; both  his  eyes 
were  swoln  up,  so  that  he  could  not  see.  The 
boy  crept  aft  out  of  their  reach;  the  women, 
alarmed,  retired  below,  and  were  properly  secured. 
This  step  saved  both  us  and  the  ship  from  being 
lost ; for,  had  they  acted  conjointly  with  the  men, 
no  force  or  policy  of  ©urs  could  have  saved  us  from 
defeat,  and  consequent  destruction.  But  the  reAmlt 
took  place  sooner  than  was  intended,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  nearly  losing  sight  of  land,  which 
they  dreaded,  as,  in  that  case,  they  would  not  know 
in  what  direction  to  steer  their  course,  so  as  to 
regain  it.  Princes  Island  was  now  in  sight,  but, 
ere  midnight  (the  intended  time  of  massacreing  the 
whole  of  the  whites)  it  would  be  lost  to  them  for 
ever. 

The  countenances  of  the  men  were  appalling; 
rage  fired  their  glaring  eye  balls,  which  rolled  about. 
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as  if  suspecting  danger  from  every  quarter,  or  de- 
termined to  deal  out  destruction  on  all  wlio  opposed 
them.  With  clenched  fists,  and  horrid  grins,  biting 
their  lips,  and  exasperated  to  desperation,  they 
hurled  at  us  defiance,  but  were  fortunately  pre- 
vented scaling  the  barricade.  Nothing  else  could 
have  saved  us : their  fury  was  beyond  expression, 
and  so  alarmed  the  crew,  that  several  precipitately 
fled,  in  tlie  greatest  ti-epidation,  to  the  maintop, 
thereby  not  only  exposing  the  rest  to  imminent 
danger,  but  tacitly  encouraging  the  revolters  to 
perseverance  in  their  revolt.  They  would  doubtless 
have  remained  in  their  hiding  place,  had  not  Capt. 
Evans  swore  that  he  would  blow  them  to  the  d — 1, 
if  they  did  not  come  down.  The  key  of  the  arms 
chest  was  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Brown,  who  could 
not  for  some  time  be  found.  I soon  remembered 
leaving  him  below,  after  drawing  off  the  brandy, 
and,  hastening  thither,  I found  him  asleep.  Though 
he  was  a mate,  I shook  him  violently,  awoke  him, 
and  hastily  explained  die  state  of  affairs  above : he 
disbelieved  me,  till  loud  shouts,  and  the  clanking 
of  fetters,  overcame  his  incredulity,  when  he  hurried 
to  the  arms  chest,  and  delivered  out  numbers  of 
muskets,  pistols,  and  cutlasses,  to  the  ship’s  com- 
pany. By  this  time,  the  most  desperate  of  the 
malcontents  had  got  upon  the  partition,  the  door 
being  securely  shut ; when  those  that  were  armed 
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with  cutlasses  rushed  up  to  the  barricade,  and  forced 
the  assailants  back.  Having  cleared  the  partition, 
tJiey  got  upon  the  booms,  and  laid  about  them  des- 
perately with  the  cutlasses  on  the  bare  heads  of  the 
enraged  blacks. 

Mr.  Jarratt  composedly  opened  the  barricade  door, 
and  discharged  a musket  amongst  the  poor  wretches : 
the  barrel  flew  from  the  stock,  and  was  instantly 
seized  by  an  athletic  negro,  who,  with  upraised, 
muscular  arm,  threatened  a dreadful  blow  at  Mr. 
Jarratt ; but  he  was  delivered  by  a sailor  on  the 
booms,  who  laid  open  his  opponent’s  head,  with  a 
well-directed  blow  of  a cutlass.  Order  would  have 
been  restored  much  sooner,  had  not  the  grossest 
neglect  rendered  muskets,  pistols,  and  ammunition 
nearly  useless : the  former  were  totally  out  of  re- 
paii  j the  latter,  wliich  were  ball  cartridges,  were 
spoiled,  having  contracted  so  much  dampness  as  to 
prevent  their  extraction  from  the  pouches  that  con- 
tained them.  Loose  powder,  however,  was  procured 
from  below,  and  sheet  lead  resorted  to,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  slugs : this,  together  with  the  loadinff 
of  muskets,  was  my  part  of  the  business ; and  our 
men  "were  thus  enabled  to  keep  up  a more  regular 
fire,  dealing  death  with  a lavish  hand  to  the  most 
forward  of  the  revolters,  whose  ai’dour  nothing  could 
repress,  as  long  as  they  saw  a probability  of  carrying 
their  point.  They  made  another  attempt  to  scale 
the  barricade,  calling  on  the  women  to  assist  them. 
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But  they  called  in  vain,  for  the  women,  as  before 
mentioned,  had  been  well  secured  below,  when  the 
attack  on  the  unsuspecting  whites  was  first  made. 
A powerful  Eboe  got  over  the  partition,  but  was 
secured  by  those  of  our  men,  who  had  not  arms ; 
Captain  Evans  particularly  enjoining  that  he  should 
not  be  put  to  death : their  attack  was  very  general, 
notwithstanding  that  the  fire  from  our  muskets  did 
great'  execution.  Captain  Evans,  with  a fusee  and 
fixed  bayonet  in  his  hands,  mounted  a scuttle  butt, 
near  the  partition  door,  where  he  remained,  till  the 
refractory  slaves  were  completely  driven  back.  In 
their  retreat,  they  evinced  the  first  symptoms  of 
fear,  though  not  before  they  saw  one  of  their 
countrymen  run  through  the  head  by  the  captain’s 
bayonet,  as  he  was  attempting  to  scale  the  partition. 

The  conduct  of  our  cook,  who  was  an  African 
black,  astonished  all  who  beheld  it,  filling  the  mind 
with  mixed  emotions  of  pity  and  indignation.  Snatch- 
ing up  a bucket,  he  filled  it  with  boiling  water  from 
his  copper,  and  deliberately  threw  the  whole  contents 
amongst  his  much-injured  countrymen,  whose  naked 
bodies  were  ill  calculated  to  endure  the  scalding  fluid. 
It  was  worse  than  all  the  weapons  used  against  them. 
Under  the  directions  of  Mr.  Jarratt,  the  cook  was 
also  the  first  that  entered  the  main  deck.  The  captain 
pushed  him  in  amongst  the  slaves,  he  being  armed ; 
he  d — d their  black  souls,  and  fought  furiously. 
Several  others,  armed  with  cutlasses,  rushed  at 
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once  upon  the  negroes,  who  finding  themselves 
overpoAvered,  gave  way  to  sudden  despair,  and 
began  to  leap  overboard.  The  scene  was  truly 
affecting ; many  of  the  killed  were  still  fettered  by 
the  leg  to  living  slaves,  in  which  case  they  assisted 
each  other  to  lift  the  dead  incumbrance  on  the  gun-< 
wale,  whence  both  were  plunged  into  the  water, 
never  more  to  be  cooped  up  in  the  « loathsome  hull 
of  a slave  ship,"  or  to  be  subject  to  the  severity  of 
unfeeling  task-masters,  whose  God  is  gold,  and  whose 
acts  of  devotion  are  the  infliction  of  merciless  stripes 
on  the  injured  and  defenceless.  Many  of  the  more 
timid  sought  shelter  in  the  pinnace ; about  one-third 
of  the  males  Avere  in  the  sea,  some  drowning,  Avith 
apparent  exultation  at  their  deliverance  from  slavery; 
others  Avishing  to  escape  a watery  grave,  when  so 
neai'ly  in  possession  of  one. 

The  captain,  desirous  of  rescuing  as  many  as 
would  accept  the  favour,  ordered  the  buoy  to  be 
thrown  overboard,  it  being  fastened  to  the  anchor 
by  Its  own  rope.  The  maintopsail  was  thrown  aback  ; 
so  that  those  who  could  swim  had  an  opportunity  of 
saving  themselves.  More  than  two-thirds  of  those 
in  the  water  clung  to  the  buoy  rope,  and  many  more 
might  have  done  so,  but  would  not ; fearful  of  being 
put  to  death  by  torture,  if  taken.  It  was  distressing 
to  the  lovers  of  humanity,  to  see  so  many  fellow 
creatures,  struggling  in  the  agonies  of  death,  rather 
than  prolong  a life  of  slavery.  Several  of  those  who 
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had  dead  men  chained  to  them,  attempted  to  catch 
hold  of  the  buoy  rope,  but  could  not : most  of  them, 
however,  were  hoisted  into  the  ship,  by  the  iron 
bolts  that  connected  their  legs  together.  Neptune 
(the  carpenter)  wasnow  employed  to  advantage,  being 
suspended  over  the  ship’s  sides,  for  the  purpose  of 
hooking  suitable  tackle  to  the  bolts  of  the  drowning 
slaves ; when  one,  who  was  not  chained,  but  in  the 
water,  seized  hold  of  the  carpenter  s leg,  >vith  the 
intention  of  pulling  him  into  the  sea.  He  paid 
dearly  for  his  temerity,  for  our  captain,  seeing  the 
circumstance,  levelled  his  fusee  at  the  black,  and 
shot  him  dead  in  an  instant.  After  being  in  the 
water  some  time,  most  of  the  slaves  manifested  a 
desire  to  be  saved ; some  laid  hold  of  the  rudder, 
whilst  others  entered  through  the  cabin  windows. 

As  they  entered,  or  were  got  on  board,  they  were 
instantly  put  below ; as  were  the  bodies  of  the  dead ; 
the  captain  concluding,  that  such  a spectacle  would 
intimidate  the  rest,  so  as  to  prevent  in  future  a re- 
currence to  similar  acts  of  hostility.  When  all  were 
below,  most  of  the  princijial  women,  together  with 
Sarah  and  her  mother,  were  summoned  on  the  quar- 
ter deck,  and  charged  with  having  had  previous 
knowledge  of  the  intended  revolt.  Each,  indivi- 
dually, denied  all  knowledge  of  any  concerted  plan, 
with  as  much  steadfastness  as  innocence  could  im- 
part; but  fear,  or  guilt,  was  strongly  marked  on 
their  countenances,  and,  from  circumstances  that 
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transpired  in  the  nighty  we  had  reason  to  form  the 
conclusion,  that  all  were  concerned  except  the 
children. 

Though  the  slaves  were  overpowered  by  severity, 
and  apparently  reduced  to  subordination,  he  must 
know  very  little  of  the  human  mind,  who  could  ex- 
pect that  men,  suffering  bodily  pain  and  debase- 
ment, with  the  loss  of  native  freedom,  should  calmly 
resign  themselves  to  the  will  of  their  oppressors, 
like  a lamb  to  the  knife  of  the  butcher,  without  at 
least  meditating  how  to  escape  the  one,  or  to  regain 
the  other.  Though  weapons  of  cruelty  had  muti- 
lated the  body,  they  could  not  subdue  the  free-born 
soul,  notwithstanding  its  energies  were  paralyzed 
by  existing  circumstances;  so  that,  when  all  appeared 
tranquil,  the  most  deadly  hatred  was  rankling  in 
the  minds  of  these  coerced  Africans.  We  discovered 
this  by  means  of  a black  boy,  who  could  speak  the 
languages  of  several  nations  of  negroes,  and  English 
tolerably  well.  He  was  the  property  of  Mr.  Jolly, 
and  was  coming  to  England,  as  a present  to  that 
gentleman’s  mother : as  she  resided  in  Bristol,  the 
name  of  that  city  was  given  to  the  boy.  He  was 
made  interpreter  between  our  captain  and  the  slaves, 
and  was  employed  to  persuade  them  to  come  upon 
deck,  two  at  a time,  which  he  found  great  difficulty 
in  effecting.  As  he  sat  on  the  coamings  of  the  hatch- 
way, his  legs  hanging  down  therein,  surrounded  by 
the  captain  and  other  officers,  all  anned,  some  of  the 
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slaves  seized  him  by  the  legs,  when  those  on  deck, 
perceiving  their  intention,  caught  hold  of  his  arms, 

. so  that,  between  the  contending  parties,  poor  Bristol 
w^as  nearly  quartered ; and  doubtless,  he  would  have 
had  some  of  his  limbs  dislocated  in  the  struggle,  had 
not  one  of  the  officers  discharged  a musket  amongst 
the  slaves,  which  caused  the  affrighted  blacks  to  let 
go  his  legs,  and  retire  in  dismay. 

The  scenes  of  carnage  which  they  had  recently 
beheld,  the  wounds  they  had  received  from  the 
hands  of  their  oppressors,  and  the  suspicion  which 
they  now  entertained,  that  it  was  wished  to  seduce 
them  from  each  other,  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
them  to  death,  had  a very  strong  effect  on  their 
mmds.  Bristol  told  them  that  the  captain  thought 
well  of  many  of  them ; that  he  was  sorry  to  find  so 
many  had  been  misled ; but  that  he  w’as  sure  they 
were  not  all  bad  men,  or  wished  to  kill  the  white 
people.  Such  as  wished  us  well  were  desired  to 
confide  in  our  friendly  intentions,  and  come  upon 
deck,  being  assured  that  no  molestation  should  be 
offered  to  any  of  them.  Night  had  come  on,  before 
the  assurances  of  Bristol  could  prevail  upon  two 
poor  fellows  to  venture  amongst  us ; mistrust,  for 
some  time,  kept  them  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder ; 
but  at  length,  taking  courage,  they  stepped  upon 
deck,  and  were  conducted  aft,  to  the  partition. 
Seated  upon  the  gratings,  they  were  asked  by  others 
whether  they  thought  we  should  kill  them,  if  they 
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came  up : being  answered  in  the  negative,  several 
ascended  the  ladder,  who  were  kindly  received,  and 
placed  with  the  other  two ; one  of  them  had  a severe 
cut  on  his  arm.  Soon  after,  all  that  were  able 
ascended,  amongst  whom  were  two  that  had  been 
dreadfully  scalded  by  the  black  cook,  in  the  act  of 
breaking  open  Mr.  Knowland’s  chest ; the  pillaging 
of  which  would  have  put  them  in  possession  of  a 
laige  French  knife,  supposed  to  have  been  at  some 
time  seen  by  them.  Mr.  Dickinson  dressed  the 
wounds  of  such  as  stood  in  need  of  surgical  assist- 
ance;  each  received  a little  refreshment,  and  they 
then  retired  to  their  own  apartments.  The  hatch 
was  laid  over  and  locked  securely,  and  at  nine 
o’clock  p.  m.  all  was  pronounced  safe. 

The  W'atch  upon  deck  was  well  armed,  during  the 
night ; the  silence  of  which  was  frequently  broken, 
by  the  male  slaves  charging  the  females  with  cow^- 
ardice  and  treachery,  in  not  assisting  them  to  regain 
their  liberty.  The  women  replied,  that  they  thought 
the  plot  w^as  discovered,  and  their  plan  frustrated. 
Owing  to  the  two  sexes  being  separated  from  each 
other  by  the  intervention  of  the  boys’  apartments, 
these  accusations  and  replies  were  made  in  a shout- 
ing tone;^  so  that  w^e  were  enabled  to  hear  the  whole 
conversation,  Avhich  strongly  criminated  Sarah,  her 
mother,  and  the  other  women,  who  had  stre- 
nuously denied  all  knowledge  of  the  existence  of 
any  plot,  to  massacre  the  ship's  company,  and 
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take  possession  of  the  vessel.  By  this  plot  all 
had  hoped  to  taste  the  sweets  of  liberty  once 
more,  and  range  without  restraint  their  native 
swamps,  or  sun-parched  plains.  The  desire  of 
liberty  is  universally  predominant  in  man,  whether 
born  in  crowded  cities,  where  refinement,  ease,  and 
luxury  prevail ; or  in  some  insulated  cabin,  whose 
smoke,  ascending  through  the  branches  of  surround- 
ing trees,  points  out  to  the  eye  of  the  traveller  the 
residence  of  his  own  species,  in  the  simplicity  of 
nature. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  men, 
women,  and  children,  were  all  ordered  upon  deck, 
which  was  the  ship’s  regulation  daily,  when  the 
weather  permitted  the  practice.  Razors  were  given 
out  to  a certain  number  of  the  men  slaves,  to  shave 
themselves  with,  their  beards  having  hitherto  been 
suffered  to  grow  ,*  which,  together  with  the  singular 
mode  of  wearing  their  hair,  gave  them  a formidable 
and  hideous  appearance  in  the  late  struggle,  when 
they  were  driven  to  desperation  and  madness.  Some 
of  them  had  each  side  of  their  heads  shaved,  quite 
bald,  leaving  a ridge  of  hair,  of  about  three  inches 
in  width,  running  from  the  forehead,  over  the 
crown,  down  to  the  neck,  much  lesembling  a 
helmet.  Others  shaved  the  very  part,  just  men- 
tioned as  a ridge,  of  about  the  same  width,  leaving 
a laro-e  bunch  of  hair  on  each  side  of  the  head ; 

O . > 1 

while  others  strove  to  excel  in  whimsicality  of  form, 
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giving  to  themselves  the  most  grotesque  appearance, 
especially  when  aided  by  a profusion  of  beard,  of 
which,  however,  they  divested  their  chins,  in  "the 
course  of  the  day.  As  razors,  m the  possession  of 
the  dissatisfied  and  oppressed,  would  have  been 
little  better  tlian  swords  in  the  hands  of  madmen, 
they  were  collected  in  again,  after  the  operation  of 
shaving  was  performed. 

As  Captain  Evans  knew  that  the  slaves  were 
coerced  into  submission,  not  content  with  their  con- 
dition or  treatment,  and  also  apprehended  another 
revolt,  he  deemed  it  necessary  that  a person  should 
be  stationed  in  the  men’s  apartment  during  the  night. 
Unenviable  situation ! uncoveted  post!  allotted  to  Mr. 
King,  who  had  now  lost  his  stewardship,  and  to 
myself,  who  conscientiously  Avished  them  all  in  their 
native  woods,  and  fervently  wished  myself  safe  in 
my  own  native  town.  The  night  was  to  be  divided 
into  watches,  of  four  hours  each,  commencing  at 
eight  o’clock.  I thanked  my  stars,  that  Mr.  King 
was  to  mount  the  first  guard,  which  he  did ; the 
time  seeming  to  haste  away  with  double  its  usual 
speed.  The  hour  of  tAvelve  had  now  arrived ; 
dreadtul  midnight  I and  I now  wished  that  my 
wacch  had  been  the  first  four  hours ; but,  as  Young 
observes,  wishing,  of  all  employments,  is  the 
worst.”  For  a consijjerable  time  I concealed  myself, 
and  heard  my  name  frequently  called  out,  to  go  to 
relieve  guard.  Reflecting  on  the  consequences  of 
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refusing  to  execute  the  commands  of  our  captain, 

I crept  reluctantly  to  my  post,  nearly  as  stupid  as 
one;  where  I found  poor  King  on  the  top  of  the 
ladder,  with  his  hands  hold  of  the  gratings,  and 
tears  in  his  eyes.  He  blamed  me  for  dilatoriness, 
and  appeared  as  little  satisfied  with  his  post  as  I 
was.  He  had  chosen  a seat  as  far  from  the  slaves, 
as  local  circumstances  would  admit;  and,  as  I looked 
upon  his  judgment  to  be  better  than  my  own,  I sat 
myself  down  on  his  seat ; keeping  at  a most  respect- 
ful distance,  except  when  I had  occasion  to  trim  one 
of  the  two  lamps  that  were  kept  burning  below,  I 
had  then  to  pass  by  many  of  them,  and  felt  much 
alarmed ; but  they  did  not  molest  me : the  other 
lamp  was  placed  against  the  upright  supporter,  near 
the  fore  hatchway,  close  by  the  ladder,  so  that  we 
could  supply  it  with  oil,  without  obtruding  ourselves 
on  the  much  suspected  and  injured  Africans.  The 
respite  I obtained  from  fear  was  spent  in  comparing 
the  different  speed  at  which  time  seems  to  travel, 
under  different  circumstances ; every  feather  might 
have  been  plucked  from  his  shoulders  and  heels  ; 
for  never  did  four  hours  seem  so  to  lag  ; I thought 
they  v/ould  never  pass  away.  Besides,  Mr.  King 
gave  me  half  an  hour  into  the  bargain,  by  way  of 
retaliation.  Never  did  ardent  lover  long  for  the 
an•i^•al  of  the  nuptial  hour,  with  more  earnestness, 
than  I did  for  the  re-appearance  of  the  discarded 
steward.  At  length  he  came,  the  hatch  m as 
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unlocked,  and  I was  relieved  from  my  unpleasant 
situation.  At  six  a.  m.  the  watch  below  terminated. 
The  ringleaders  in  the  late  revolt,  comprising  Eboes 
and  Koromantyns,  were  chained  ten  together ; and 
their  irons,  during  the  night,  were  constantly  clank- 
ing ; for,  as  numbers  of  the  slaves  were  afflicted  wdth 
a dysentery,  if  any  one  of  the  ten  had  to  answer  a 
call  of  nature,  the  other  nine  must  of  course  accom- 
pany him. 

The  next  night,  it  was  my  turn  to  watch  from 
eight  in  the  evening  till  midnight ; at  the  appointed 
time,  I entered  on  the  duties  of  my  station,  cheerfully, 
compared  with  my  feelings  the  night  before ; having, 
in  the  day,  as  I thought,  paved  the  way  to  recon- 
ciliation with  several  of  the  Eboe  slaves,  who  con- 
versed with  me  in  the  most  unreserved  and  amicable 
manner.  As  soon  as  I took  m}'-  station  on  the  lad- 
der, down  came  the  hatch,  which  was  locked  as 
before.  The  watch  upon  deck  were  well  armed, 
and  were  company  for  me:  though  not  afraid,  I 
anticipated  the  hour  of  my  deliverance ; but  great 
was  my  disappointment,  when  the  watch  proclaimed, 
instead  of  my  release,  that,  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
King’s  indisposition,  I must  maintain  my  post  till 
six  the  next  morning,  as  there  was  not  a soul  to  re- 
lieve me.  When  all  hopes  of  liberation  vanished, 
fear  took  possession  of  my  soul,  and  prevented  me, 
for  a considerable  time,  from  falling  asleep  ; for,  as 
I continued  on  the  ladder  all  night,  I was  appre- 
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hensive  that^  if  I closed  my  eyes,  the  slaves  v.'ould 
sein’e  me  as  they  did  young  Bristol,  and  drag  me 
amongst  them  by  the  heels. 

As  before,  I had  to  attend  the  lamp,  placed  on  the 
partition  aft ; and  I did  it  with  the  same  freedom 
Irom  molestation.  In  the  course  of  the  night,  I 
formed  an  acquaintance  with  several  who  slept  near 
the  ladder,  particularly  tlie  two  men  who  suffered 
so  much  from  the  cook’s  boiling  water ; also  with  a 
poAverful  young  Eboe,  the  fingers  of  whose  right 
liand  were  nearly  severed  therefrom  by  the  same 
desperate  cook,  Avho,  when  he  was  pushed  on  the 
main-deck,  aimed  a blow,  with  a clumsy  cutlass,  at 
the  young  man  just  noticed,  and  exaspei'ated  him 
to  such  a degree,  that  he  seized  hold  of  the  firmlj'- 
grasped  instrument,  suffering  the  cook  to  draw  it 
through  his  hand,  rather  than  quit  possession  of  it. 

Gaining  confidence,  I descended  the  ladder,  step 
by  step,  pausing  awhile  on  each,  and  in  the  end 
took  a station  at  the  bottom.  My  black  neighbours 
expressing  cordiality  towards  me,  and  at  the  same 
time  making  sufficient  room  for  me,  to  their  oAvn 
annoyance,  I took  off  the  few  rags  that  covered  me, 
spread  them  on  the  floor,  and  laid  myself  dowm  on 
them  to  sleep.  During  the  night,  several  battles 
took  place,  in  consequence  of  some  of  the  slaves, 
either  from  extreme  weakness  occasioned  by  the 
dysentery,  or  the  motion  of  the  ship,  in  their  pass- 
ing backward  and  forward  to  relieve  nature,  fre- 


OF  A MINOR. 


117 


cjueiitly  falling  on  others,  who,  disturbed  by  the 
shock,  took  umbrage  at  it,  and  resented  it  by  blows 
on  the  accidental  offender,  whose  cause  some  one 
or  other  would  advocate,  with  true  manly  spirit. 
During  the  time  that  our  ship’s  company  were  so 
afflicted,  the  negroes  enjoyed  good  health.  We 
now  happily  possessed  that  great  blessing,  while 
the  above  disorder  was  thinning  the  numbers  of  the 
ill-fated  Africans.  Notwithstanding  these  wronned 
men  had  suffered  much  from  us,  those  who  pro- 
fessed to  be  my  friends  w’ould  not  suffer  any  one  to 
come  near  me ; and  one  in  particular  apprised  me 
of  impending  danger.  A young  man,  who  lay  on 
one  of  the  platforms,  came  and  informed  me  tliat, 
by  and  b}^  somebody  would  feam,  feam,”  or 
strike  me ; at  the  same  time  drawing  his  fore  finger 
across  his  neck.  But  as  he  asked  for  a little  pick- 
a-pick  to  eat  to  his  yams,  which  was  cayenne  pepper 
and  salt  mixed  together,  I thought  it  a fetch  to 
obtain  the  seasoning,  and  took  no  further  notice  of 
it.  However,  I granted  his  reasonable  request, 
well  pleased  that  I had  it  in  my  poAver  to  befriend 
him.  The  night  following,  lie  came  to  me,  and 
appeared  quite  alarmed,  repeating  the  same  Avords 
and  gestures,  and  again  asking  for  a little  of  the 
pungent  mixture.  I again  satisfied  him,  and  poured 
a little  palm  oil  on  his  yams.  I noAv  began  to  think 
that  “ some  danger  lurked  unseen,”  as  he  aams  so 
urgent  in  putting  me  on  my  guard. 
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All  fear  of  a second  revolt  was  noAv  buried  in 
forgetfulness;  and  the  arms  were  taken  from  the 
watch^  as  unnecessary.  Ruminating  on  the  muta- 
bility of  all  things,  still  finding  my  mind  oppressed 
with  what  I had  heard  and  seen,  at  the  same  time 
Avearied  out  with  watching,  I placed'my  head  under 
the  bottom  step  of  the  ladder,  concluding  that  if  any 
one  should  have  meditated  my  decapitation,  which 
reason,  as  well  as  fear,  construed  the  young  man’s 
sign,  of  drawing  his  fore  finger  so  repeatedly  across 
his  neck  to  mean,  they  could  not  effect  their  design 
without  wakening  me,  when  I could  perhaps  apprise 
the  watch  overhead,  and  have  their  timely  assistance. 
Sepulchral  silence  prevailed,  perhaps  only  noticed 
from  the  peculiar  situation  my  black  friend’s  admo- 
nitory hint  placed  me  in ; at  least  ideal  danger  sur- 
rounded me,  whicli,  under  certain  circumstance.s, 
equals,  if^  tiot  surpasses,  real  danger.  After  imitat- 
ing the  ostrich,  by  concealing  my  head,  as  I thought, 
from  the  intended  blow  of  an  assassin,  I gave  myself 
up  to  meditation ; but  soon  had  it  broken  by  the 
moving  of  the  ladder  : the  hair  of  my  head  observed 
a corresponding  motion  ; and,  as  Shakspeare  forcibly 
depicts  the  effects  of  fear,  each  particular  hair 
stood  on  end,  like  quills  iq^on  the  fretful  porcupine.” 
The  first  impulse  of  surprise  over,  I slid  my  body 
out  of  the  station  I had  taken,  sprang  on  my  feet, 
and  beheld  a slave  close  to  the  foot  of  the  ladder. 
My  astonishment  Avas  only  surpassed  by  my  grati- 
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tilde  to  heaven^  for  having  befriended  me,  in  tlie 
prediction  of  the  young  black,  who  put  me  on  my 
guard,  and  probably  saved  my  life ; for,  in  the  per- 
son of  the  slave  who  moved  the  ladder,  probably 
the  better  to  effect  his  purpose,  I recognised  an  old 
offender,  one  capable  of  the  greatest  atrocities,  but 
who,  luckily  for  me,  had  both  his  hands  fettered  in 
strong  irons.  I waited  not  to  ask  him  his  reason 
for  visiting  me ; fear  left  me ; and  I pushed  him 
from  the  ladder,  towards  the  place  whence  he  came, 
each  knowing  his  own  place  to  an  inch,  not  having 
an  inch  to  spare.  Very  little  time  was  allowed  me 
to  consider,  ere  the  creaking  of  the  planks  announced 
another  visit : it  was  the  same  person,  who  eyed  me 
askance,  as  he  crept  slowly  towards  the  spot  I had 
pushed  him  from.  He  came  close  up  to  me,  and, 
from  the  manner  of  raising  his  hands,  he  doubtless 
meditated  a blow  at  my  head  with  the  bolt  of  his 
fetters.  No  time  was  left  for  parley  : I was  in  pos- 
session of  a well-made  cat  o’  nine  tails  (credential  of 
authority  below  deck),  several  smart  strokes  from 
which  on  his  bare  body  made  him  retreat  quicker 
than  he  approached  me.  Similar  cats  having  often 
scratched  his  back,  he  skipped  from  mine  with  the 
agility  of  a mouse  before  a live  one ; in  his  hurry  to 
escape,  he  tumbled  over  some  of  his  companions, 
who,  vexed  at  being  disturbed,  drubbed  him  most 
soundly,  so  that  he  crawled  as  well  as  he  could  to 
his  own  birth,  not  daring  to  pay  me  another  visit. 
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Perhaps  he  was  still  happy  in  the  idea  of  execut- 
ing’ his  design,  before  the  rising  of  the  sun ; for 
Bristol,  ever  on  the  alert,  discovered  that  another 
revolt  was  in  contemplation,  in  which  the  women 
were  to  take  an  active  part.  Three  o’clock  a.  in. 
was  the  hour  fixed  on  for  a simultaneous  rising  of 
both  sexes.  Correspondence  on  the  subject  Avas  car- 
ried on,  through  the  medium  of  the  boys ; which 
prevented  the  necessity  of  shouting  from  the  two 
extremities  of  the  ship ; though  one  of  the  females, 
vulgarly  called  Boatswain  Bess,  frequently  violated 
this  rule,  by  calling  out  to  the  men.  She  Avas  an 
Amazon,  in  every  sense  of  the  Avord,  and  Avore  the 
dress  of  a sailor,  given  to  her  by  Captain  Evans, 
Avhen  he  aj^pointed  her  superintendent  of  her  coun- 
trywomen, on  account  of  her  address  in  the  manage- 
ment of  them.  Bristol  gained  from  their  conA^er- 
sation  a knowledge  of  their  intended  plan  of  opera- 
tion, which  Avas  to  begin  by  breaking  down  the  bulk 
heads,  and  murdering  any  of  the  Avhites  that  might 
be  on  AA^atch  beloAV.  They  Avere  next  to  force  their 
way  upon  deck ; Avhen  the  Avomen  Avere  to  become 
principal  actors  in  the  bloody  drama.  Boatswain 
Bess  acquainted  the  men,  that  as  they  Avere  at  that 
part  of  the  ship  Avhere  the  cooking  was  carried  on, 
they  could  arm  themselves  much  better  than  the 
men,  and  that  they  Avere  determined  to  act  a deci- 
sive part,  to  atone  for  their  remissness  in  the  first 
revolt.  The  men  replied,  that  they  had  tAvo  large 
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knives,  with  which  they  would  sacrifice  me  and  the 
sui'geon,  if  he  went  amongst  them,  as  his  custom 
was,  to  administer  to  the  sick  slaves  a medicine 
composed  of  gum  arabic,  magnesia,  &:c.  So  that 
the  very  man  who  was  using  his  professional  skill, 
and  exerting  unwearied  vigilance  and  attention  to 
relieve  their  sufferings,  was  to  have  fallen  a prey  to 
their  resentment  in  the  very  act  of  contributing  to 
their  comfort,  had  assiduity  induced  him  to  visit 
them  about  the  time  of  the  intended  revolt,  whicli 
he  frequently  did,  being  a mail  of  susceptibility, 
sympathising  in  the  distress  which  he  daily  wit- 
nessed amongst  them, 

Bristol  ascertained  which  of  the  men  had  the  two 
knives,  and  communicated  the  discovery  to  the  cap- 
tain, who  immediately  armed  a party  of  our  men, 
giving  instructions  to  Mr.  Jarratt  (who  headed 
them)  how  to  act.  Promptitude  was  necessary; 
and  few  could  appreciate  it  more,  or  exert  it  better, 
than  our  third  mate.  Coolly,  yet  spiritedly,  he 
entered  the  men’s  apartment,  with  his  armed  follow’- 
ers,  to  my  great  astonishment,  as  I remained  up  to 
the  moment  of  their  entrance  ignorant  of  the  con- 
templated mischief.  With  an  antique  cutlass  in  his 
right  hand,  and  a huge  horse-pistol  in  his  left,  with 
firm  step  (intrepidity  stamped  on  his  countenance) 
he  walked  up  to  the  slaves,  selected  the  two  who 
possessed  the  knives,  and,  with  great  composure, 
led  them  upon  deck.  They  were  immediately 
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lashed  to  tlie  fore  shrouds,  and,  without  the  trouble 
of  a trial,  flogged  most  severely.  At  the  same  time 
having  their  bodies  washed  with  a strong  pickle, 
composed  for  the  occasion,  consisting  of  cayenne 
pepper,  salt,  and  beef  brine.  I still  remained  igno- 
rant of  all,  but  the  discovery  of  the  two  knives. 
The  carpenter,  protected  by  the  armed  party,  next 
entered,  with  a number  of  spars,  in  order  to  strengthen 
the  bulk  heads ; which  he  soon  effected,  and  returned 
upon  deck.  This  to  me  was  a busy  night,  and  al- 
though I thrust  my  head  under  the  bottom  step  of 
the  ladder,  hoping  to  obtain  a little  sleep,  of  which 
I stood  so  much  in  need,  sleep  was  denied  me. 
Danger  from  a fetter-bolt  first  prevented  me  closing 
my  eyes ; reflection  afterwards  kept  them  open. 
Finally,  Mr.  Jarratt’s  sudden  entrance  with  an  armed 
force,  the  carpenter’s  precautionary  steps,  and  my 
own  surmisings  on  such  extraordinary  proceedings, 
banished  the  idea  of  indulging  in  slumber. 

As  soon  as  the  time  of  my  liberation  arrived,  per- 
ceiving something  rolled  up  in  a wet  sail  on  the 
quarter  deck,  I hastened  thither  and  inquired  of  the 
man  at  the  helm  Avhat  it  was.  “ You  will  see,”  said 
he,  “ as  soon  as  the  captain  comes  upon  deck.” 
Scarcely  had  the  captain’s  name  escaped  the  lips  of 
the  helmsman,  before  he  appeared  on  the  quarter 
deck.  “ Come,”  said  he,  “ let  us  see  what  they  are 
like.”  I think,”  continued  he,  they  will  be 
cooled  a little the  sail  was  opened  out,  when,  to 
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my  surprise^  five  women  presented  themselves  to  view, 
boatswain  Bessforming  oneof  the  well-watered  group. 
Henceforth,  the  women  were  narrowly  watched;  their 
intentions  were  now  known,  and  their  situation  in  the 
ship,  being  aft,  rendered  them  dangerous ; as,  in  case 
of  a revolt,  they  could,  and,  according  to  the  decla- 
ration of  the  last-mentioned  female,  would  seize  upon 
the  cook’s  knives,  forks,  axe,  and  other  implements 
used  in  cooking,  capable  of  being  converted  into 
offensive  or  defensive  weapons. 

Night  again  returned,  and,  with  it,  I was  returned 
once  more  to  my  former  unpleasant  station,  Mr.  King 
still  labouring  under  general  debility,  from  nervous 
affection.  Resuming  my  station  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder,  a conversation  was  soon  entered  into,  some 
of  the  negroes  asking  me  numberless  questions, 
which  I answered  witliout  disguise ; inquiring,  in 
my  turn,  why  they  should  attempt  a second  revolt, 
without  the  most  distant  prospect  of  success?  They 
blamed  the  Eboes  as  the  sole  cause  of  their  dis- 
content, and  consequent  insubordination,  declaring 
that  they  had  suffered  enough  in  the  first  to  deter 
them  from  joining  in  a second.  Soon  after  this  in- 
quiry and  reply,  I was  much  alarmed  by  a noise,  as 
if  a great  number  of  people  were  bustling  about, 
near  the  lamp  attached  to  the  partition  aft : my  fear 
■was  considerably  heightened,  when,  directing  my 
attention  towards  the  place  whence  the  noise  pro- 
ceeded, I saw  several  men  posting  from  one  side  of 
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the  ship  to  the  other,  one  of  whom  held  something 
in  his  hand  that,  from  its  size  and  shape,  appeared 
to  belong  to  the  piunp.  According  to  instructions, 

I sounded  an  alarm ; in  an  instant  the  hatch  was 
removed,  and  a party  descended  the  ladder;  the 
strictest  search  was  then  made  to  find  out  what  I 
considered  an  appendage  to  the  pump ; but  search 
was  unavailing : nothing  could  be  found  answ'ering 
the  description  I gave  of  it,  and  I have  since 
thought,  that  they  found  means  of  conveying  it 
through  the  partition  into  the  apartment  of  the 
boys.  By  the  search,  however,  I recovered  the 
drawers  that  had  been  taken  out  of  the  ]mmp  gear  ; 
one  of  the  slaves  having  them  on  at  the  time  the 
search  took  place,  who,  I found,  was  in  the  habit  of 
putting  them  on  at  night,  to  imitate  the  costume 
of  the  white  people,  more  than  for  any  purpose  of 
utility.  They  w^ere  much  worse  for  wear,  the  seat 
being  entirely  worn  away ; however,  I was  happy 
in  their  restoration. 

Finding  that  the  Eboes  were  more  numerous,  pos- 
sessed more  physical  strength,  and  alwa3'S  looked 
upon  themselves  as  infinitely  superior  to  any  of  the 
other  negro  tribes,  policy  dictated  to  me  the  ad\’^an- 
tage  of  cultivating  a friendship  with  them.  Accord- 
ingly, I frequently  sat  down  amongst  tliem,  paying 
more  attention  to  them  than  to  any  of  the  other 
tribes.  They  were  very  inquisitive  about  their 
future  destination,  and  asked,  if  we  always  lived 
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on  the  water  ? — whether  we  had  no  women  ? — if  we 
had  any,  where  they  were  ? and  other  questions  of 
a similar  nature.  To  a question  as  to  the  idea  they 
had  of  us,  they  all  agreed,  that  they  thought  we  pro- 
cured them  for  the  purpose  of  killing  and  eating 
them  ! and  then,  returning  for  more,  served  them 
in  the  same  way  ! Such  an  unfavourable  impression 
I strove  to  eradicate  from  their  minds,  by  telling 
them  that  we  had  provisions  on  board,  sufficient  for 
more  than  three  moons,  though  we  should  not  be 
more  than  two  moons  out  at  sea : this  appeared  to 
them  an  almost  incalculable  length  of  time,  and 
filled  them  with  astonishment.  When  informed 
that  numbers  of  ships,  from  the  white  people’s 
country,  visited  places  that  required  the  time  of  six 
moons  to  arrive  at,  their  wonder  was  so  great,  that 
they  knew  not  by  words  how  to  express  it.  Plea- 
sure seemed  to  dance  in  their  eyes,  when  I said  that 
such  ships  were  not  employed  in  robbing  mothers 
of  their  children,  wives  of  their  husbands,  or  hus- 
bands of  their  wives.  With  great  difficulty  I made 
them  understand  the  manner  in  which  such  ships 
traded,  as  were  not  employed  in  the  Slave-Trade ; 
nor  did  I fail  to  point  out  the  advantages  their  tribe 
would  constantly  enjoy  over  the  others,  in  being- 
appointed  to  superintend  them,  in  tillii‘\g  and  culti- 
vating the  ground ; feeding  their  vanity,  by  assur- 
ing them  that  they  would  be  distinguished  above 
the  rest  by  wearing  good  clothes,  of  which  they  all 
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seemed  proud.  Those  of  other  nations  took  umbrage 
at  the  partiality  evinced  towards  the  Eboes^  but 
durst  not  resent  it.  Thus  policy  effected  for  me 
what  coercion  never  could  have  done ; guaranteed 
to  me  safety  amongst  them ; thereby  rendering  my 
situation  more  pleasant,  for  I could  now  lie  down 
amongst  them  without  being  under  the  necessity  of 
concealing  my  head,  when  nature  required  repose. 
I even  began  to  think  myself  better  off  than  my 
messmates  upon  deck ; especially  in  wet  weather, 
as  most  of  them,  like  myself,  were  very  scantily 
supplied  with  clothes. 

Completely  foiled  in  their  second  projected  revolt, 
they  never  meditated  a third,  but,  throwing  off  the 
sullenness  that  had  so  long  obscured  their  native 
gaiety,  they  began  to  play  tricks  upon  me;  parti- 
cularly those  with  whom  I did  not  converse,  as  all 
wished  me  to  do : so  much  were  things  altered  in  a 
few  weeks  sailing.  Sometimes  they  would  puff  out 
the  lamp,  knowing  that  I must  re-light  it ; and  in 
my  ajDproach  to  it,  I was  sure  to  be  complimented 
with  a quantity  of  warm  water,  not  unpleasantly 
hot.  As  I knew  anger  would  do  no  good,  I never 
resented  it,  but  pretended  to  start,  as  if  frightened  ; 
this  was  what  they  wished  to  produce,  as  they 
evinced  in  the  most  immoderate  laughter,  seemingly 
happy  in  having  tricked  me.  Another  method  of 
enjoying  themselves  at  the  w^hite  boy’s  expense,  arose 
from  the  breach  of  a positive  injunction,  not  to  smoke 
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tobacco  below  deck.  Some  one  would  light  a pipe, 
retire  into  a dark  situation,  and  begin  puffing  away, 
producing  a glowing  heat  in  the  head  of  the  pipe  ; 
duty  required  its  suppression ; I sought  for  the 
smoker  in  the  place  where  the  red  glow  of  the  burn- 
ing leaf  appeared,  but  sought  in  vain.  Like  an 
ignis  fatuus  it  eluded  my  grasp,  being  passed  from 
one  to  another,  so  that  I might  as  well  have  been 
jilaying  at  blindman’s  buff,  not  knowing  which  point 
of  the  compass  to  steer  to  next.  My  seeming  per- 
plexity afforded  the  smokers  much  diversion ; leaving 
me,  as  they  thought,  to  take  it  in  huff. 

As  these  tricks  became  stale,  and  as  sickness  raged 
amongst  the  slaves  to  an  alarming  degree,  they  died 
away  gradually,  though  not  so  quickly  as  the  unfor- 
tunate smokers  themselves,  it  being  no  uncommon 
thing,  at  this  time,  to  find  two  or  three  in  a morn- 
ing dead ; having  paid  the  debt  of  nature  at  or  near 
the  jakes,  falling  victims  to  the  enervating  disorder 
already  mentioned.  The  remainder  ot  the  passage 
was  more  pleasant,  thougli  less  interesting  than 
that  already  sailed;  nothing  particular  occurring, 
after  the  discovery  and  prevention  of  the  second 
intended  revolt,  until  we  made  land  ; which  Ave  did 
in  about  two  months  after  leaving  Old  Calabar. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Make  the  Island  of  Barbadoes — Joy  of  the  Negroes  on  seeing 

Land Arrive  at  Grenada — Prepare  the  Slaves  for  Inspection — 

The  Sale Crew  of  the  Hudibras  paid  off— Captain  Evans 

receives  a beating  from  Mr.  Aspinall — Repeated  attempts  to 
induce  the  Captain  to  get  me  into  the  Hospital — My  Success — 
Good  Treatment  in  the  Hospital-Captain  Evans  superseded 
by  Mr.  Aspinall  in  the  command  of  the  Ship — My  expedients 
to  increase  my  Allowance  of  Provisions  in  the  Hospital. 

Barbadoes,  the  most  eastern  of  the  Caribbee 
Islands,  and,  in  point  of  commercial  advantages,  the 
most  important,  was  made  choice  of  by  Capt.  Evans 
to  dispose  of  the  slaves,  provided  he  could  obtain  a 
good  price  for  them ; for,  in  the  West  Indies,  men, 
women,  and  children,  are  exposed  to  sale,  like  cattle 
in  Smithfield,  with  as  little  concern  about  their 
future  destination,  as  the  grazier  feels  when  he  parts 
with  a herd  of  cattle,  or  a flock  of  sheep.  With  this 
intention,  he  came  to  anchor  in  Carlisle  bay  ; where 
lay  numerous  ships,  of  various  tonnage  and  dimen- 
sions. The  appearance  of  Bridgetown,  the  capital 
of  the  Island,  seemed  to  awaken  curiosity  in  the 
minds  of  the  unfortunate  children  of  oppression,  as 
they  eagerly  surveyed  it  from  the  deck : but,  when 
they  saw'  men  on  horseback,  carts  moving  in  different 
directions,  the  shipping  in  the  bay,  and  immense  num- 
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bers  of  people,  wearing  different  dresses,  as  fancy  or 
convenience  suggested,  they  were  lost  m astonish- 
ment; and  evinced  their  joy  by  singing  an  occasional 
song,  with  a chorus,  which  is  their  invariable  prac- 
tice*^ when  the  mind  is  surcharged  with  joy  or  grief. 
Our  captain  lost  no  time,  ordering  the  boat  to 
be  immediately  lowered:  the  order  was  promptly 
obeyed : he  hastily  stepped  into  it,  and  was  row^ed 
ashore,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  how  the 
market  stood  for  slaves.  In  a short  time  after  Ins 
landing,  we  received  a boat-load  of  oranges,  limes, 
guavas,  and  plantains,  wliich  w'ere  served  out  to 
those  of  the  Africans  who  had  escaped  the  ravages 
of  the  dysentery,  and  the  direful  effects  of  the 
late  revolt.  These  two  calamities,  during  our  two 
months’  passage,  had  given  to  insatiate  death  no 
fewer  than  between  sixty  and  seventy  victims. 
With  surprise  bordering  on  transport,  the  surviving 
blacks  gazed  on  the  fruit  dealt  out  to  them,  so  far 
surpassing  the  natural  products  of  their  own  country, 
and  sung  another  song,  which,  like  the  generality  of 
them,  consisted  of  a very  few  w'ords,  often  repeated^ 
It  w^as  thus  expressed, — 

Makarahrah  ! Sokero ! 

Ma  fonateo,  ho  ! ho  ! ho  ! 

Great  emphasis  was  laid  on  the  ho  ! ho  ! ho  ! and 
they  clapped  the  hands  distinctly  and  earnestly,  as 
they  pronounced  them,  with  a precision  of  time,  that 
would  not  disgrace  a choir  of  village  singers.  1 he 
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object  of  this  extempore  couplet  was  to  praise  the 
white  people’s  oranges,  pronouncing  them  very  good; 
and,  indeed,  in  a hot  climate,  their  gratefully  cool- 
ing juice  is  a rich  beverage.  During  the  three  hours 
Capt.  Evans  staid  ashore,  he  learned  that,  from  the 

Barbadoes’ market  being  glutted  with  slaves,  Bridge- 
town was  not  the  mart  for  the  exposure  of  his  for 
sale.  Returning  on  board,  therefore,  the  ship  was 
immediately  got  under  way,  without  affording  me 
an  opportunity  to  land;  and  I am  consequently  un- 
able to  make  any  remarks  on  this  valuable  Island, 
which  had  lately  encountered  a dreadful  hurricane, 
from  the  effects  of  which  a loss  was  sustained  of 
nearly  a million  and  a half  sterling,  besides  432(1 
souls  perishing  by  this  visitation  of  Providence. 

From  small  beginnings,  oft  proceed  great  ends  ; 

So  mist  in  fructifying  rain  descends. 

And  so  an  unguarded  expression  of  Mr.  Dickinson 
had  nearly  provoked  another  revolt  amongst  the  sable 
tribe.  In  some  part  of  the  first  night  after  leaving 
Carlisle  bay,  he  imprudently  told  one  of  the  females, 
that  we  should  be  out  at  sea  still  for  two  moons,  with- 
out seeing  land.  Had  he  assured  her  that,  ere  day 
light,  we  should  have  been  engulphed  in  the  great 
abyss,  his  assertion  would  not  have  raised  in  her 
mind  such  terrifying  ideas.  She  instantly  communi- 
cated the  appalling  intelligence  to  the  rest  of  her  sex, 
from  whom,  like  a train  of  gunpowder,  ignited  at  one 
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end,  it  ran  through  the  apartment  of  the  boys,  to 
that  of  the  men,  the  great  magazine  of  suppressed 
discontent.  Here  a dreadful  explosion  would  doubt- 
less have  taken  place,  had  not  the  cause  of  the  loud 
murmurs  which  now  ascended  from  below  reached 
the  ears  of  our  captain,  who,  as  soon  as  he  was  in- 
formed of  it,  invited  a number  of  both  sexes  to  come 
upon  deck  to  hear  Mr.  Dickinson’s  falsehood  refuted, 
and  himself  reprimanded,  for  sporting  with  the  feel- 
ings of  the  lately  reconciled  sufferers.  Appearing 
to  confide  in  the  good  intentions  of  Captain  Evans, 
they  cheerfully  accepted  the  invitation,  ascended  the 
ladder,  and  approached  him  on  the  quarter-deck. 
He  received  them  kindly,  summoned  Mr.  Dickinson 
before  them,  and,  in  their  hearing,  charged  him 
with  folly  and  falsehood : the  surgeon,  expressing 
the  deepest  regret  at  having  used  an  incautious  ex- 
pression, was  severely  reprimanded,  and  then  dis- 
missed by  our  captain,  who  assured  the  slaves  that, 
in  the  morning,  they  should  see  a finer  Makarahrah 
country.  His  assurances  produced  a happy  effect ; 
all  murmurs  ceased;  their  countenances  assumed 
the  glow  of  satisfaction,  and  they  returned  cheerfully 
to  their  respective  stations,  to  inform  the  rest  that  the 
report  which  had  disturbed  their  quiet  was  false. 
Songs  of  joy  superseded  the  vociferations  of  discon- 
tent ; and  the  powerful  chorus  bespoke  the  concord 
of  souls  now  pacified:  they  continued  to  singneaily 
the  whole  of  the  night,  their  songs  anticipating  the 
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retui’D  of  clay^  and,  with  it,  the  land  of  promise,  the 
Makarahrah  country. 

To  the  N.W.  of  Barbadoes,  we  passed  the  fruitful 
Island  of  St.  Vincent,  noted  for  its  indigo  ; and,  with 
a favourable  breeze,  soon  found  ourselves  running 
along  the  Island  of  Grenada,  whose  fertile  fields  pre- 
sented to  view  numerous  groups  of  slaves  at  work  ; 
some  getting  cotton,  while  others  were  cutting  sugar 
canes,  &c.  The  sight  of  so  many  of  their  own 
countrymen  excited  the  liveliest  emotions  of  pleasure 
in  our  slaves ; particularly  when  they  were  in- 
formed, that  they  would  be  engaged  in  the  same 
sort  of  employment.  The  Eboes,  remembering  my 
promises  and  assurances,  w'ould  frequently  tap  me 
on  the  back,  smiling  at  the  same  time,  and  saying, 
I had  told  them  true.  We  brought  up  in  St.  George  s 
Bay,  which  is  extremely  capacious,  and,  on  the 
following  day,  hauled  round  into  the  Canash,  whence 
ships  generally  take  in  their  cargoes,  consisting  of 
rum,  sugar,  coffee,  &c.  &c. 

Safely  moored,  we  began  to  prepare  the  slaves  for 
inspection;  not  wdth  any  view"  to  their  comfort,  but  to 
obtain  a good  price  for  them, — the  one  thing  needful 
with  dealers  in  human  flesh.  Those  w"hom  age  or  grief 
liad  rendered  gray  were  selected,  when,  with  a well- 
primed  blacking  brush,  the  silvery  hairs  w'ere  made 
to  assume  a jetty  hue ; and  the  body  was  rubbed  over 
with  palm  oil,  to  induce  a healthful  appearance. 
The  day  previous  to  that  of  inspection,  accompany- 
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ing  three  of  our  crew  in  the  pinnace,  I crossed  the 
Legoon,  whicli  branches  from  the  Canash,  taking 
with  us  a number  of  females  and  young  boys,  for  the 
purpose  of  washing ; each  of  whom  had  previously 
received  a piece  of  check  cloth,  six  inches  squai  e,  to 
tie  before  them,  the  same  being  given  to  the  whole 
of  the  slaves.  I was  surprised  to  see  with  what 
transport,  after  two  montlis’  confinement,  they  step- 
ped out  of  the  pinnace ; they  Avere  ready  to  kisS 
the  ground  on  which  they  landed,  and  examined  with 
the  minuteness,  though  not  the  discrimination  of  a 
botanist,  every  herb  and  bit  of  grass  that  presented 
themselves  to  their  astonished  view.  As  soon  as  all 
were  landed,  and  the  first  impulse  of  curiosity  gra- 
tified, in  the  examination  of  indigenous  plants,  we 
left  the  banks  of  the  Legoon,  in  search  of  a sufficiency 
of  fresh  water  to  wash  or  bathe  in,  directing  our 
course  inland.  We  had  not  proceeded  far  before 
we  found  abundance  of  guavas,  limes,  and  a feAV 
oranges,  though  not  equal  in  size  to  those  obtained 
at  Bridgetown,  in  Barbadoes. 

In  order  the  better  to  pluck  som.e  of  the  last- 
mentioned  fruit,  one  of  our  sailors  ascended  an 
orange  tree  as  nimble  as  a squirrel  j but  had 
scarcely  stretched  out  his  hand  to  reach  the  golden 
ball,  ere  he  precipitated  himself  to  the  ground, 
as  if  he  had  been  shot,  bawling  out  that  some- 
thing had  bit  him.  Sympathising  with  him,  Ave 
approached  the  tree,  to  discover,  if  possible,  the 
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cause  of  his  pain ; but  we  were  soon  forced  to  beat 
a retreat,  pursued  by  myriads  of  bees  or  wasps, 
whose  puny  weapons  and  pugnacious  buzzings 
made  us  fly  in  every  direction,  having  first  disco- 
vered that  their  treasured  sweets  were  suspended 
from  the  pendent  boughs  of  the  orange  tree,  in  small 
combs.  After  concentrating  ourselves,  and  killing 
numbers  of  our  pursuers,  who  had  advanced  farther 
than  the  main  body,  we  continued  our  route,  in 
search  of  fresh  water,  and  soon  came  in  sight  of  a 
small  pond,  or  reservoir,  situate  near  a sugar-house. 
Without  ceremony  .our  charge  entered  the  pond, 
and  immediately  began  the  wholesome  operation  of 
bathing,  but  were  soon  checked  by  the  appearance 
of  a man  on  horseback,  galloping  towards  us  at  full 
speed.  Frothing  at  the  mouth,  and  vociferating 
oaths,  he  pulled  up  his  horse,  to  curse  us  the  more ; 
and  I firmly  believe,  that  had  he  then  had  the  dis- 
posal of  the  lightning’s  swiftest  shaft,  he  would  have 
transfixed  us  to  the  spot  on  which  we  were  trespass- 
ing. Indeed,  such  was  his  rage,  that  though  an 
Englishman,  we  could  scarcely  understand  one  word 
that  he  said.  After  anathematising  us  a thousand 
times,  he  cooled  a little,  and  informed  us,  that  the 
water  in  which  the  slaves  were  bathing  supplied  a 
house  contiguous  to  the  sugar-house,  for  culinary 
uses : Ave  made  the  best  apology  we  could,  Avhich 
moderated  his  choler  still  more.  At  length,  he  pro- 
posed conducting  us  to  another  pond ; we  thanked 
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him  for  the  offer,  and  accompanied  him  thither: 
this  second  water  was  both  stagnant  and  muddy, 
but,  as  no  better  was  to  be  met  with,  it  was  made 
to  serve;  and  the  remainder  of  the  females  and 
boys,  whom  sickness  did  not  prevent  from  leaving 
the  ship,  were  washed  therein. 

The  day  of  inspection  being  arrived,  the  prime 
slaves  were  secreted  below,  and  the  rest  aiianged  on 
the  deck  : this  was  done  to  prevent  the  inferior  ones 
suffering  by  comparison : the  Eboes  had  such  a de- 
cided superiority  over  those  of  the  other  tribes,  that 
numbers  might  have  remained  unsold,  to  the  great 
disadvantage  of  the  wholesale  venders  of  human 
live  stock.  Several  colonists  had  now  arrived  on 
board  the  Hudibras,  to  inspect  our  African  cargo, 
and,  as  the  secreted  Eboes  were  young,  powerful, 
and  healthy,  they  began  to  manifest  a spirit  of  tur- 
bulence, and,  for  some  time,  we  found  great  difficulty 
in  preserving  order  amongst  them.  They  wxre  par- 
ticularly solicitous  to  know,  why  they  should  be 
pent  up  there,  when  others,  their  inferiors,  were 
permitted  to  range  the  deck  without  restraint  ? 
Being  now  in  favour  with  them,  I insinuated,  that 
the  colonists  who  had  already  arrived  were  not  great 
men,  or  such  as  could  make  them  good  masters  ; 
that  the  captain  w'as  desirous  of  befriending  them, 
and  would  recommend  them  to  the  protection  of  some 
of  his  particular  acquaintances,  where,  if  they  con- 
ducted themselves  with  propriety,  they  would  soon 
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have  a number  of  slaves  of  their  own.  This 
was  enough : I had  gained  some  repute  amongst 
tliemfor  speaking  the  truth,  and  my  assurances  were 
received  as  the  oracles  of  truth  itself.  Gratitude 
was  tacitly  acknowledged  by  signs  and  gestures ; 
but  all  was  silent  as  the  grave,  from  this  moment  up 
to  the  time  that  the  last  colonist  left  the  ship. 

The  day  following,  a number  were  sent  ashore  for 
sale,  it  being  customary  to  reserve  some  on  board, 
for  fear  of  depreciating  their  value,  by  bringing  too 
many  to  market  at  once.  In  about  ten  days,  all 
were  disposed  of,  except  the  sick,  and  a few  aged, 
whom  no  well-primed  blacking  brush,  no  palm  oil, 
could  resuscitate.  Amongst  those  verging  towards 
eternity,  was  a female,  named  Etam,  who  was  quite 
out  off  temper  at  not  going  of  Avith  her  friend  and 
countrywoman,  Ebah ; her  peevishness  increased  to 
rage,  when  I ascribed  the  neglect  shown  to  her  to 
advanced  age.”  She  averred  that  “ Ebah  was  as 
old  as  she,  and  was  mother  of  more  children and 
she  threatened  to  avenge  herself  in  a disgusting 
manner ; but  she  was  saved  the  trouble,  and  relieved 
from  anxiety,  by  being  sold  by  auction  amongst  a lot 
of  the  sick  and  infirm. 

Sarah,  and  the  other  favourite  female  of  the  cap- 
tain, though  sold,  Avere,  in  compliment  to  him, 
alloAved  to  remain  on  board  the  Hudibras  ; Avhich, 
Ave  Avere  noAv  informed,  Avas  going  to  be  sold,  and, 
consequently,  all  her  hands  paid  off.  Rascally  pro- 
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ceeclings  ! thought  I ; after  the  privations  we  have 
suffered,  and  the  dangers  we  have  encountered,  to 
be  turned  adrift,  in  a strange  country,  weak,  lame, 
and  possessing  but  little  money!  I meditated  on 
the  past,  and  dreaded  the  future;  coming  to  the 
conclusion,  that,  Home  is  home,  if  ever  so  home- 
ly,” by  the  Reside  of  which  I now  wished  myself 
seated,  listening  to  advice  that  I had  often  spurned. 
As  Mr.  Aspinall  had  more  than  once  stood  my 
friend,  to  him  I applied  for  advice  in  the  present 
exigency ; and  he,  in  the  most  gentlemanly  manner, 
bade  me  trust  to  the  justice  of  my  cause,”  at  the 
same  time  observing,  that  “ he  knew  too  well  the 
principle  that  actuated  Guinea  captains,  in  theii 
dealings  with  sailors,  to  expect  much  good  from 
them,  unless  compulsory  means  were  resorted  to ;” 
but,  said  he,  “ I will  gain  what  information  I can 
on  the  subject,  and  let  you  know  the  result  of  my 
inouiries,  as  soon  as  I have  collected  any  that  I 

X ' 

shall  think  will  be  of  service  to  you.”  I thanked 
him  emphatically  for  his  good  intention,  confident 
of  the  sincerity  of  his  professed  wish  to  serve  me. 
Nor  was  I deceived,  for  no  sooner  had  he  gleaned 
information  applicable  to  my  case,  than  he  imparted 
it  to  me,  with  the  frankness  of  a father.  His  advice 
I followed  implicitly,  assured  that  he  would  not  mis- 
lead me ; though,  by  way  of  checking  hope,  which 
in  sanguine  youth  often  proves  illusive,  he  intimated 
the  possibility  of  might  triimiphing  over  right.. 


138 


adventures 


The  day  of  reckoning  arrived  too  soon^  not  from 
the  pleasantness  of  my  situation,  but  from  a dread 
of  being  cast  out  of  one  altogether,  situated  as  I 
was ; for,  as  the  homely  proverb  has  it,  half  a 
loaf  is  better  than  no  bread ^nore  especially  when 
a person  is  far  from  home,  and  deprived  of  the 
means  of  improving  his  condition,  by  acting  in  that 
sphere  which  nature,  inclination,  or  habit,  points 
out  to  him.  With  Captain  Evans,  came  another 
Guinea  captain  on  board,  whose  mildest  look  was 
fierceness ; in  whose  countenance  the  physiognomist, 
without  prying  curiosity,  would  have  read  avarice, 
cruelty,  and  deceit.  itli  the  self-importance  w hich 
little  minds  often  assume,  casting  on  the  crew  a 
sneer  of  contempt,  they  mounted  the  quarter-deck, 
looked  big,  strutted  about  most  unmeaningly,  with- 
out the  means  of  concealing  their  nothingness  ; and 
when  tired  of  this,  they  retired  into  the  cabin,  having 
previously  ordered  that  each  man,  on  hearing  his  name 
called  over,  should  appear  before  them.  Agreeably 
to  this  intimation,  I entered  the  presence  chamber  of 
these  ideally  great  men,  in  answer  to  my  name.  On 
entering  the  cabin,  knowing  the  occasion  of  my  being 
called  for,  I directed  my  attention  to  a quantity  of 
money  that  lay  on  a table ; others  having  been  paid 
off  before  me,  I knew  it  was  the  balance  of  wages 
due  to  me;  and  therefore  scraped  it  into  my  left 
liand  with  my  right,  without  taking  the  trouble  to 
count  it  over.  With  all  the  false  pomp  of  a ranting 
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dramatic  King,  the  unknown  captain  sat,  and  eyed 
me  contemptuously  from  stem  to  stern,  as  I stood, 
with  my  trifle  of  wages  in  my  left  hand,  as  if  waiting 
for  an  order  from  my  own  captain.  Well,  Sir,” 
said  he  imperiously,  at  the  same  time  knitting  his 
eyebrows  into  a scowl  of  austerity,  why  do  not 
you  go  about  your  business  I looked  at  my  lame 
leg,  and  then  at  Captain  Evans,  and  was  about  to 
reply  to  the  strange  captain,  when  he  again  asked, 
in  a sterner  tone  than  before,  Why  I remained 
there,  after  being  paid  off.?”  A sense  of  injuries 
sustained,  and  wrongs  intended,  made  me  bold,  but 
not  impertinent ; slightly  bowing  my  head  to  him, 
and  looking  steadfastly  in  his  face,  which  strongly 
depicted  anger,  I replied,  that  notwithstanding  I had 
received  my  wages,  I expected  something  more ; 
not  in  a pecuniary  way  ; but,  considering  the  state 
I was  in,  as  an  alleviation  of  my  sufferings,  I should 
expect  Captain  Evans  either  to  procure  me  a pas- 
sage to  England,  or  to  obtain  me  admission  into  an 
hospital  on  the  island,  as  I could  not  be  left  there 

without  money,  without  clothes,  without  I 

was  going  to  have  said  friends.  But  he  rose  in  a 
rage  from  his  seat,  as  if  commissioned  by  a superior 
power  to  execute  vengeance  on  me  for  a dereliction 
of  duty.  “ Begone,  rascal !”  said  he ; you  have 
received  what  you  were  entitled  to,  your  wages : 
you  have  no  further  claims  on  my  friend ; therefore 
be  gone.” — ‘‘  But,  Sir,”  said  I,  and  would  have  said 
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more,  but  I perceived  the  passion  of  his  soul  in  the 
fire  of  his  eyes,  and  the  glow  of  his  neck,  which, 
as  in  an  enraged  turkey-cock,  assumed  a blotxl 
he  at  the  same  time  stepping  close  up  to  me,  as  d 
to  lay  violent  hands  on  me,  I stepped  a few  paces 
back,  opened  the  cabin  door,  and  left  Captain  Evans 
and  his  worthy  colleague  to  confer  with  some  of  my 
messmates,  who  were  in  nearly  the  same  predica- 
ment with  myself.  Never  did  I behold  two  men, 
who  ranked  as  my  superiors  in  life,  whose  feelings 
I envied  less,  allowing  them  to  be  susceptible  of 
feelings  at  all.  Several  of  the  other  men  asked 
similar  questions,  but  fared  no  better  than  myself, 
and  of  course  became  equally  dissatisfied. 

After  paying  off  the  whole  of  the  men  before  the 
mast,  the  two  captains,  with  all  tlie  other  officers, 
went  ashore.  With  minds  oppressed,  and  irresolute 
as  to  what  plan  to  pursue,  some  few  of  us  agreed  to 
remain  on  board  all  night,  which  we  did.  Mr. 
Aspinall  was  the  first  officer  that  returned  on  board: 
he  repaired  into  the  seraglio,  the  cabin ; where 
he  entered  into  conversation  unreservedly  with  the 
highly-favoured  ladies  of  the  captain’s  choice,  un- 
conscious of  offence.  Short  was  the  interval  between 
Mr.  Aspinall’s  arrival  and  that  of  Captain  Evans, 
who  straightway  proceeded  to  the  cabin;  where, 
finding  the  man  whom,  of  all  others,  he  least  ex- 
pected and  most  dreaded,  he  demanded,  in  an  arro- 
gant tone,  what  business  warranted  his  presence 
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there?  The  lordly  manner  in  which  so  simple  a 
question  was  put,  together  with  his  hemming, 
changing  colour,  and  adjusting  the  collar  of  his 
shirt  neck,  all  foreboded  a gathering  storm ; to  tlie 
violence  of  which,  Mr.  Aspinall’s  knowledge  of  the 
nian  told  him  that  he  should  be  exposed.  Unused 
to  crouch,  though  a lover  of  subordination,  the 
auxiliary  mate  returned  for  answer,  that  as  the 
cabin  was  the  only  apartment  destined  for  the 
accommodation  of  officers,  and  himself  being  one^ 
undoubtedly  his  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  its  con- 
veniences was  equal  to  any  man’s,  and  much  better 
established  than  that  of  some  of  its  constant  inmates. 
The  conclusion  of  his  remark  irritated  our  captain 
to  such  a degree,  that  he  ordered  him  to  leave  his 
presence  immediately,  saying,  that  if  he  refused 
going  peaceably,  he  would  kick  him  out.  Sir,” 
said  Mr.  Aspinall,  as  I always  wish  to  be  in  com- 
pany with  gentlemen,  when  unemployed  in  the 
duties  of  my  office,  I shall  cheerfully  relinquish 
yours,  but  you  must  not  kick  me.”  The  sarcastic 
manner  in  which  this  reply  was  delivered  roused 
the  ire  of  the  self-important  captain  to  such  a pitch, 
that  he  instantly  seized  hold  of  his  mate,  hoping  to 
intimidate  him.  But  as  Mr.  Aspinall  was  a true 
Briton,  this  blustering  gasconade  made  not  the 
smallest  impression  on  his  dauntless  mind.  A 
scuffle  ensuing,  Mr.  Aspinall  soon  extricated  him- 
self from  the  rude  grasp  of  his  adversary,  and  left 
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the  cabin  for  the  deck,  as  the  captain’s  ladies 
evinced  signs  of  fear. 

Captain  Evans  instantly  followed  him,  using  the 
most  insulting  language  with  the  greatest  volubi- 
lity : in  reply,  he  was  informed,  that  “ if  he  dared 
to  violate  the  rules  of  good  breeding  on  the  deck, 
as  he  had  done  in  the  cabin,  neither  the  presence 
nor  the  interference  of  his  favourites  should  protect 
him  from  that  chastisement  which  he  so  richly 
merited;  and  that  if  he  again  presumed  to  raise  his 
hand  against  him,  he  would  instantly  knock  him 
down.”  Unused  to  bear  contradiction,  much  more 
threats,  our  captain’s  passion  got  the  better  of  his 
reason ; and  though  a Welchman  himself,  he  repeat- 
edly called  Mr.  Aspinall  a Welch  scoundrel.  1 he 
term  being  retorted  in  a tone  peculiarly  sarcastic, 
the  aggressor  seized  hold  of  his  mate,  but  soon  had 
to  repent  of  his  folly,  for  a well-directed,  powerful 
blow  laid  the  captain  sprawling  on  the  quarter-deck. 
However,  with  great  agility  he  regained  his  feet, 
arid  with  as  much  courage  as  a bad  cause  can  in- 
spire, again  assailed  his  insulted  adversary ; but 
with  exactly  the  same  result.  He  again  measured 
his  length  on  the  deck,  and  after  receiving  a sound 
drubbing,  called  on  us,  who  were  below,  to  come  to 
his  assistance,  asking  if  we  would  see  him  killed  > 
We,  with  apparent  haste,  rushed  upon  deck,  at  the 
same  time  wishing  he  would  try  a few  more  rounds, 
firmly  persuaded  that  he  would  not  only  be  paid 
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back  in  his  own  coin,  but  receive  compound  interest, 
which  was  the  fervent  desire  of  all  our  hearts. 
Never  was  greater  hypocrisy  than  ours,  when  we 
concealed  the  feelings  of  satisfaction  that  glowed  in 
our  minds,  as  we  were  tittering  below,  beholding, 
in  idea,  the  tyrant  captain  receiving  his  deserts,  at 
the  hands  of  a man  who  was  respected  by  the  whole 
crew. 

Smarting  under  the  thrashing  he  had  received,  and 
chagrined  at  being  so  foiled,  he  instantly  ordered  us 
to  put  him  ashore,  leaving  his  antagonist  to  receive 
well-earned  plaudits,  which  were  tendered  in  the 
most  unequivocal  manner,  as  soon  as  the  ready  oars 
first  splashed  the  water,  to  convey  him  from  our 
sight.  Not  any  of  the  other  officers  returned  on 
board  that  night,  but  came  with  the  captain  the  next 
morning.  His  face  bore  testimony  to  Mr.  Aspinall’s 
pugilistic  prowess : that  haughtiness  of  demeanour, 
which  so  strikingly  characterised  him,  seemed  to 
have  forsaken  him:  depressed  in  spirits,  slowly 
traversing  the  quarter-deck,  disregarded  by  the 
other  officers,  he  appeared  to  great  disadvantage — 
a detested  tyrant,  past  the  zenith  of  power.  From 
a desultory  conversation  between  the  victor  and  his 
brother  officers,  their  opinion  of  the  fracas  might  be 
easily  gathered ; as  they  were  unanimously  agreed 
as  to  the  seriousness  of  a charge,  preferred  against  a 
subordinate  officer  by  the  highest  in  the  ship. 

But  he  who  suffered  the  indignity  of  exposure  on 
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tlie  forecastle,  in  rusty  fetters,  without  a murmur, 
scorned  intimidation  ,*  nor  dreaded  the  consequences 
resulting  from  an  investigation  of  his  conduct. 
About  noon  a gentleman  came  on  board  for  Mr. 
Aspinall,  who,  no  worse  for  the  contest,  cleaned, 
shaved,  and  rigged  himself  out  to  advantage;  after 
which  they  were  rowed  ashore,  all  our  good  wishes 
accompanying  them  thither.  Those  who  had  staid 
on  board  all  night  expected  being  subpoenaed  as 
witnesses;  and,  even  if  truth,  reason,  and  justice 
had  not  been  found  on  the  side  of  the  victorious 
mate,  remembrance  of  the  captain  s t3’ranny,  and 
respect  for  the  man  w ho  had  steadfastly  advocated 
the  cause  of  the  crew,  w'ould  have  influenced  our 
depositions,  to  the  mortification  and  great  disadvan- 
tage of  the  formei-  officer ; but  as  the  cause  of  the 
mate  was  supported  by  all  three,  our  corroborating 
evidence  was  not  required,  and  consequently  not 
given.  Suspense  produced  tlie  greatest  anxiety  in 
our  minds,  as  to  the  result  of  the  examination  of  the 
quarrel ; nothing  liaving  transpired  on  the  subject 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  afternoon. 

During  this  time  I visited  the  town,  purchased 
some  clotlies,  procured  lodgings,  and  made  an  agree- 
ment with  an  old  black  woman,  who  ranked  as  a 
doctress,  to  cure  my  leg,  which  now  had  a frightful 
appearance.  She  engaged  to  keep  and  cuie  me  foi 
six  dollars ; so  that  I only  remained  in  my  lodgings 
one  night,  removing  to  her  house  on  the  following 
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day.  i procured  her  also  another  patient  from  our 
ship,  on  the  same  terms  as  I had  agreed  to  tor  my- 
self. She  commenced  very  fairly  with  us,  and  all 
three  were  satisfied. 

On  the  second  day  after  leaving  the  Hudibras, 
chance  favoured  me  with  an  interview  with  the 
accused  mate;  to  whom,  as  to  my  protector  and 
guardian,  I particularised  what  I had  done  since  he 
was  summoned  from  the  ship ; at  the  same  time  ex- 
pressing a hope  that  he  had  rebutted  the  charge  of 
his  sworn  enemy.  He  replied,  that  he  had  succeeded 
very  well,  as  a few  days  would  convince  me.  At 
the  same  time  he  advised  me  to  follow  the  captain 
wherever  he  went,  for  that  he  was  bound  to  do  some- 
thing for  me-  I thanked  him  for  eveiy  favour, 
wished  him  a complete  triumph,  and  went  in  search 
of  his  adversary,  who  frequently  gave  me  the  slip, 
and  often  promised  to  befriend  me,  without  perform- 
ing his  promise.  After  many  fruitless  applications,  I 
’ dogged  him  to  the  counting-house  of  a Mr.  Thornton, 
in  tiie  Canash,  which  provoked  him  very  much : he 
was  quite  enraged,  and  wished  to  drive  me  away ; 
but  the  more  he  strove  to  evade  me,  the  closer  I 
stuck  to  him ; not  only  importuning  him  to  remem- 
ber my  own  case,  but  also  that  of  the  young  man 
who  left  IvCeds  with  me,  and  who  was  an  inmate 
alonsf  with  me  at  the  house  of  the  old  black  doctress. 
Unable  to  evade  me  any  longer,  he  desired  me  to 
wait  patiently  at  a little  distance,  assuring  me  that. 
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as  soon  as  he  had  done  his  business^  he  would  speak 
with  me.  So  he  had  said  over  and  over  again. 
Beai'ing  in  mind  the  motto  on  the  tobacco-box  that 
I sold  to  Enshee  Tom  for  two  bottles  of  brandy, 
“ A bird  in  the  hand  is  worth  two  in  the  bush,” 
I placed  myself  in  such  a situation  that,  on  his 
return,  he  could  not  escape  me,  as  he  had  often 
done  before.  With  the  vigilance  of  a spider,  intent 
to  strike  on  its  prey,  I w'atched  the  door  whence, 
in  a short  time,  I was  to  look  for  my  slippery  cap- 
tain. In  the  present  instance  he  was  better  than 
expectation : the  door  opened ; it  was  the  man  I 
was  waiting  for.  I expected  another  chace,  but,  to 
my  surprise,  he  did  not  as  usual  offer  to  escape  me ; 
but,  with  that  kind  of  affability  which  characterised 
him  when  at  home,  came  up  to  me,  and  conversed 
in  the  most  friendly  manner ; promising  to  see  me 
again,  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  at  ten  o’clock  the 
following  morning. 

At  the  appointed  time  he  redeemed  his  honour, 
having  pledged  it  for  his  appearance  at  our  lodgings. 
His  first  question  was,  how  we  stood,  as  to  agree- 
ment with  the  old  doctress  ? The  true  answer  to 
which  was,  that  we  had  paid  the  six  dollars  each  in 
advance.  She  was  called  in,  and  informed,  that  as 
he  had  obtained  for  us  situations  as  patients  in  the 
hospital,  she  must  return  the  money.  “ Return  de 
money  !”  she  replied,  in  a tone  of  surprise ; “ Return 
de  money ! No,  Massa ! blackey  no  return  de 
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money : you  know,  Massa,  a bargain  be  a bargain.” 
“ It  is  so,  my  good  woman,”  replied  Capt.  Evans, 
“ and  I shall  take  especial  care  to  see  the  fulfilment 
of  it  on  your  part.  You  are  to  cure  them,  and  to 
keep  them  during  the  whole  time  required  for  the 
effecting  of  that  cure,  for  the  six  dollars.  “ Oh, 
yes,  Massa,”  she  hastily  said,  Me  do  dat,  me  do 
dat.” — “ That  is  all  that  is  required  of  you,”  re- 
turned he ; “ I will  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  pay- 
ing the  young  men  a visit,  once  a day  at  least,  to  see 
that  they  not  only  live  well,  but  that  every  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  the  cure  of  them ; we  will  have  no 
trifling,  no  shuffling.”  To  this  declaration,  with  all 
the  address  of  an  English  lodging-house-keeper  at  a 
fashionable  watering  place,  she  observed,  that  “ six 
dollars  be  little  money  ! den  you  know,  Massa,  dat 

provisions  be  very  dear,  and  dat  de  young  men” 

The  Lord  knows  how  many  dats  she  would  have 
enumerated,  had  not  the  captain  interrupted  her  by 
reminding  her,  that  a bargain  is  a bargain.  Having 
so  recently  made  use  of  the  same  expression,  she 
seemed  embarrassed ; and,  after  a deal  of  altercation, 
returned  us  four  dollars  each,  rather  than  be  com- 
pelled to  do  justice  to  us,  according  to  agreement. 

Leaving  the  black  doctress,  we  accompanied  our 
reformed  captain  to  the  hospital ; whose  altered 
conduct  made  amends  for  the  ill  treatment  we  had 
experienced  from  him ; for  he  now  used  us  kindly 
and  affectionately,  and  almost  made  us  forget  the 
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liardships  we  had  suffered.  The  hospital  is  plea- 
santly situated  on  the  summit  of  an  eminence,  com- 
manding St.  Georges  Bay.  Soon  after  we  had 
gained  admission,  Mr.  Gilpin,  the  attending  sur- 
geon, came  up  to  us,  and  desired  to  see  our  wounds  ; 
when  the  bandage  was  removed  from  my  leg,  its 
appearance  was  such  as  to  induce  him  to  declare  it 
sliocking;  turning  to  Captain  Evans,  he  looked 
sternly  on  him,  pointed  to  my  wounds,  and  shook 
his  head,  doubtless  concluding  that  ill  treatment,  or 
extreme  neglect,  was  the  occasion  of  it.  The  cap- 
tain appeared  conscious  of  the  doctor  s meaning ; a 
deep  blush  gave  assent  to  its  tiTxtli,  whidi  evident 
embarrassment  established.  I did  not  env'y  him  his 
tbelings,  as  he  withdrew  from  the  hospital. 

In  the  books  of  this  institution  our  names  w^ere 
now  enrolled,  and  we  wea-e  entitled  to  an  allow^ance 
of  a quarter  of  a pint  of  rice  for  breakfast,  to  be 
made  into  gruel,  sweetened  with  one  ounce  of  sugar  : 
for  the  other  part  of  the  day  we  were  allowed  one 
pound  of  good  new  bread,  halt  a pound  of  beet  or 
mutton,  with  a sufficiency  of  cabbage,  to  enable  us 
to  imitate  the  Scotch  fashion  of  making  broth.  To 
us,  who  had  been  so  long  “ feeding  on  spare  diet,” 
m good  health  too,  though  lame,  the  house  allow- 
ance was  rather  scanty.  I improved  mine,  as  long 
as  my  wages  lasted,  by  purchasing  fruit,  &c.  and 
was  thus  enabled  to  save  part  of  the  bread  for  my 
guppev.  The  translation  of  our  persons  from  the 
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ship  to  the  hospital  was  gratefully,  though  silently, 
acknowledged  to  that  Power, 

“ Who  views  with  equal  eye,  as  God  of  all, 

“ A hero  perish,  or  a sparrow  fall.” 

Our  wards  were  clean  and  healthy ; our  food  good, 
and  regularly  supplied ; our  wounds  carefully  and 
tenderly  dressed ; our  duties,  nothing  but  what  were 
conducive  to  our  welfare,  adherence  to  prescribed 
regimen,  and  the  observance  of  the  economy  of  the 
house,  dictated  by  wisdom,  and  enforced  by  the 
voluntary  example  of  the  respective  officers  attached 
to  the  establishment.  I was  now  content,  I was 
now  happy ; for  Mr.  Oilpin,  the  surgeon,  Mr.  Bar- 
rett, the  steward,  and  the  old  nurse,  who  was  a 
native  of  Mullingar,  in  Ireland,  behaved  to  me  as  if 
I was  a child  of  their  own,  not  a stranger. 

Implicitly  following  Mr.  Gilpin  s instructions,  a 
few  days  witnessed  a change  in  my  leg  for  the  bet- 
ter ; when  I asked,  and  obtained,  his  permission  to 
go  to  St.  George’s,  he  enjoining  (for  my  own  good) 
that  I should  not  expose  myself  to  the  action  of  the 
sun,  assuring  me,  with  the  tenderness  of  a father, 
that  a speedy  and  effectual  cine  depended  much  on 
keeping  myself  cool.  I thanked  him  for  the  indul- 
gence, promised  obedience  to  his  injunction,  and  left 
the  hospital.  I had  scarcely  entered  St.  George’s 
town,  when  I was  most  agreeably  surprised  by  Mr. 
Aspinall  tapping  me  on  the  shoulder,  and  bestowing 
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on  me  the  warm  grasp  of  friendship.  Scarcely 
knowing  how  to  thank  him  sufficiently  for  past 
favours,  I w'as  happily  relieved  from  the  task,  by 
his  inquiry,  “ If  I had  profited  by  his  last  advice 
The  assurance  that  I had,  he  said,  gave  him  great 
pleasure ; and  now,  resumed  he,  “ I will  inform 
you  of  something  that  I know  will  please  you. 

He  then  told  me  how  Mr.  Thornton  listened  with 
friendly  solicitude  and  patience  to  his  recapitulation 
of  the  whole  quarrel  with  Captain  Evans ; as  also 
the  cause  of  his  leaving  the  ship,  and  seeking  pro- 
tection in  the  French  vessel ; his  subsequent  confine- 
ment; and,  above  all,  the  unmerited  treatment  of 
ail  the  men  before  the  mast,  which,  he  said,  would 
cast  a stigma  on  those  in  whose  employ  he  sailed, 
though  unjustly  so,  and  bring  disgrace  on  the  major 
part  of  the  officers.  He  next  informed  me  that  Mr. 
Thornton  advocated  his  cause  in  the  most  noble  and 
disinterested  manner ; and,  lastly,  that  Capt.  Evans, 
tog-ether  with  the  other  officers,  was  dismissed  the 
employ,  and  the  command  of  the  Hudibras  given  to 
him.  Happy  as  I M as,  this  information  increased 
ray  pleasurable  emotions;  having  often  ejaculated 
a fervent  prayer  to  the  disposer  of  all  things,  that  I 
might  live  to  see  these  unfeeling  tyrants  reduced  to . 
the  level  of  other  men,  and  thereby  deprived  of  the 
poM^er  of  inflicting  pain  to  gratify  caprice,  or  indulge 
the  wantonness  of  ferocious  dispositions. 

We  immediately  repaired  on  board,  M'here  I found 
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a number  of  our  people,  who  had  shipped  with  him  ; 
for,  being  universally  esteemed,  he  soon  procured  his 
complement  of  hands.  Before  I left  his  ship,  he  gave 
me  a pressing  invitation  to  visit  him  whenever  desire 
prompted,  or  opportunity  served;  and  during  the 
remainder  of  his  stay  on  the  Island,  his  concern  for 
my  welfare  was  unabated,  and  his  friendship  not 
only  undiminished,  but  increased  in  proportion  to 
his  power  of  befriending  me. 

In  despite  of  those  who  doomed  this  worthy  man 
to  ignominious  exposure  on  the  forecastle  of  the 
Hiidibras,  he  now  ranked  its  captain.  A sense  of 
right  was  the  principle  that  influenced  all  his  actions. 
Industry  was  his  motto,  and  the  vessel  was  soon 
laden  with  the  produce  of  the  Island.  In  our  last 
intervieAv,  effusions  of  gi-atitude  deluged  my  soul ; 
and  I was  not  ashamed  to  feel  my  eyes  moistened 
with  its  tear,  as  memory  pourtrayed  to  the  mind’s 
eye  the  great  and  numerous  favours  received  from 
him,  at  times  when  such  favours  were  of  the  greatest 
service  to  me.  Never  shall  I forget  the  feeling  man- 
ner in  which  he  proposed  to  restore  me  to  my  friends, 
if  I would  ship  myself  with  him,  as  his  vessel  was 
consigned  to  Guernsey ; and,  under  any  other  cir- 
cumstance than  a dangerously  ulcerated  leg,  that 
might  have  ended  in  a mortification,  by  attending 
to  the  duties  of  a sailor,  in  a voyage  from  the  West 
Indies  to  England,  I should  have  proudly  accepted 
the  offer.  I was  convinced  of  his  desire  to  ser^'e 
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me;  but  my  wish  to  return  home,  saimd  in  'N^ind 
aaid  limb,”  caused  me  to  decline  his  intended  favour. 
However,  I tliairked  him  from  my  heart;  partetl 
from  him  with  regi’et ; and,  if  evei*  I prayed  fer- 
vently in  my  life,  it  was  when  the  Hudibras  got 
vmder  way,  on  her  passage  to  the  land  of  freedom, 
social  order,  and  happiness,  invoking  heaven  to  con- 
duct lier  safely  through  the  great  abyss  of  waters 
to  her  destined  port.  From  an  elevated  situation, 

I bedield  hei’  gradually  rerede  frcan  land,  moving 
stately  on  the  bosom  of  tlie  ocean,  and  elucidating, 
most  dearly,  as  she  gradually  disappeared,  the 
rotundity  of  the  earth. 

Indulging  in  a train  of  reflections,  I entered  the  hos- 
pital, where  nature  soon  urged  the  claims  of  a craving 
iqipetite,  whicli  in  a little  time  became  clamorous. 
Enjoying  unconunonly  good  health,  and  my  money 
being  exhausted,  I was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
devising  ways  and  means  to  increase  my  daily  allow- 
ance, which  to  the  sick  was  in  general  sufficient, 
but  not  quite  so  to  the  healthful  invalid.  Sleight  of 
hand  seemed  to  open  a fertile  source  of  profit ; and 
seldom  did  the  retailer  of  legei'demain,  aided  by 
hocus  pocus,  play  oflF  his  tricks  with  less  detection, 

though  he  might  with  more  gain. 

My  first  trial  of  skill  was  practised  on  the  nurse 
from  Mullingar,  who  had  two  sons  in  the  Royal 
Artillery,  at  Richmond-hill  fort ; for  whom  and  for 
several  others  she  w-ashed  and  got  up  linen.  Now 
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cas  starcli  was  a necessary  thing  in  a laundry,  but  too 
expensive  to  grace  out  the  shirt  of  a bombardier,  and 
as  she  had  the  cooking  of  our  rice  gruel,  she,  to 
prevent  repletion,  very  thoughtfully  (for  herself) 
lessened  our  allowance,  about  two  quarts  daily, 
applying  the  same  in  the  way  of  starch.  Having 
seen  some  of  this  rice  spoiled  for  want  of  using, 
frugality  suggested  to  me  the  idea  of  using  it  for 
her,  not  to  stiffen  linen  with,  but  to  fill  up  the  cavity 
ot'  a hungry  stomach,  partly  occasioned  by  the  mal- 
practices of  the  Mullingar  nurse;  who,  keeping 
great  numbers  of  poulti'y,  very  humanely  fed  them 
out  of  the  patients’  rice,  on  her  way  to  the  cooking- 
house,  before  it  was  made  into  gruel.  So  that  be- 
tween lier  sympathy  for  her  own  domestic  fowls, 
and  her  desire  to  improve  the  appearance  of  Irish 
linen,  our  quarter  of  a pint  of  rice  w’as  greatly  dimi- 
nished. Her  apartment  was  in  the  same  ward  as 
mine,  only  separated  by  a green  cloth  partition,  ren- 
dering ingress  and  egi’ess  quite  easy ; so  finding  her 
depot  of  starch,  I thought  myself  justifiable  in  mak- 
ing reprisals,  and  accordingly,  to  the  word  presto, 
made  some  of  it  pass  into  my  saucepan,  and  ulti- 
mately, after  being  w armed  and  sweetened,  restored 
it  to  its  right  owner,  to  the  admiration  of  all  present, 
myself.  The  careful  nurse  soon  found  her  loss,  and 
communicated  to  me  her  suspicion  of  the  free-booter 
being  a dog ; which  idea  I encouraged,  asserting 
that  “ I had  often  seen  one  prowling  about,  but 


151* 


adventures 


could  not  find  in  my  heart  to  hurt  him^  as  I fancied 
I could  read  hunger  in  his  lank  sides.” — “ the 

virtue  of  this  knife/’  said  she,  “ if  I had  the  baste, 

I would  try  the  goodness  of  this  blade  upon  liis  lank 
sides/’  but,  continued  slie,  “ in  future,  Avhen  I go 
out,  you  shall  watch  for  him,  and  I Avill  reAvard  you  ; 
if  he  comes  and  attacks  my  starch  pot,  saize  Teddy  s 
shillelah,  knock  out  the  brute’s  brains,  and,  as  soon 
as  I return,  Ave’ll  try  him,  and  hang  him  ! — “ By 
my  sowl,  and  I’ll  do  that  thing,”  said  I,  imitating 
her  son  Teddy’s  aspirating  articulation,  whicli 
pleased  her  wonderfully ; priding  herself,  as  she 
did,  on  the  good  English  that  she  and  her  country- 
men spoke,  and  declaring  positiv’ely  that  Avere  an 
Irishman  to  be  born  in  England,  he  Avould  spake 
better  English  than  any  of  the  natives  !!!” 

From  this  time  I turned  watchman ; and,  in  order 
to  be  deemed  Avorthy  the  provisions  she  gave  me, 
and  to  keep  up  the  story  of  the  dog,  I sometimes 
got  into  her  apartment,  and  capsized  the  coA  er  of 
her  starch  pot,  as  if  he  had  thrust  it  off  Avith  his  nose, 
in  the  act  of  pillaging.  On  such  occasions  I Avas 
sure  to  have  seen  the  dog,  but  could  not  come  Avith- 
in  reach  of  him,  thus  amusing  her,  and  benefiting 
myself.  What  most  of  all  pleased  this  credulous 
daughter  of  Erin  Avas,  to  find  her  starch  pot  cover 
shattered  to  pieces,  because  I told  her  it  Avas  done 
by  the  shillelah,  that  Teddy  brought  with  hun  from 
Mullingar,  in  aiming  a dreadful  bloAV  at  the  head  of 
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the  intruder.  From  this  time  he  ceased  to  pay  his 
visits  to  the  green  cloth  partitioned  ward ; the  true 
reason  of  which  was,  the  amendment  observable  in 
my  leg,  enabling  me  to  move  about  more  freely,  and 
to  assist  the  nurse  in  cooking,  thereby  affording  me 
an  opportunity  of  not  only  tasting,  but  of  tolling 
the  broth ; reserving  for  myself  a portion,  unsea- 
soned with  Cayenne  pepper  ; which  I generally 
strewed  in  with  a liberal  hand.  The  quantity  thus 
obtained,  being  mixed  with  my  allowance,  made  the 
whole  more  palatable. 

Mr.  Barrett,  the  steward,  who  was  an  old  man,  up- 
right in  principle,  but  selfish  in  disposition,  wovdd, 
by  way  of  obtaining  a basin  of  broth,  frequently 
bring  a dumpling  to  boil,  declaring  that  he  thought 
a basinful  little  enough,  in  consideration  of  the  ad- 
vantage his  dumpling  was  of  to  the  broth.  But  the 
dumplings  w^ere  of  a flinty  composition,  and  only 
yielded  to  the  pressme  of  a ladle,  or  the  mutilating 
prongs  of  a large  fork,  with  one  or  other  of  which  I fre- 
quently made  asperities  on  their  surfaces.  Perceiving 
his  parsimonious  bent  of  mind,  I played  him  a knave’s 
trick,  by  reducing  the  whole  of  the  dumpling  into 
a kind  of  pulp,  intimately  blended  with  cabbage, 
onions,  and  potherbs.  At  the  usual  time,  with  a 
walking  stick  in  his  right  hand,  his  left  carrying  a 
plate,  he  hobbled  into  the  cooking  house,  addi’essing 
me  with,  Now,  Billy,  do  you  think  my  dumpling 
is  done  enough,  my  boy  ?”  It  must  be,  Sir,”  said 
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I,  and  gave  him  the  fork,  which  he  vei-y  carefully 
slid  down  the  side  of  the  pot,  to  prevent  any  of  the 
dumpling  being  broken  off.  Bless  my  soul  and 
body,”  said  the  old  steward,  rather  peevishly ; I 
cannot  be  so  much  mistaken;  I’m  sure  I put  one 
in.”  Round  went  the  beef  and  mutton,  put  in  mo- 
tion by  the  examiner’s  fork,  as  a deep  sigh  escaped^ 
him.  « Bless  my  life,”  said  he,  in  a low  tone  ot 
voice,  as  he  fumbled  about  his  waistcoat  pocket, 

I have  forgot  my  spectacles  : but,  Billy,  my  boy, 
continued  he,  in  a voice  an  octave  higher  than  the 
last  exclamation,  “ reach  me  the  ladle ; and  then, 

if  I don’t  find  it,  I shall  think  that  the  very” 

He  would  have  said  something  more,  which  tlie 
reader  is  left  to  imagine;  but,  having  the  ladle 
ready,  I popt  it  into  his  hand.  « Aye,  now  for  it,” 
said  lie,  plunging  the  ladle  into  the  boiler,  and  bring- 
ing up  a fragment  of  what  he  was  in  search  of. 
« Dear,  dear  me” ! exclaimed  he,  turning  up  the  whites 
of  his  eyes  to  heaven,  as  if  the  loss  of  a dumpling 
was  of  serious  consequence : I have  staid  too  long, 
it  is  boil’d  all  away.”  “ It  is  a pity.  Sir,”  said  I,  as 
he  threw  down  the  ladle  in  a pet ; at  the  same  time 
taking  up  his  walking  stick  and  plate;  looking  very 
glum.  “ The  broth  are  very  thick,  Sir,  would  you 
wishto  iiave  a basin  ? though,”  continued  I,  when, 
the  monosyllable,  no !”  and  a sulky  look,  con- 
vinced me,  that  I had  carried  the  joke  far  enough  ; 
and  I never  after  durst  renew  the  trick.  Muttering 
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ilissatisfaction,  he  left  the  cooking-house,  and  aided 
by  his  ivory-headed  stick,  tottered  back  to  his  apart- 
ment, mucli  chagrined  at  the  disappointment  he  had 
suffered. 

Successful  in  my  stratagem  to  obtain  Irish  starch  ; 
fortunate  too  in  my  office  of  under-cook ; bread  alone 
was  wanting,  in  addition  to  my  allowance,  to  enable 
me  to  live  in  clover:  nor  was  that  wanting  long. 
With  head  leaning  over  the  gi*eat  pot,  in  which 
floated  the  decomposed  dumpling  of  the  steward, 
an  idea  struck  it,  how  to  add  a little  grist  to  the  mill. 
I welcomed  it  as  a friend ; listened  to  its  dictates  ; 
and,  acting  under  its  influence,  found  my  advantage. 
A French  baker,  Paul  Lorenzi,  in  the  Canash,  sup- 
plied the  hospital  with  bread  ; twelve  was  the  num- 
ber of  jiatients  in  the  sailors'  division  of  the  house, 
who  received  daily  three  loaves,  of  four  pounds  each, 
to  be  fetched  by  one  or  other  of  the  patients.  Few 
liked  to  carry  twelve  pounds  of  bread  from  Mon- 
sieur’s to  the  hospital,  so  that  I found  no  difficulty 
in  getting  myself  nominated  to  the  situation  of 
bread-carriei',  to  the  hospital ; and,  in  tliat  capacity, 
like  the  discontented  and  the  vicious,  dissolved  the 
bonds  of  union,  and,  for  self-interest  (tlieir  principle 
of  action),  separated  those,  that  circumstances  had 
connected  together : for,  under  the  pretext  of  rest- 
ing myself,  I would  stop  in  some  snug  spot,  break 
tlie  loaves  from  each  other,  and,  looking  round  to 
see  that  none  observed  me,  most  assiduously  com- 
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mence  paring  off  the  protuberant  parts,  which  often 
yielded  an  abundant  supply,  not  only  sufficient  to 
amuse  me  on  my  road  to  the  hospital ; but  also  to 
enable  me  to  lay  up  for  a rainy  day : the  F rench  baker 
would  also  sometimes  give  me  a roll : so  that  I now 
fared  sumptuously  every  day ; notwithstanding 
which,  such  was  my  predilection  for  variety,  and 
such  the  pleasure  I found  in  retaliation,  that  soon 
after  I had  analyzed  Mr.  Barrett's  dumpling,  I 
blighted  the  hopes  of  a sick  non-commissioned 
officer,  belonging  to  the  45th  regiment  of  foot, 
without  adding  an  iota  to  the  stock  of  my  own 
comfort. 

The  hospital  was  divided  by  a partition,  the 
upper  part  being  open  to  admit  fresh  air.  On  one 
side,  the  wards  were  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of 
seamen : on  the  other,  for  the  accommodation  of  sick 
soldiers ; Serjeant  West,  and  several  privates  of  the 
45th,  occupying  it  when  I was  there.  Lying,  one 
day,  on  an  inclined  plane,  in  front  of  some  guns 
that  commanded  a rivulet,  with  my  eye  steadily 
fixed  on  the  cooking-house,  I perceived  the  sick 
serjeant  enter  it,  and  very  carefully  place  a quantity 
of  potatoes  on  the  hot  embers  to  roast.  No  one  was 
near : he  covered  them  over,  looked  round  about, 
and  marched  slowly  back  to  the  hospital.  As  the 
sailors  had  often  suffered  losses,  by  the  finesse  and 
subtilty  of  the  soldiers,  I thought  this  a fine  oppor- 
tunity to  retaliate ; so,  venturing  down  the  steep, 
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which  was  no  easy  task  to  effect,  and  steering  my 
course  to  the  back  of  the  cooking-house,  I not  only 
entered  it,  and  made  a prize  of  the  potatoes,  but 
regained  my  situation  on  the  inclined  plane,  unob- 
served by  mortal  eye.  Prostrate  on  the  ground, 
examining  my  ill-acquired  booty,  I found  they  were 
scarcely  warm  tlirough.  Serjeant  West  announced 
his  appearance,  by  a hollow  cough  ; I again  watched 
him  into  the  cooking-house,  and  saw  him  scatter  the 
ashes  abroad,  with  a stick,  in  order  to  uncover  his 
potatoes  : but,  with  the  exception  of  two  diminutive 
stragglers,  they  were  all  gone:  though  how,  or 
where,  or  when,  was  to  the  sick  serjeant  a problem, 
as  difficult  to  solve,  as  to  account,  philosophically, 
for  motion  in  matter.  Unwilling  to  believe  the 
evidence  of  his  senses,  he  turned  the  ashes  o’er  and 
o’er:  but  all  in  vain.  A heavy  oath  escaped  his 
lips,  and  reached  my  ears. 

Self-convicted,  my  heart  repented  the  disappoint- 
ment I had  occasioned.  He  saw  me,  and  came  to 
me,  to  relate  his  loss ; which  he  did  in  such  a feeling 
manner,  that  I suffered  mental  agony,  particularly 
when  he  wished  that  I had  seen  the  unprincipled 
negro  (suspecting  one  to  have  wronged  him),  as  he 
entered  through  the  back  window,  which  he  sup- 
posed to  be  the  case,  persuaded  that  no  living  soul 
had  entered  through  the  door,  as  he  had  been  on  the 
look  out  the  whole  of  the  time.  The  poignancy  of 
his  remark  flashed  conviction  afresh  on  my  mind. 
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iuid,  such  was  the  torture  I endured,  as  another 
curse  w as  pronounced  against  the  delinquent,  that 
the  revenue  of  the  richest  potentate  on  earth  might 
in  vain  have  been  offered,  to  tempt  me  again  to  tread 
the  mazy  paths  of  delinquency,  or  to  sport  with  the 
feelings  of  the  afflicted.  Conscious  of  transgression, 
though  committed  in  the  way  of  retaliation,  I pitied 
the  disappointed  veteran ; pretended  that  urgent 
business,  till  now  forgot,  demanded  me  at  the  hos- 
pital ; bade  him  good  day,  and  left  him  with  pre- 
cipitancy. 

How  reflection  must  liarrow  up  the  soul  of  the 
midnight  robber,  w'hen  left  to  its  operation  in  the 
stillness  of  solitude ! Happy  the  man,  who,  under 
the  guidance  of  religion,  never  forsook  tlie  path  of 
rectitude ! 
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CHAPTER  VTI. 

Visit  my  fellow  Townsman  on  board  a Brig  in  the  Harbour — 
Effects  of  the  Visit — Arrival  of  Prince  William  Henry  at 
Grenada — Quit  the  Hospital,  and  engage  myself  with  the  Brig 
Charlotte,  bound  to  Newfoundland — A Waterspout  at  Sea- 
Stormy  Weather — Obliged  to  put  into  Charlestown,  to  repair— 
Tl'.e  Captain  arrested  for  debt,  and  the  Crew  paid  off— Engage 
with  the  Captain  of  the  Neptune. 

The  professional  attention  of  Mr.  Gilpin  was  un- 
wearied, and  he  had  the  good  wishes  of  all  who  were 
entrusted  to  his  care,  except  the  dissolute,  to  whom 
adlierence  to  wholesome  regimen  appeared  restraint, 
causing  them  to  leave  the  hospital  before  a cure  was 
completed.  Amongst  these  was  the  young  man  who 
left  Leeds  with  me.  When  nearly  well,  he  shipped 
on  board  a brig,  bound  for  St.  John’s,  Newfoundland ; 
and,  as  he  was  tired  of  the  sea,  and  determined  to 
return  home,  I w’as  very  desirous  of  seeing  him  before 
he  left  the  island,  which  he  expected  doing  imme- 
diately. I no  sooner  made  known  my  desire  to  Mr. 
Gilpin,  than  leave  of  absence  was  granted.  The 
brig  was  anchored  in  the  Canash,  whither  I imme- 
diately went.  I was  desirous  of  spending  a few 
hours  in  company  with  the  proposer  of  my  elope- 
ment from  those  parents,  whom  I now  wished  him 
to  wait  upon,  on  his  return  to  our  native  town.  I 
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promised  myself  pleasure  in  reciprocal  intercourse, 
on  topics  connected  with  our  plots,  peregrinations, 
and  privations. 

I soon  found  the  brig,  saw  my  companion  in 
adventure,  and  hailed  him  in  the  usual  way : when, 
to  my  great  surprise,  though  he  recognized  me  (the 
vessel  lying  within  forty  yards  of  where  I stood),  he 
paid  not  the  least  attention  to  me,  w hich  damped  the 
ardour  of  anticipated  pleasure.  How^ever,  observing 
a black  boy  in  a boat,  at  a short  distance,  I hailed 
him,  and  he  answ'ered  the  signal,  by  immediately 
sculling  the  boat  to  where  I was,  holding  up  my 
hand  to  my  late  messmate  on  board  the  brig.  1 he 
young  African  seemed  pleased  to  befriend  me,  and 
soon  rowed  me  to  the  vessel,  where  stood  my  shy 
fellow-townsman  and  traveller.  I thanked  the  active 
boy,  and  walked  up  to  the  abettor  of  my  undutifid- 
ness,  whose  remissness  strongly  indicated  an  unfeel- 
ing mind.  He  spoke  not,  till  I urged  him  and  then 
with  so  bad  a grace,  that,  had  I not  experienced  a 
degree  of  shyness  approaching  to  misanthropy,  from 
our  first  leaving  home,  I should  have  suffered  the 
greatest  dejection  of  spirits. 

The  crew  of  the  brig  w'ere  below,  and  on  the  point 
of  dining ; w^hen,  hearing  somebody  pacing  fore  and 
aft  upon  the  deck,  one  of  them  inquired  if  I w^anted 
any  body  on  board  ? I replied,  that  “ the  object  of 
my  visit  on  board  was,  to  spend  the  day  with  a 
fellow’-tow'nsman,  with  whom  1 had  left  home, 
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against  the  will,  and  at  last  w'ithout  the  knowledge 
of  niy  parents  : but  that,  since  he  had,  by  coolness 
and  indifference,  denied  me  the  pleasure  I had  pro- 
mised myself,  I would  return  to  the  hospital,  of 
which  I was  an  inmate,  and  there,  in  the  cheerful 
company  of  two  other  townsmen,  both  of  the  45th 
regiment,  enjoy  that  time  which  I should  have  spent 
with  your  messmate.” — “ Messmate,  be  d — d !”  said 
the  young  fellow,  pulling  up  his  trowsers  as  he 
swore ; I never  own  any  one  for  a messmate  that 
turns  his  back  on  an  old  acquaintance,  and  may  we 
founder  fifty  leagues  from  land,  if  I ever  do !”  So 
saying,  he  went  below,  informed  the  mate,  and  the 
rest  of  the  hands  on  board,  of  the  nature  of  my  visit, 
and  the  reception  I had  met  with.  Torrents  of 
abuse  were  bestowed  on  my  confused  acquaintance 
by  the  whole  group,  who,  with  that  generosity 
which  characterises  the  British  sailor,  invited  me  to 
partake  with  them.  I thanked  them  for  the  invita- 
tion, sitting  down  amongst  them,  making  myself  as 
free  as  they  made  me  welcome ; and  never  before 
had  I witnessed  true  English  hospitality.  The 
mate  carved  for  me  with  a most  liberal  hand,  while 
each  undissemblingly  pressed  me  to  renew  my  mess. 
Dinner  over,  jokes  began  to  fly  about;  and  many 
w ell-timed  pithy  lectures  were  levelled  at  my  friend, 
w ho  was  scarcely  allowed  to  taste  the  grog  which 
soon  began  to  circulate,  and  which,  ere  night-fall, 
W'ent  briskly  round  the  merry  circle. 
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Eight  o’clock  p.  m.  arrived ; I now  had  to  take 
my  leave,  for  tlie  hospital.  After  thanking  them 
for  the  civility  shown  me,  and  taking  a hearty  swig 
of  grog,  as  the  parting  glass,  the  mate  presented  me 
with  a fine  piece  of  beef,  to  take  ashore  with, me, 
one  corner  of  it  was  thrust  into  my  jacket  pocket, 
and  steadied  there  by  the  pressure  of  my  hand. 
The  person  whom  I went  to  see  was  deputed  to  put 
me  ashore ; I thanked  the  mate  once  more,  and  got 
into  the  brig’s  boat,  along  with  my  morose  towns- 
man ; I told  him  that  all  I wished  him  to  do  for  me, 
on  his  return  to  England,  was  to  wait  on  my  parents, 
and  inform  them  where  and  how  he  left  me.  He 
promised  to  do  so.  I then  M'ent  to  the  bows  of  the 
boat,  when,  in  attempting  to  get  on  the  forethought 
or  seat,  being  rather  clumsy  from  lameness,  and 
top-heavy  with  grog,  souse  I fell  into  the  w'atei. 
We  had  proceeded  about  two-thirds  of  the  distance 
between  the  brig  and  the  shore,  when  my  friend,  as 
a last  and  perfect  specimen  of  indifference,  pulled 
round  the  boat,  bade  me  farewell,  and,  without 
caring  whether  I sunk  or  swam,  left  me  to  my  fate. 
Knowing  myself  expert  at  swimming,  I was  more 
afraid  of  losing  my  beef  than  my  life ; consequently, 
I clapped  my  hand  to  my  pocket,  as  soon  as  I rose 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  swimming  with  the 
other  hand,  till  I landed  safe,  with  the  mate  s pre- 
sent firmly  wedged  m my  pocket. 

Notwithstanding  the  grog  had  imparted  to  me. 
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or  rather  excited  in  me,  a flow  of  spirits,  they  were 
soon  dissipated,  either  by  my  sudden  immersion  in 
the  Canash,  the  thought  of  the  vile  treatment  of  a 
professed  friend,  or  a sense  of  breach  of  duty,  in 
having  exceeded  the  time  allowed  to  patients,  when 
indulged  to  leave  the  hospital  to  follow  their  om  u 
pursuits ; or,  perhaps,  by  the  combined  effects  of  all 
three.  A sudden  gloom  overspread  my  mind,  as  I 
reflected  on  the  difficulty  of  gaining  admission  into 
the  hospital  without  detection;  as  a centinel  con- 
stantly guarded  its  entrance,  to  avoid  whose  vigi- 
lance was  now  my  greatest  care.  Embarrassed,  I 
wandered  about  a considerable  time;  at  length,  a 
passage  through  a garden  presented  itself  as  favour- 
able to  my  wishes : I took  advantage  of  it,  and  was 
enabled  thereby  to  enter  the  cooking-house,  through 
the  window,  without  discovery. 

A more  difficult  task  remained  to  be  performed. 
The  fabled  Hydra,  slain  by  Hercules,  was  not  more 
watchful  than  the  gruel-tithing  nurse  from  Mullin- 
gar, when  any  patient,  on  leave  of  absence,  staid  out 
beyond  the  prescribed  time;  and,  as  nothing  more 
than  a piece  of  green  baize  separated  our  respective 
apartments,  it  was  morally  impossible  to  enter  mine 
without  her  knowledge,  provided  she  was  in  her 
own,  and  had  not  been  too  familiar  with  the  best 
substitute  she  could  get  for  the  dear  crater." 
She  had  just  taken  enough  to  improve  some  of  her 
senses,  and  impair  others ; thus,  while  her  ears  could 
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catch  sounds  that  never  were  generated,  her  eye* 
could  see  double.  Still,  her  taste  was  most  exquisite, 
and  she  could  touch  spirits ! She  was  comforting 
herself,  and  had  a lamp  burning  beside  her.  Had  I 
appealed  to  heaven,  in  a good  cause,  and  submitted 
myself  to  the  fiery  ordeal,  I could  not  have  walked 
with  greater  caution,  or  wdth  lighter  tread : but  all 
would  not  do;  she  heard,  and  hearing,  rose;  and 
with  lamp  in  her  hand,  and  anger  in  her  face  (which 
blushed  immoderately),  she  came  out,  vociferating. 
You,  Butterwood ! wherever  have  you  been? 
The  doctor  shall  know  all  about  it  in  the  morning, 
so  he  shall,  you  young  dog.  By  the  virtue  of  this 
lamp.  I’ll  have  you  dismissed  by  ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning.  No  more  of  your  dog's  tricks  here.  Butter- 

wood.  No  more  of  your” How  long  she 

would  have  lectured,  had  not  a fit  of  hiccoughing 
seized  her,  I know  not.  Though  tipsy,  the  word 
dog,  and  afterwards  those  of  dog  s tricks,  startled 
me ; I thought  she  was  alluding  to  the  starch-pot : 
therefore,  to  divert  her  attention  from  what  I con- 
ceived to  be  an  accusation,  knowing  that  she  valued 
yiresents,  I assumed  an  air  of  cheerfulness,  and  said. 
Nurse,  do  you  know  that  I have  been  to  see  George 
to-day?” — “ And  did  you  see  the  boy,  Butterwood  ?” 
said  she  hastily.—"  I did,  nurse,”  replied  I,  " and 
so  anxious  was  he  to  send  you  a present,  that  he 
entreated  me  to  stay  with  him  till  the  mate  came 
on  board,  of  whom  he  begged  this  piece  of  beef 
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expressly  for  you.” — “ Did  the  boy  do  that  thing  ?” 
asked  she,  smilingly.  Let  me  see  it,  Butterwood, 
my  boy,”  she  exclaimed,  as  with  great  difficulty  I 
pulled  it  out  of  my  pocket.  ‘‘  May  the  blessing  of 
the  holy  cross  attend  him  ! And  did  George  think 
so  much  of  his  old  nurse  } Ah  ! musha  good  luck 
to  him.  Aye,  aye,  poor  George,  he  was  always  a 
irood-natured  crater.”  This  scene,  when  related  to 
the  rest  of  the  inmates,  was  the  occasion  of  much 
mirth,  especially  to  my  two  townsmen,  of  the  45th, 
with  whom  I used  frequently  to  exchange  dinners, 
for  mutual  accommodation ; all  in  the  hospital 
knowing  that  she  held  spirits  in^the  profoundest 
veneration,  and  that,  like  myself,  she  had  been 
overpowered  by  their  allurements.. 

Though,  in  the  just  estimation  of  the  religious, 
falsehood  and  prevarication  are  highly  censurable, 
under  the  then  existing  circumstances  I thought 
only  how  to  escape  animadversion,  and  avoid  expul- 
sion. Perhaps  few  would  have  done  less.  Without 
allowing  myself  time  for  reflection,  I staggered  to 
bed,  and  in  sleep  forgot  all  my  troubles:  but  an 
overloaded  stomach  soon  disturbed  my  repose;  I 
awoke,  to  experience  a violent  head-ache,  the  un- 
pleasantness of  nausea,  and  the  painful  exertion  of 
retching  and  vomiting.  The  nurse  flew  to  my  assist- 
ance, held  my  head,  and  pitied  poor  Butterwood. 
Again  I retched,  but  retched  only  to  increase  the 
pain  I felt  in  the  action.  The  good  woman  knew 


16‘8 


adventures 


how  to  cleanse  a youthful  stomach  debauched  with 
»-i’oo-.  It  was  effected  by  a pow^erful  dose  of  hot 
rum  and  water,  made  very  sweet.  Ipecacuanha, 
emetic-tartar,  or  antimonial  wine,  could  not  have 
produced  half  the  effects.  Wlien  the  stomach  was 
entirely  freed  from  its  oppression,  my  Irish  doctress 
removed  every  unpleasantness,  save  that  which 
offended  the  olfactory  nerve. 

Again  I committed  myself  to  bed,  where,  w ithout 
the  aid  of  somniferous  preparations,  I fell  into  a 
sound  and  tranquil  sleep  ; out  of  which  I was  roused, 
late  in  the  morning,  by  a few  gentle  touches  of  Mr. 
Gilpin’s  gold-headed  cane.  He  very  feelingly  told 
me  that  I should  be  much  better,  if  enjoying  the 
open  air,  under  the  piazza,  out  of  the  influence  of 
the  sun.  Shame  suffused  my  face  with  blushes,  at 
being  found  in  such  a state  by  the  doctor ; at  his 
right  elbow  stood  the  nurse,  on  wdiose  tongue  the 
piece  of  salt  beef  w^orked  w'onders.  With  a face  that 
commanded  pity,  and  clasped  upraised  hands,  she 
arrested  the  attention  of  the  unsuspecting  Mr.  Gilpin, 
by  observing,  Ah,  dear  Sir,  the  poor  young  boy 
has  been  so  ill  all  night ; so  sick,  and  such  a pain 
in  his  belly,  that  I wmuld  not  have  given  a tenpenny 
for  the  loan  of  his  life,  and  hadn’t  it  been  for  a little 
drap  of  hot  rum  and  water  that  I mixed  and  gave 

lum” “ Hot  rum  and  w’ater  !”  said  the  doctor, 

interrupting  her. — “ To  be  sure,”  said  she,  in  the 
true  Irish  aspiration,  Nothing  better  after  a” 
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Hem  ! said  she,  checking  herself. — After  what  f” 
asked  the  doctor. — After  a restless  night,  to  be 
sure!”  answered  the  nurse,  recovering  herself. — 
“ I thought,”  said  Mr.  Gilpin,  “ I smelled  rum,” 
turning  up  his  nose,  and  snuffing  the  air.  Conceiv* 
ing  my  presence  unnecessary,  I withdrew,  leaving 
the  management  of  my  case  to  the  nurse,  who,  toge- 
ther with  the  tender-hearted  surgeon,  entered  the 
piazza,  where  I was  sauntering  about.  They  con- 
tinued some  time  in  close  conversation ; part  of 
which  I overheard.  Whatever  she  said  was  in  praise 
of  poor  Butterwood.  Not  one  saint  in  the  Romish 
calendar  possessed  more  virtues,  and  I must  do  her 
the  justice  to  say,  never  did  hypocrisy  bear  a nearer 
semblance  to  truth.  Looking  the  doctor  in  the  face, 
her’s  wore  the  aspect  of  a nun  in  Lent ; but,  when 
she  turned  her  head,  and  winked  significantly  at  me, 
I recognised  the  Thalia  of  a company  of  itinerant 
comedians,  in  good  humour. 

Leaving  her  at  a little  distance,  he  came  up  to 
me,  took  me  by  the  hand,  pulled  out  his  watch, 
applied  his  thumb  and  finger  to  my  wrist,  counted 
its  pulsations,  and  then  examined  my  tongue. 
Quite  feverish ! said  he,  in  an  under  voice. — No 
wonder,”  said  I,  in  one  still  lower.  He  paused  a 
little,  then  advised  me  to  take  great  care  of  myself; 
after  which  he  gave  me  a note,  requesting  the  steward 
to  let  me  have  half  a pint  of  Madeira  per  day,  until 
orders  to  the  contrary.  I bowed,  as  he  gave  me 
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the  note,  and  was  well  pleased  w'hen  he  left  me. 
Scarcely  had  he  got  out  of  sight,  ere  the  nurse 
came  capering  up  to  me,  good  humouredly  saying, 
“ Musha,  you  little  dog!  you  see.  Butter  wood, 
what  I have  done  for-  you.  Sure,  you’re  in  luck  s 
way  this  morning.  We’ll  do  the  thing  nately,  my 
boy,  and  have  a dinner  fit  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  Good  beef  and  wine ; eh,  Butterwood  ?” 
I smiled  assent,  acknowledged  the  service  she  had 
rendered  me,  and,  when  dinner  was  over,  drank 
“ the  shamrock which  she  honoured  in  a bumper. 
Before  the  sun  sunk  in  night,  I was  quite  well;  but 
I continued  to  receive  the  half  pint  of  Madeira, 
which  I frequently  exchanged  for  bread  with  one  or 
other  of  the  patients,  who  were  not  indulged  with 
such  a luxury.  Often  did  I reflect  on  the  wonder- 
working effects  of  bribery,  when  advantageously 
employed. 

Grenada  was  now  all  bustle ; Prince  William 
Henry’s  intended  visit,  preparatory  to  his  leaving 
the  West  Indies,  put  all  in  motion.  To  witness  the 
erection  of  a temporary  platform  in  the  Canash,  to 
serve  as  a landing-place  for  his  Royal  Highness, 
furnished  an  excellent  plea  for  one  John  Jones  and 
myself  to  obtain  leave  of  absence  from  the  hospital. 

The  favour  was  granted;  we  visited  the  spot, 
when,  to  our  astonishment,  a black  boy  approached 
the  waterside,  having  a large  cheese  on  his  head, 
which  he  plunged  into  the  Canash.  Our  surprise 
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was  scarce  over,  when  he  returned  with  another 
cheese ; this  he  committed  to  the  same  place,  and 
straightway  fetched  a third : asking  him  his  reason 
for  such  conduct,  he  replied,  “ Massa,  you  no  see 
de  cheese,  no  good  ?”  pointing  to  the  decayed  part 
thereof.  As  it  appeared,  on  inspection,  to  be  good 
old  cheese,  ripe  with  age,  I slipped  the  knot  of  my 
handkercliief,  and  removed  it  from  my  neck,  in  order 
to  wrap  up  a piece  of  the  cheese  that  I had  just 
broken  off.  Jones  moved  off  with  the  other  piece, 
but  the  black  boy  followed,  and  soon  overtook  him. 
As  he  saw  that  my  companion  was  lame  (from  his 
leg  having  been  recently  broken),  he  immediately  at- 
tacked him,  determined  to  recover  the  cheese,  though 
to  him  it  was  useless.  The  struggle  betwixt  them 
enabled  me  to  sheer  off  with  my  part  of  the  mellow 
prize,  though  not  before  I was  encouraged  to  do  so 
by  two  respectable  gentlemen,  named  Ryan  and 
Dowling,  in  the  presence  of  several  others.  Jones 
gave  up  the  struggle,  and  the  cheese.  The  part  I 
took  was  divided  amongst  the  inmates  of  the  hospi- 
tal, and  the  whole  soon  disappeared,  from  an  appre- 
hension that  it  would  be  sought  for,  together  with 
the  person  who  took  it ; but  we  never  heard  any 
thing  of  it  afterwards. 

The  pleasure  I felt  in  administering  a basin  of 
chicken  broth  to  a sick  messmate,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  served  to  stimulate  me  to  procure  for  mj^  fel- 
low patients,  in  the  hospital,  at  Grenada,  whatever 
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appeared  to  diversify  the  sameness  of  viands,  which, 
though  of  the  best  quality,  palled  for  want  of  variety. 
To  effect  this,  as  my  leg  was  now  nearly  well,  I 
frequently  assisted  in  drawing  a net  in  St.  George  s 
bay  ; I understood  that  it  belonged  to  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  town,  and  that  it  measured  eighty 
yards  long,  and  fourteen  deep.  Its  capaciousness 
benefited  the  owners,  and  me  also ; for  I was  amply 
rewarded  for  the  assistance  I gave;  generally  re- 
ceiving abundance  of  small  fishes  : thus  I was  ena- 
bled to  be  of  service  to  my  sick  companions,  and 
enjoyed  true  happiness  in  having  it  in  my  power  to 
present  them  with  the  earnings  of  my  labours. 

The  whole  population  of  St.  George’s  were  anxi- 
ously expecting  the  Royal  visiter,  the  time  of  whose 
landing  had  been  publicly  announced.  1 he  ships, 
on  board  of  which  w'ere  his  Royal  Highness  and 
suite,  came  to  anchor  in  the  bay,  during  the  quiet 
hour  of  night.  On  the  day  following,  the  prepara- 
tions for  his  landing  were  completed,  when  the  signal 
ship,  the  Hope,  of  London,  lying  in  the  Canash,  dis- 
played the  flags  of  almost  every  nation,  suspended 
from  the  masts,  yards,  and  rigging;  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  other  ships  were  decorated  in  a similar 
manner,  and  produced  an  imposing  effect.  A Royal 
salute  was  fired  from  the  ships  of  the  Prince,  which 
were  three  in  number ; and  the  fort  guns  answered 
the  salute.  When  the  party  left  the  ships  in  their 
own  boats  a single  gun  was  fired,  and  answered  by 
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the  Hope : this  was  done  to  apprise  the  different 
captains  of  the  event,  the  whole  of  whose  ship’s 
boats  were  most  tastefully  fitted  out,  for  the  purpose 
of  escorting  his  Royal  Highness  into  the  Canash. 
Each  boat  had  the  British  flag  flying,  and  the  men 
in  general  wore  white  shirts,  and  made,  altogether, 
an  interesting  appearance. 

The  boats  containing  the  Prince  and  suite  rowed 
to  a considerable  distance  from  their  respective  ships, 
and  laid  on  their  oars  off  the  entrance  to  the  Canash, 
waiting  the  arrival  of  the  boats  belonging  to  the 
merchant  ships  now  advancing  towards  them.  When 
they  were  within  about  thirty  fathoms  of  their 
Prince,  as  if  by  magic  every  oar  ceased  to  ply,  and 
three  hearty  cheers  congratulated  the  man  of  their 
esteem.  The  merchantmen’s  boats  then  surrounded 
those  of  the  Royal  party,  though  at  a respectful  dis- 
tance, and  the  whole  proceeded  to  the  Canash. 

During  this  time,  I left  the  hospital  hill,  whence 
I had  obtained  an  excellent  view  of  so  novel  and 
grand  an  aquatic  procession,  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  the  newly-erected  platform,  in  order  to 
witness  the  landing  of  the  sailor’s  friend.  The  street, 
from  the  Mansion  House,  was  lined  with  troops  on 
each  side  ; and  all  the  musicians  on  the  island,  white, 
black,  or  tawney,  were  engaged  on  the  occasion. 
The  Governor  of  the  Island,  the  municipal  autho- 
rities, and  the  military  officers  belonging  to  the  dif- 
ferent corps,  occupied  stations  contiguous  to  the  tern- 
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porary  platform ; near  to  which,  as  the  procession 
advanced,  the  obsecpiious  boats  opened,  admitting 
Ins  Royal  Highness  and  suite  to  approach  the  land- 
ing place  prepared  for  his  reception.  The  Prince, 
in  a dignified  manner,  stepped  ashore,  and  imme- 
diately, with  that  graceful  ease  which  peculiarly 
characterises  the  numerous  offspring  of  our  late 
venerated  King,  gave  his  hand  to  the  Governor. 
He  was  enthusiastically  cheered  on  landing,  and  en- 
tertained in  the  Mansion  House  (w'hither  the  caval- 
cade proceeded,  with  music  playing),  in  a manner 
w'orthy  the  son  of  a great  Sovereign.  After  dinner, 
numerous  toasts  w'ere  drunk,  and  announced  by 
the  discharge  of  certain  field-pieces,  planted  in  the 
church-yard,  opposite  the  Mansion  House.  Pro- 
fusion graced  the  board;  hilarity  was  cherished, 
and  contentment  beamed  on  every  countenance. 

Highly  gratified  with  the  spectacle,  after  devoting 
the  remainder  of  the  day  to  innocent  mirth,  agree- 
ably to  the  regulations  of  the  hospital,  I left  the 
bustling  scenes  of  the  town,  for  the  retirement  of  my 
ward  in  that  benevolent  institution.  For  want  of 
active  employment  time  now  seemed  to  hang  heavy 
on  my  hands  ; however,  on  a Sunday,  the  negroes’ 
holiday,  I found  an  antidote  to  spleen,  in  attending 
their  sportive  scenes,  which  comprised  dancing, 
playing  at  single  sticks,  and  boxing.  In  the  two 
latter  amusements  great  command  of  temper  was 
evinced ; stoical  apathy  received  the  loudest  plaudits; 
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and  a broken  head^  or  loss  of  teeth,  was  endured 
with  the  greatest  good  humour.  Indeed,  1 never 
once  saw  anger  provoked,  or  a quarrel  excited,  in 
any  of  these  contests,  wherein  great  skill  and  agility 
were  shown,  as  well  as  in  that  of  dancing. 

Tired  of  a sedentary  life,  unable  to  procure  books 
to  relieve  the  mind  by  reading,  and,  through  the 
unremitting  attention  of  Mr.  Gilpin,  being  now 
nearly  well,  I felt  a strong  inclination  to  return  to 
habits  of  industry,  in  the  pursuits  of  an  active  avo- 
cation. This  wish  I communicated  to  the  worthy 
doctor,  who,  in  the  most  feeling  manner,  advised 
me  not  to  leave  the  hospital  till  a perfect  cure  was 
effected,  or  I could  better  my  condition.  Gratitude 
prompted  an  acknowledgment  of  the  intended  fa- 
vour; but  a circumstance  occurred,  which  deter- 
mined me  in  the  choice  I had  made,  of  leaving  an 
asylum  wherein  I had  experienced  the  paternal  care 
of  the  surgeon,  received  useful  instruction  from  the 
age-stricken  steward,  and  imposed  on  the  credulity 
of  the  loquacious  nurse,  who,  from  fear  of  the  pa- 
tients dying  of  a plethora,  continued  to  take  toll  of 
their  rice  gruel. 

As  twelve  was  the  greatest  number  of  patients 
that  could  be  admitted  into  the  sailors’  wards,  and 
as  that  number  already  stood  on  the  books,  without 
some  one  leaving,  a man,  whose  case  was  more 
desperate  than  any  one  in  the  house,  must  of  neces- 
sity have  been  refused  admission.  My  head  ac- 
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knowledged  his  claim  to  commiseration,  and  my 
heart  approved  its  decision.  The  moment  I saw 
him,  I determined  on  giving  up  my  birth,  in  the 
hope  that  success  would  crown  his  application. 

In  order  to  realise  my  wish,  without  dividging 
my  intention  to  any  one,  I posted  down  to  St. 
George’s,  where  I shipped  on  board  a brig  at  anchoi 
in  the  bay,  the  Charlotte,  Captain  Brcadhurst,  bound 
for  Ameriea.  Without  loss  ot  time,  I hastened  back, 
to  inform  Mr.  Gilpin  of  the  step  I had  taken,  and 
to  return  thanks  in  the  usual  manner,  which  custom 
exacted  and  gratitude  cheerfully  performed.  After 
receiving  a quantity  of  salve  and  lint  from  Mi. 
Gilpin,  for  future  dressings,  and  thanking  him, 
from  my  heart,  for  unmerited  favours;  after  ex- 
pressing obligations  to  Mr.  Barrett  for  the  advice 
he  had  given  me,  to  regulate  my  future  conduct  in 
life ; after  thanking  the  nurse  for  her  attention  to 
me  in  the  hour  of  sickness,  and  receiving  from  her 
a strict  injunction  to  deliver  her  compliments  to 
George,  if  I should  ever  see  him  again,  for  his 
valuable  present  of  beef;  after  shaking  hands  with 
my  sick  and  lame  companions,  and  wishing  them 
all  well, — I repaired  on  board  tlie  Charlotte,  where  I 
Avas  very  well  received  by  the  captain. 

Having  taken  in  what  cargo  she  Avas  to  receive  at 
St.  George’s,  we  got  under  way,  and  proceeded  to 
Goyave,  to  take  in  a quantity  of  rum ; and  afterwards 
to  La  Bay,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Island,  where 
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we  completed  our  cargo,  and  where  I learned  that 
the  destination  of  the  brig  was  for  Newfoundland. 

I was  well  satisfied  with  my  condition,  as  each  suc- 
ceeding day  brought  with  it  new  sources  of  pleasure 
to  one  like  myself,  who  had  felt  the  iron  rod  of 
oppression  on  board  a slave-ship,  and  seen  man 
degraded,  insulted,  and  abused. 

Captain  Broadhurst  was  a father  to  his  crew,  who, 
in  return,  vied  with  each  other  in  obeying  his  com- 
mands, which  bore  the  appearance  of  mild  requests  ; 
in  fact,  he  had  scarcely  any  commands  to  give,  or 
requests  to  make,  for  his  hands  knew  their  duty  so 
well,  and  felt  such  pleasure  in  the  performance  of  it, 
that  his  wishes  were  accomplished  without  being 
expressed.  Brotherly  love  united  the  men  to  each 
other  in  the  strictest  bonds ; and  such  was  the  ad- 
vantage of  sailing  with  a man  universally  esteemed, 
and  who  interested  himself  warmly  in  their  welfare, 
that  each  man  was  allowed  to  have  three  or  four 
puncheons  of  rum  on  board,  as  an  adventure,  which 
advantage  they  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  in  the  pre- 
sent voyage. 

I had  no  adventure,  except  the  one  I was  making 
personally,  against  the  dictates  of  duty,  and  the  sug- 
gestions of  self-interest ; which  is  so  common  a thing 
to  youth,  that  in  the  small  crew  of  the  Charlotte  I 
found  a youth  from  Portsmouth,  in  Virginia,  who, 
disdaining  restraint,  had  left  home  in  a manner  very 
similar  to  that  adopted  by  my  misanthropic  acquaint- 
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ance  and  myself.  In  this  young  man,  who  was 
about  my  own  age,  I found  not  only  a pleasant,  but 
an  intelligent  companion,  willing  to  communicate 
information,  and  happily  possessing  useful  know- 
ledge to  impart.  In  his  company  I was  happy;  by 
his  conversation  enlightened ; and  by  his  love  of 
veracity  taught  to  venerate  truth,  whose  emanations 
illumine  the  mind,  are  earnestly  desired  by  the 
wise  and  good,  and  only  dreaded  by  hypocrisy  and 
deceit. 

A pleasant  breeze  favoured  our  departure  from 
Grenada,  and  continued  nearly  three  weeks  ; when, 
it  gradually  dying  away,  'sve  were  becalmed  for 
several  days,  and  completely  surrounded  by  gulf- 
weed,  a marine  plant  frequently  seen  in  the  Gulf 
of  Florida.  The  tediousness  of  the  calm,  after  the 
second  day,  would  have  been  particularly  ix-ksome, 
had  it  not  been  relieved  by  the  enlivening  conversa- 
tion of  my  newly-acquired  messmate,  Wm,  Flagg. 
Though  becalmed  on  our  passage  to  Africa,  when 
we  amused  ourselves  with  weighing  sacks  of  coi-n, 
that  was  nothing  compared  Avith  the  present  cahxi  ; 
where  our  vessel  appeared  stationary,  on  an  extended 
surface  of  the  smoothest  water ; not  even  ruffled  by 
the  slightest  motion  of  the  increasing  gulf-w'eed  that, 
to  my  inexperienced  mind,  seemed  as  if  it  would  bid 
defiance  to  our  greatest  exertions  to  extricate  our- 
selves from  its  entangling  embraces. 

Whilst  thus  arrested  in  our  course,  one  of  nature’s 
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phenomena,  a waterspout,  made  its  appearance  near 
the  Charlotte.  Its  stupendous  figure,  that  seemed  to 
penetrate  the  clouds,  panic  struck  the  whole  crew ; 
all  running  about  the  deck  in  the  greatest  consterna- 
tion, not  knowing  what  to  do,  or  what  precautionary 
step  to  adopt,  in  order  to  guard  against  its  attractive 
influence,  which  was  dreaded ; as  it  is  considei'ed  to 
be  productive  of  inevitable  destruction  to  the  objects 
exposed  to  it.  To  diminish  the  danger,  as  much  as 
possible.  Captain  Broadhurst  deemed  it  prudent  to 
hand  the  topsails,  concluding  that  if  it  should  burst 
(as  he  termed  it)  over  the  brig,  its  force  would 
split  the  sails,  and  probably  hurl  us  to  destruction. 
Terrific  as  its  appearance  was,  from  our  proximity 
to  it,  it  became  more  alarming,  from  the  tremendous 
roar  accompanying  it,  which  so  overawed  us  as  al- 
most to  deprive  us  of  action.  The  sea  foamed,  as 
if  from  agitation,  and  we  expected  each  moment  to 
be  the  last  allowed  us  on  this  side  of  eternity.  But 
we  were  happily  relieved  from  the  most  poignant 
anguish  of  mind,  by  its  ceasing  to  terrify  the 
ear  with  its  loud,  deep,  and  singularly  discordant 
sound.  In  a few  seconds,  however,  either  the  same  or 
another  began  to  roar  again,  but  at  a greater  distance 
from  our  vessel.  We  still  remained  under  apprehen- 
sion of  danger ; but  another  hour  favoured  us  with 
a gentle  breeze,  which  gradually  increased,  till  we 
found  our  little  brig  (after  remaining  several  days 
like  a log  on  the  water)  driving  before  the  wind, 
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and  from  the  waterspout,  at  the  rate  of  ten  knots 
per  hour. 

Although  the  sea  did  not  at  first  run  high,  it  rose 
with  the  wind,  which  in  the  evening  became  boister- 
ous, requiring  the  handing  of  our  topgallant-sails, 
and  the  reefing  of  our  topsails.  The  wind  still  in- 
creasing, our  topgallant-yards  w'ere  sent  down  and 
masts  struck ; topsails  handed ; it  still  blew  hardei . 
Eolus  might  have  been  venting  his  spleen  at  us. 
It  was  now  found  necessary  to  hand  every  sail,  ex- 
cept the  foresail,  which  we  close  reefed,  and  under 
which  we  continued  the  remainder  of  this  and  the 
following  day. 

The  brig  now  made  bad  weather,  and  shipped  a 
great  quantity  of  water.  Soon  after  the  sun  had 
gone  down,  one  of  the  tiers  of  rum  puncheons  in 
midship  gave  way,  with  a loud  crash ; and,  from 
the  rolling  motion  of  the  vessel,  kept  up  a continued 
rattling  and  thumping  noise ; for,  one  puncheon 
being  stoved  in,  room  was  given  for  the  rest  to 
move  about  in.  Several  puncheons  dashed  with 
great  violence  against  her  sides  and  started  the 
planks ; thus  rendering  our  situation  perilous  in  the 
extreme.  Every  exertion  in  our  power  was  made, 
every  contrivance  resorted  to,  in  order  to  replace 
and  secure  the  puncheons ; which,  wdth  great  diffi- 
culty, by  unremitting  assiduity,  we  effected,  though 
not  before  we  had  employed  almost  every  thing  upon 
deck,  even  the  hencoops. 
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The  condition  the  vessel  was  in,  with  heavy  seas 
washing  over  her,  prevented  our  opening  the  main 
hatch.  From  going  before  the  wind,  she  was  now 
thrown  on  a tack,  so  as  to  be  kept  on  a heel,  or  on 
her  side,  whereby  the  leak  was  kept  more  above 
water.  The  steerage  hatch  was  now  closed  down, 
and  every  place  upon  deck  secured  against  the 
powerful  inroads  of  the  sweeping  waves.  The  wind 
still  whistled,  as  it  impetuously  rushed  along  the 
turbulent  waves,  that  seemed  to  mix  with  lowering 
clouds,  and  storm  the  region  of  the  stars.  The 
storm  still  raged  with  unabated  fury,  and  the  top- 
gallant-yards were  lashed  to  the  railing  of  the  quar- 
ter-deck, to  prevent  their  being  washed  overboard. 
Pitchy  darkness  enveloped  us  on  all  sides.  Not  one 
solitary  stai*  broke  through  the  veil  drawn  over  the 
face  of  heaven’s  arched  canopy.  It  was  midnight, 
and  the  brig  was  brought  by  the  lee,  or  aback : my 
heart  now  failed  me.  She  was  for  some  time  quite 
under  water,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
that  w'e  could  maintain  our  feet,  or  prevent  ourselves 
being  washed  overboard,  though  on  the  quarter- 
deck. 

Mr.  Gargain,  the  mate,  an  experienced  seaman, 
seeing  a favourable  opportunity,  took  the  helm,  and 
with  matchless  skill  brought  her  to.  We  had  now 
been  without  refreshment  a very  considerable  time*; 
a Dutch  case  of  Flollands  being  in  the  steerage,  our 
captain  requested  us  to  embrace  the  earliest  oppor- 
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tiinity  to  obtain  a bottle.  Scarcely  had  the  captain’s 
wish  escaped  his  lips,  ere  three  or  four  of  the  crew 
removed  the  hatch ; and  as  I knew  to  an  inch  where 
the  Dutch  case  stood,  it  was  agreed  that  I should 
fetch  the  bottle  required.  No  sooner  said  than  done ; 
down  I went,  and  down  came  the  hatch  over  me ; 
however,  mole-like,  I found  my  way  in  the  dark, 
and  accomplished  the  object  of  my  mission ; but, 
when  in  the  act  of  handing  the  brittle  commodity  to 
those  who  had  the  management  of  the  hatch,  the 
vessel  shipping  a heavy  sea  knocked  down  all  the 
men.  Nor  did  I escape  its  overAvhelming  force ; for, 
rushing  into  the  hatchway,  with  the  violence  of  the 
most  stupendous  cataract,  it  laid  me  sprawling,  with 
the  loss  of  the  bottle  of  comfort,  which  was  dashed 
to  pieces. 

As  soon  as  my  fellow-sufferers  recovered  their  feet, 
they  hailed  me,  desiring  to  know  how  I came  on  ? 
laying  more  stress  on  the  loss  of  the  Geneva,  than 
on  the  shock  I had  received.  I briefly  mentioned 
being  stunned.  “ We  are  half-drowned  ourselves,” 
said  they ; misfortunes  seldom  come  alone ; don’t 
cry  for  spilled  milk,  but  hand  us  up  another  bottle.” 
The  bruise  I had  received  made  me  hobble  to  the 
case  of  Hollands ; the  hatch  was  again  laid  over ; 
I again  found  the  one  thing  desired,  and  was  just 
opening  the  case,  when  a heavy  sea  striking  the 
vessel  with  the  greatest  violence,  made  all  her  tim- 
bers crack,  and  threw  me  with  my  head  against  the 
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ceiling.  From  the  contusion  I received,  and  the 
noise  upon  deck,  I concluded  that  something  very 
serious  had  happened ; when  a stream  of  light,  by 
the  removal  of  the  hatch,  partially  illumined  the 
way,  by  which  I had  to  retrace  my  steps.  At  the 
same  time  a voice  called  out,  “ Now,  Billy,  where 
are  you,  my Jiearty  ?” — Here,”  said  I,  in  a feeble 
voice,  ‘‘  and  am  much  hurt.” — “ Never  mind  that,” 
said  three  or  four  voices,  it’s  nothing,  when  a man 
gets  used  to  it ; hand  us  up  a bottle.” — J ob's  com- 
forters,” muttered  I to  myself,  as  I returned  to  the 
Dutch  case,  whence  I took  a second  bottle,  and 
hastily  gave  it  to  the  well-drenched  expectants,  who, 
on  receiving  it  safe,  hoisted  me  up  by  my  hands, 
thereby  saving  the  time  which  it  would  have  taken 
to  have  returned  in  the  usual  way. 

With  the  dawn  of  day,  the  wind  began  to  abate 
its  force,  and  the  crew  of  the  Charlotte  to  use  theirs 
at  the  pump.  A good  glass  of  Hollands,  and  a 
heai'ty  welcome  from  our  captain,  banished  care 
from  every  breast,  gave  increased  vigour  to  our 
exertions,  and  enabled  us  to  bear  the  toil  with  the 
greatest  cheerfulness. 

Ere  the  sun  had  gained  meridian  altitude,  a sail 
hove  in  sight  a-head,  under  close  reefed  topsails, 
making  towards  us : we  soon  met ; she  proved  to 
be  the  Britannia,  of  London,  from  Charlestown, 
South  Carolina,  out  three  days ; and  her  captain,  as 
soon  as  he  learned  our  situation,  humanely  offered 
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US  two  of  liis  own  men  to  assist  us  in  working  our 
leaky  brig  to  Newfoundland.  Captain  Broadhurst 
acknowledged  the  proposed  favour,  in  the  most 
polite  manner,  to  the  British  captain;  declining, 
however,  to  accept  the  generous  offer ; declaring 
his  intention  of  bearing  away  for  Charlestown, 
where  he  could  give  his  vessel  the  necessary  re2)airs, 
before  he  proceeded  to  Newfoundland.  The  two 
cajitains  wished  each  other  a prosj^erous  voyage, 
and  I wished  myself  on  board  the  Britannia,  on 
my  jDassage  to  England,  as  big  drops  of  sweat 
ran  down  my  face,  while  I laboriously  worked  at 
the  pump.  We  were  now  under  reefed  topsails, 
main,  fore,  and  fore  staysails,  which  we  got  uj) 
soon  after  daylight. 

The  wind  was  now  hushed,  and  all  nature  seemed 
tranquil ; so  that  we  were  enabled  partially  to  repair 
the  leaky  side  of  the  Charlotte,  dainaged  by  the  rum 
puncheons  in  the  late  storm.  Never  was  contrast 
greater  than  that  observable  between  our  brig  and 
the  Britannia : this,  like  the  snowy  bird  consecrated 
to  Apollo,  urging  her  way  over  the  billowy  deep, 
in  the  most  majestic  manner ; that,  continually 
buried,  as  it  were,  in  the  undulating  element.  This 
might,  perhaps,  be  attributed  to  the  form  of  oiu- 
vessel;  having  been  a cutter,  but  considerably 
raised,  by  which  she  Avas  thrown  out  of  pi’oioortion, 
(IreAv  much  water,  and  was  very  short  in  the  keel. 
The  great  quantity  of  water  she  had  shipped  gave 
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US  active  employment  for  a considerable  time,  but 
we  ultimately  triumphed  over  it. 

We  had  now  rendered  her,  with  the  partial  repair, 
fit  to  prosecute  her  intended  voyage;  and  it  was 
the  opinion  of  all  on  board,  that  she  would  be  able 
to  make  Newfoundland  without  danger  or  difficulty. 
The  captain,  however,  determined  otherwise,  to  the 
manifest  chagrin  and  loss  of  those  who  had  adven- 
tures on  board,  he  being  resolved  to  put  into  Charles- 
town; where,  it  was  now  whispered  amongst  his 
crew,  he  had  a wife. 

On  the  fifth  day  after  speaking  the  Britannia,  we 
made  Charlestown,  were  immediately  accommodated 
with  a pilot,  proceeded  through  Rebellion  Roads, 
and  arrived  off  the  town  without  loss  of  time.  The 
day  following,  the  brig  was  moored  at  Mr.  Coch- 
rane’s wharf.  On  examination,  her  upper  works 
were  found  to  be  in  a bad  state ; and  her  cargo  im- 
mediately began  to  be  delivered,  and  deposited  in 
Mr.  Cochrane’s  warehouse.  When  she  was  dis- 
charged, a general  examination  of  her  took  place, 
and  for  some  time  we  expected  she  would  be  con- 
demned ; but  it  was  at  last  concluded  that,  with  a 
thorough  repair,  she  would  become  sea-worthy ; 
though  the  estimated  expense  of  that  repair 
amounted  to  £ 140  sterling,  which  seriously  affected 
Captain  Broadhurst,  as  the  profit  of  the  voyage 
would  scarcely  be  equal  to  the  expense  of  the  neces- 
sary repair.  But  repaired  she  must  be;  though. 
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doubtless,  had  the  good-natured  captain  foreseen 
the  cloud  that  was  ready  to  burst  on  his  devoted 
head,  he  would  have  steered  his  course  more  north- 
erly, and  made  Newfoundland,  though  the  planks 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Charlotte  had  been  started, 
even  without  the  proffered  assistance  of  auxiliar}^ 
hands. 

Preparatory  to  the  intended  repair,  she  was  got 
round  to  Mr.  James  George’s  ship  yard,  near  May  s 
wharf.  The  rigging  was  taken  down,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  the  mate,  myself,  and  my  compa- 
nion, Flagg,  all  hands  were  paid  off. 

Capt.  Broadhurst  had  now  to  lament  his  ill-timed 
visit  to  Charlestown,  and  the  extravagance  of  his 
wife,  who  resided  there ; she  having  contracted 
debts,  during  his  absence,  to  a serious  amount, 
for  which  he  was  arrested  and  imprisoned.  Not- 
withstanding the  disappointment  the  major  part  of 
the  crew  felt  in  his  injudicious  choice,  all  were  sorry 
to  hear  of  his  incarceration,  nor  were  there  wanting 
those  amongst  them,  who,  after  swearing  an  un- 
meaning oath,  wished  all  such  wives  in  a foundering 
vessel,  out  at  sea,  without  grog,  and  the  pumps 
choaked. 

Mr.  Gargain,  the  mate,  was  advanced  in  years, 
and,  as  I generally  made  market  for  the  ship’s  pro- 
visions, he  requested  me  to  inquire  for  a good 
washerwoman,  who  might  be  trusted.  An  aged 
black  woman,  who  kept  a number  of  females  to  get 
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up  linen,  was  recommended  to  me,  who,  attended 
by  her  husband  of  the  same  colour,  accompanied 
me  to  the  Charlotte,  to  receive  the  mate’s  linen,  of 
which  he  had  been  \'^ery  careful  during  the  vo3'^age. 
When  washed,  and  duly  prepared,  it  was  brought 
down  to  the  wharf,  by  the  washerwoman  and  a young 
girl,  in  a basket  made  of  rushes.  I immediately  got 
into  the  boat,  and  proceeded  to  the  wharf  to  fetch  it, 
and  to  learn  the  charge,  which  she  readily  acquainted 
me  with,  but  would  not  part  with  the  linen  till  she 
was  paid  for  her  trouble.  Every  artifice  failed  to 
work  upon  her ; after  many  scruples,  she  trusted 
herself  and  the  linen  in  the  boat  with  me ; we  soon 
came  alongside  of  the  brig,  on  which  stood  Mr. 
Gargain,  ready  to  receive  his  clothes,  but  stood  for 
some  time  in  vain,  the  old  lady  hesitating  to  hand 
them  up.  Her  suspicion  put  me  out  of  temper ; so 
seizing  the  basket,  I desired  her  to  hold  the  boat 
alongside,  till  I handed  it  and  its  contents  up  to  the 
mate,  who,  I assured  her,  would  pay  like  a gentle- 
man. A post  would  have  paid  as  much  attention  to 
my  request  as  she  did.  With  the  exception  of  her 
tongue,  that  was  remarkably  glib,  every  limb  about 
her  was  as  fixed  and  immoveable  as  a mummy. 
The  basket  was  large,  heavy,  and  pliant : raising  it 
as  high  as  my  head,  Mr.  Gargain  laid  hold  of  it,  and 
bade  me  let  go ; but  thinking  that,  from  its  weight 
and  suppleness,  he  could  not  hold  it,  I requestec* 
him  to  leave  it  in  my  possession : he,  disregarding 
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me,  still  held  fast  the  basket,  so  that  I had  no  aU 
ternative  lei’t,  but  either  to  renounce  it,  or  go  souse 
into  the  water ; as  the  boat  was  shearing  off  from 
the  side  of  the  vessel,  which  the  old  black  w'ashei- 
woman  witnessed  with  the  most  perfect  indifference. 
Preferring  the  former,  thereby  complying  'W'lth  the 
mate’s  command,  I trusted  it  to  his  management, 
wliich  he  mismanaged  w'ith  a witness.  His  charge 
was  heavy  ; the  rush-made  basket  bent  obliquely 
towards  the  water,  and  down  went  nearly  the  whole 
of  his  newly-washed  linen,  which  \vas  very  soon 
unstarched,  whilst  the  sturdier  stood  like  a black 
marble  statue,  unmoved.  Not  so  the  enraged  Mi. 
Cxargain;  he  stamped  and  swore  like  a madman, 
fathering  all  the  mischief  upon  me,  and  threatening 
to  make  an  example  of  such  a booby ; torgetting  that 
lie  had  ordered  me  to  let  go  my  hold.  Passion 
coined  new  epithets,  which  he  bestowed  on  the 
sullen  w'asherw'oman,  sw^earing  tliat  he  would  not 
pay  her  a farthing  for  washing,  as  I had  laid  the 
blame  on  her  for  not  holding  tlie  boat  to. 

Throwing  the  basket  into  the  boat,  lie  sternly  com- 
_ manded  me  to  put  her  ashore : the  order  I executed, 
and  immediately  returned,  fearing  to  encounter  his 
rage.  As  duty  required  me  on  the  deck,  thither  I 
must  go:  his  passion  was  rather  restrained,  but  not 
under  the  guidance  of  reason.  When  I assured  him 
that  I was  not  to  blame,  like  an  eagle  pouncing  on 
its  prey,  he  seized  me  wuth  both  his  hands,  shook 
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and  dragged  me  about  till  he  was  tired^  but  never 
once  struck  me.  At  length  he  acknowledged  him-, 
self  in  the  wrong,  in  not  letting  me  have  the  basket, 
and  allowing  me  time  to  make  the  boat  properly 
fast. 

Early  the  next  morning,  the  woman’s  husband 
waited  on  the  disappointed  mate,  to  receive  pay  for 
washing  for  him,  but  when  made  acquainted  with 
his  wife’s  obstinacy,  he  mildly  remarked  that  it  was 
an  unpleasant  affair,  that  he  was  sorry  for  what  had 
happened ; and  so  saying,  he  returned  ashore  with- 
out making  any  further  demand,  evidently  angry  at 
his  wife’s  unbecoming  conduct. 

Capt.  Broadliurst’s  affairs,  on  investigation,  prov- 
ing disordered,  part  of  the  cargo  was  sold  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  repairs.  Sic.  and  as  the  brig  was  not 
likely  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  to  Newfoundland, 
we  were  all  paid  off.  This  was  the  occasion  of  my 
being  doomed  to  suffer  another  disappointment ; for, 
wishing  to  “ make  hay  while  the  sun  shone,”  I 
bustled  about  in  search  of  a ship  for  England,  and 
soon  learned  that  the  Lively,  of  London,  would  sail 
in  a few  days.  This  was  just  what  I wanted,  if  the 
captain  wanted  a hand ; I immediately  went  on 
board,  inquired  for  and  had  an  interview  with  the 
captain,  who  said  he  had  got  his  complement  of 
men,  but  who,  after  many  inquiries,  kindly  offered 
me  a passage. 

Elated  with  the  offer,  and  anticipating  happiness 
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in  the  prospect  of  renouncing  a life  that  is  mucli 
pleasanter  in  idea,  than  in  the  enjoyment,  if  indeed 
the  extremes  of  hunger  and  thirst,  pai  ching  heats  and 
chilling  colds,  surrounded  with  danger  in  every  pos- 
sible shape  and  degree,  can  be  called  an  enjoyment. 
Assured  of  a passage,  with  a light  heart  I left  the 
Lively,  and  repaired  to  my  lodgings,  whistling  all 
the  way  I went.  Anxious  to  visit  my  native  land, 
and  gain  a liberal  profession,  of  which  I had  the 
prospect  before  I left  home,  and  unappreciated  hap- 
piness, I soon  had  my  trunk  conveyed  to  the  market 
wharf,  near  to  which  lay  the  Lively,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  get  it  on  board,  when  the  Captain,  hastily 
coming  up  to  me,  informed  me  that  he  had  changed 
his  mind,  and  that  I could  not  go  with  him.”  He 
then  wheeled  off,  with  as  much  indifterence  as  little 
souls  often  manifest  in  unworthy  actions. 

Indignation  gave  an  unusual  glow  to  my  cheeks, 
and  disappointment  produced  such  a change  in  the 
lineaments  of  my  face,  that  a person  standing  by,  m 
sympatliy’s  sweetest  tone,  asked  “ What  Avas  the 
matter  with  me  ?”  On  explaining  to  him  the  cause  of 
the  sudden  alteration  that,  he  said,  he  had  observed 
in  me,  he  bestowed  on  the  captain  the  mild  epithet 
of  Shabby  felloAV  !”  and  continued— “ Keep  up 
your  spirits,  my  lad ; I have  it  in  my  power  t<» 
befriend  you  !”  So  had  Mr.  Deacon,  of  Liverpool, 
thought  I,  as  he  finished  the  sentence.  “ If  I judge 
rightly,  from  your  dialect,”  continued  he,  you  are 
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from  Yorkshire.”  “ I am,  Sir,”  said  I,  “ at  your 
service,  and  might  have  been  happy  and  respected, 

if” “ Every  man  has  his  fault,”  said  he.  “ I 

too  am  originally  from  Burlington,  in  the  same  county, 
and  am  bound  for  England  in  a short  time.”  So  say- 
ing, he  invited  me  on  board  the  Neptune,  an  Ameri- 
can brig,  lying  near  the  Lively,  where,  at  his  request, 
I related  to  him  the  vicissitudes  I had  experienced 
since  I left  home.  In  conversing  further  with  him, 
I learned  that  his  name  was  Thomas  Coates,  and  that 
he  had  married  a sister-in-law  to  a gentleman  of  the 
name  of  James  George,  of  Charlestown,  ship-builder. 

Though  the  disappointment  recently  felt  was  poig- 
nant, ^et  it  was  transient,  and  Avas  superseded  by 
pleasurable  sensations,  arisingfrom  the  civility  shown 
me  by  Captain  Coates,  who  not  only  gave  me  free 
access  to  the  cabin,  but,  to  my  astonishment,  put  me 
in  possession  of  a large  bunch  of  keys,  saying,  as  he 
delivered  them,  You  have  my  approbation  to  use 
any  thing  on  board,  so  as  to  render  your  time  more 
pleasant:  these  will  empower  you  to  indulge  in 
plenty,  if  not  in  variety.”  I thanked  him  in  a blunt 
Yorkshire  way,  and  fancied  myself  happy,  which  is, 
to  a certain  degree,  to  be  so. 

At  this  time,  he  had  neither  engaged  hands  nor 
procured  a cargo ; but  did  not  remain  long  without 
the  former,  amongst  whom  was  a Mr.  Slingsby 
Simpson,  engaged  as  a mate,  who  had,  during  the 
American  war,  served  in  the  Royal  Navy. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Sail  from  Charlestown — Take  in  BaUast  at  Sullivan  Island— 
Arrive  at  St.  Catherine’s,  Georgia — Benevolence  of  Mr. 
M’Quin— Sail  up  the  River  to  Darien— Dangerous  Passage 
back— Boat’s  Crew  almost  perish  of  Hunger  and  Thirst- 
Relieved  by  a Negro — After  many  difficulties,  arrive  at  the 

Brig Disappointed  on  discovering  tliat  she  was  bound  for 

the  West  Indies  instead  of  England. 

On  leaving  Charlestown,  we  directed  our  course 
to  Sullivan  Island,  to  take  in  sand  ballast,  being 
bound  for  Georgia,  to  receive  a cargo  of  ship-timber, 
spars,  turpentine,  &rc.  In  a day  or  two  we  accom- 
plished our  task : the  Neptune  being  aground  at  low 
water  very  much  expedited  the  business,  and  enabled 
us  the  sooner  to  get  under  way.  Notwithstanding 
we  took  the  advantage  of  high  water  to  get  under 
way,  we  had  not  sailed  longer  than  two  minutes, 
before  the  vessel  grounded  on  a sand  bank.  Every 
effort  to  get  her  off  proved  unavailing,  owing  to  the 
tide,  at  this  time,  ebbing  fast.  Captain  Sedgefield 
Dale,  owner  of  the  Neptune,  being  then  in  Charles- 
town, came  on  boai-d,  accompanied  by  Mr.  James 
George  and  others,  to  knoAv  the  cause  of  her  being 
aground,  and  to  assist  in  getting  her  off.  Then- 
greatest  exertions,  however,  proving  ineffectual,  they 
soon  returned  ashore,  in  order  to  procure  more 
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strength,  but  all  to  no  purpose ; for,  during  the 
short  interval  of  their  absence,  most  of  the  crew 
deserted  the  ship,  retiring  to  Sullivan  Island.  As 
soon  as  the  Neptune  was  considered  out  of  danger, 
(she  being  nearly  dry,  and  the  weather  remarkably 
fine)  Mr.  Simpson  took  me  Avith  him  to  Sullivan 
Island,  in  order  to  prevent  our  people’s  escape 
therefrom  to  Charlestown.  We  had  nothing  more 
to  do  than  to  desire  the  fishermen  neither  to  afford 
them  support  nor  convey  them  away,  and  to  make 
the  same  request  to  a person  living  on  the  Island, 
who  was  styled  Govei-nor,  and  who,  Avith  his  family, 
Avas  the  only  resident  inhabitant. 

These  persons  strictly  attended  to  our  request, 
which  compelled  the  fugitives  to  return  from  their 
retreat,  the  ruins  of  Sullivan  Fort;  for  not  being 
able  to  procure  provisions,  or  provide  the  means  of 
escape,  they  were  soon  willing  to  exchange  laziness 
for  labour,  and  hunger  for  the  plentiful,  though 
unvaried  provisions  of  the  ship's  allowance.  As 
they  knew  that  the  captain  went  ashore  after  their 
desertion,  they  came  alongside  of  the  Neptune,  ex- 
pressed regret  for  having  acted  so  improperly,  and 
implored  Mr.  Simpson  to  allow  them  to  come  on 
board,  and  assist  in  throwing  out  the  ballast,  which 
Captain  Coates  had  thought  advisable.  The  mate 
said  they  might  come  on  board,  but  he  could  not 
answer  for  their  staying  there,  as  the  captain  in- 
tended bringing  a number  of  hands  with  him,  Avho, 
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lie  hoped,  might  be  trusted  in  the  hour  of  difficulty 
and  danger.  The  last  observation  struck  home  j the 
men  appeared  ashamed,  spoke  not  another  word, 
but,  mounting  the  sides  of  the  vessel,  came  on  board, 
and  fell  to  work,  assisting  to  heave  out  the  ballast. 
As  soon  as  the  flood-tide  had  got  tolerably  well  up, 
a stiff  breeze  blowing  from  the  Island,  we  hoisted 
topsails,  and  soon  perceived  the  brig  rock  a little. 
We  now  desisted  from  throwing  out  the  ballast,  and, 
some  time  before  high  water,  had  the  satisfaction  to 
find  her  floating. 

At  this  moment  two  boats  came  in  sight,  and  soon 
worked  up  to  the  Neptune : they  contained  our  cap- 
tain and  a number  of  men,  whom  he  had  engaged 
as  assistants ; but  their  assistance  was  not  wanted, 
as  all  was  now  right  again.  From  amongst  the 
fishermen,  however,  a Dutchman,  who  had  assisted 
us,  was  engaged ; and  he  took  the  birth  of  one  of 
those  who  absconded,  he  being  dismissed  and  sent 
ashore  with  the  supernumeraries.  The  exchange 
proved  an  acquisition  to  the  ship,  as  Dutch  John 
soon  gave  proofs  of  being  an  excellent  seaman, 
phlegmatic  and  persevering.  With  our  captain 
came  also  Captain  Dale,  accompanied  by  a Miss 
King,  and  attended  by  a black  servant-man. 

We  soon  got  under  way,  our  remaining  ballast 
proving  sufficient;  and,  favoured  Avith  as  fine  wea- 
ther as  we  could  desire,  set  sail  for  Georgia,  and 
made  St.  Catharine’s  on  the  fourth  day.  No  pilot 
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coming  out^  Captain  Dale,  who  had  been  there  be- 
fore, took  upon  himself  the  cliarge  of  the  Neptune. 
Under  his  guidance  we  passed  the  sound,  sailed 
smoothly  on,  and  came  to  anchor  off  Sapilo  Island, 
which  is  pleasantly  situated,  and  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  M’Quin,  with  whom  Captain  Dale  was  inti- 
mately acquainted. 

No  sooner  was  our  arrival  knowm,  than  that  gentle- 
man came  on  board,  spent  some  tune  in  company 
with  his  acquaintance ; and,  before  he  returned  to 
his  well-built  house,  invited  the  whole  crew  to  pay 
a visit  to  his  culinary  and  other  gardens,  assuring 
us  that  we  were  welcome  to  whatever  they  produced. 
We  thanked  him  heartily  and  sincerely,  though 
bluntly,  wishing  long  life  and  uninterrupted  happi- 
ness to  a man  of  so  much  benevolence.  Accepting 
the  invitation,  and  improving  it  to  our  advantage, 
abundance  of  water-melons,  musk-melons,  cucum- 
bers, pompions  of  giant-growth,  and  a great  variety 
of  delicious  fruits,  nutritious  roots,  and  invigorating 
vegetables,  daily  suffered  transportation  from  the 
generous  inviter’s  estates,  to  the  Neptune ; affording 
not  only  a most  agreeable  change  of  viands,  but  a 
sumptuous  and  salutary  one  also. 

Mr.  M’Quin  had  a considerable  number  of  slaves, 
who  were  more  so  in  name  than  in  reality.  No  cruel 
task-master  was  he,  exacting  from  them  labour,  in 
quantity  or  kind,  such  as  nature  shudders  to  contem- 
plate. No  instruments  of  torture  goaded  them  to 
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exertions  beyond  their  powers':  the  infliction  of 
pain,  as  a punishment,  was  unknown  amongst  them. 
Songs  of  cheerfulness  resounded  through  his  exten- 
sive fields  and  plantations,  bespeaking  the  negroes 
happy  in  their  employments,  of  cultivating  the  land, 
felling  or  sawing  down  trees,  &c.  Every  attention 
was  paid  to  their  comfort,  and  tlieir  labour  did  not 
equal  that  of  an  English  peasant,  whilst  they  seemed 
to  enjoy  themselves  in  a superior  manner.  Happy 
servants  of  such  a master  ! Blessed  guardian  of  such 
dependants ! As  war  at  this  time  existed  between 
the  Cherokee  and  Creek  Indians  and  the  Americans, 
an  attack  was  expected  from  the  former,  to  guard 
against  which  Mr.  M’Quin  had  most  of  his  male 
slaves  taught  the  use  of  fire  arms ; being  able  to 
furnish  seventy  of  them  with  muskets,  all  in  excel- 
lent condition,  and  employing  an  armourer,  of  the 
name  of  Lefebre,  and  an  assistant,  whose  labours  not 
only  kept  the  muskets  fit  for  service,  but  also  in- 
creased their  number.  Dreadful,  indeed,  would  have 
been  the  carnage,  if  temerity  had  ever  prompted  a 
hostile  visit  to  the  well-protected  property  of  this 
humane  man:  happy  in  his  service,  his  negroes 
would  have  rushed  to  tlie  spot  of  danger,  with  an 
enthusiasm  commensurate  to  the  advantages  they 
enjoyed,  and  would  have  suffered  the  loss  of  life  itselt 

to  protect  their  kind  master. 

The  timber,  &c.  furnished  by  Mr.  M’Quin  was 
put  on  board  by  his  contented  negroes,  thereby 
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enabling  a pcarty  of  oiif  hands  to  form  rafts,  in  dif- 
ferent parts,  higher  vip  the  river,  chiefly  at  George 
and  Sandy  Bailey’s,  of  Black  Island,  and  Manson 
and  M’Cleod’s,  of  Darien.  Along  with  Dutch  John, 
and  a negro  who  was  appointed  pilot  of  our  boat, 
I was  sent  to  Mr.  Manson’s,  with  a package  for 
Captain  Dale,  who,  accompanied  by  his  fair  compa- 
nion, had  left  Mr.  M'Quin’s  a day  or  two  before,  to 
go  by  land,  taking  with  him  two  of  the  ship’s  com- 
pany. It  was  evening  when  we  left  the  Neptune ; 
having  the  advantage  of  a sail,  a fine  breeze  urged 
us  on  towards  Darien ; but,  soon  dying  away,  and 
the  ebb-tide  setting  in,  we  cast  anchor.  As  it  w^as 
now  midnight,  and  we  were  unable  to  proceed,  we 
fell  asleep. 

Daylight  discovered  to  ns  that  our  black  pilot  had 
missed  stays,  and  got  out  of  the  regular  course : he 
assured  us,  however,  that  he  could  take  us  through 
the  Narrows,  if  we  coidd  make  them  before  high 
watei*.  Great  exertion  alone  could  enable  us  to 
arrive  there  sufficiently  soon  to  effect  so  desirable  an 
object : that  exertion  was  made,  and  we  got  into  the 
Narrows  in  time  enough  for  our  purpose.  The 
Narrows  run  between  Black  Island  and  a sw^amp ; 
in  working  through  which,  something  with  a head 
nearly  as  large  as  a horse,  but  with  its  body  con- 
cealed, kept  pace  with  us  a-head  of  the  boat.  The 
black  seized  a boat-hook,  desiring  me  to  take  an 
oar ; quickly  complying,  I turned  to  the  bows  of 
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tlie  boat,  and  our  pilot  made  a sudden  stroke  at  it, 
when  it  immediately  disappeared,  bespattering  us, 
and  half  filling  the  boat  with  mud  and  water.  The 
negro,  to  a question  I asked  him,  replied,  “ Why, 
Massa,  it  no  more  dan  alligator.”  Enough  too, 
thought  I,  from  the  frightful  stories  I had  heard 
related  of  them  before  I left  school.  He  smiled  at 
the  fear  I evinced.  Before  we  passed  the  Narrows, 
another  of  these  amphibious  creatures  afforded  us  a 
better  opportunity  of  surveying  it,  as  it  drifted  along 
on  a quantity  of  reeds.  With  earnest  curiosity  I 
gazed  on  the  mail-covered  animal,  and  expressed  a 
desire  tb  capture  it,  its  length  not  exceeding  three 
feet.  The  black  drew  its  attention  towards  the  boat, 
as  he  uttered  a loud  and  hearty  laugh,  observing, 

“ Massa,  de  big  alligator  make  you  die  wi  fear,  an 
now  you  wante  little  one  for  a playting !”  After 
laughing  immoderately,  he  assured  us  that  if  I was 
in  want  of  a companion  ot  that  sort,  I might  accom- 
modate myself  with  one,  just  liberated  from  the  egg, 
or  one  as  large  as  a tree,  as  we  should  see  shoals  of 
them,  if  we  w^ent  up  the  rivers.  There  they  assem- 
ble in  vast  nuiubers,  in  search  of  fish,  with  which 
the  rivers  abound,  and  which  the  black  said  were 
the  only  things  that  he  had  ever  seen  them  attack. 
Subsequent  observations,  which  I had  numberless 
opportunities  of  making,  corroborated  his  assertion. 

We  Avorked  through  the  Narrows,  and  proceeded 
up  a creek  betAveen  Black  Island  and  the  Main ; on 
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whichj  at  the  mouth  of  the  above  creek,  Darien  is 
situated.  Captain  Dale  and  his  retinue  had  arrived 
before  us : he  had  engaged  a lighter,  for  the  purpose 
of  conveying  staves  and  shingles  to  the  Neptune ; it 
had  been  laden  and  brought  down  the  river  to  the 
above  place,  by  some  of  Messrs.  Bailey’s  negroes, 
and  was  to  be  taken  forward  by  Dutch  John,  James 
Wilson  (one  of  the  sailors  that  went  along  with  Capt. 
Dale,  and  appointed  to  assist  in  the  lighter,  instead 
of  the  black  who  accompanied  us)  and  myself.  At 
Mr.  Manson’s  we  received  some  rock-fish,  ready 
cooked,  a few  biscuits,  and  half  a bottle  of  rum, 
which  were  intended  to  serve  us  till  we  should  get 
to  the  brig. 

We  set  off  at  the  turn  of  the  tide,  and  in  the 
evening  found  ourselves  near  to  a broad  sheet  of 
water,  where  another  river  emptied  itself ; I believe 
it  was  Dauboy  Sound.  We  were  now  sailing  in  a 
different  course  to  the  one  we  pursued  in  making 
Dai-ien,  and  ought  to  have  come  to  anchor  till  the 
ensuing  flood,  instead  of  which  we  were  driven 
towards  the  mouth  of  the  Sound.  The  wind  was 
blowing  pretty  fresh  from  the  sea,  producing  a 
swell  too  heavy  for  the  lighter,  which  began  to  ship 
water  so  fast  as  to  overpower  us.  The  staves  and 
shingles,  piled  on  each  other  to  a considerable  height, 
began  to  float  off;  she  was  quite  under  water,  and 
we  were  all  three  immersed  up  to  the  middle.  We 
had  a mast,  and  a small  square  sail  that  acted  as  a 
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check  upon  her,  and  enabled  us,  though  with  great 
difficulty,  to  keep  our  hold,  no  other  part  of  the 
lighter,  or  even  of  the  cargo,  being  visible.  We 
lashed  our  oars  and  boat-hook  longitudinally  in  the 
vessel,  to  prevent  them  being  drifted  away.  One 
end  of  the  oars  was  lashed  to  the  mast,  with  the  hal- 
liai'ds  or  ropes  belonging  to  the  sail ; the  other  ends 
we  fastened  to  a ring-bolt.  The  wind,  acting  on 
the  sail,  drove  us  into  shallow  water,  and  we  soon 
grounded.  The  tide  being  nearly  out,  and  the  water 
continuing  to  subside,  w'e  were  enabled  to  remove 
some  boards,  forming  part  of  the  bottom  of  the 
lighter,  which,  by  being  placed  across  the  oars,  kept 
us  a little  more  out  of  the  water,  though  we  were 
continually  exposed  to  and  covered  wdth  the  dashing 
spray. 

With  the  returning  tide  the  wind  got  up,  blew  in 
our  teeth,  and  prevented  us  getting  the  lighter  off, 
each  swell  drifting  her  further  from  the  sea,  which 
was  now  running  high,  occasionally  displacing  our 
temporary  platform,  and  nearly  sweeping  us  there- 
from. When  the  tide  ebbed,  we  were  left  on  a salt 
marsh,  situated  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  Sound ; 
its  appearance  bore  a striking  resemblance  to  a corn- 
field, before  the  ears  of  corn  are  shot.  F ree  from  the 
action  of  the  waves,  we  collected  together  as  much 
of  tlie  cargo  as  had  drifted  on  the  marsh,  amongst 
which  was  our  keg : wx  all  three  hailed  it  as  our 
common  friend,  expecting  it  to  contain  fresh  water. 
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but,  on  examining  it,  we  were  doomed  to  suffer  great 
mortification,  the  bung  being  out,  and  the  keg  partly 
filled  with  sea  water.  Our  small  stock  of  provisions 
was  entirely  spoiled ; so  that,  not  knowing  when  we 
should  reach  the  ship,  or  whence  succour  was  to 
come  to  us,  the  prospect  was  dreary.  Confiding, 
liowever,  in  tlrat  Being  whose  mandate  spoke  the 
universe  into  existence,  and  can  calm  the  turbulence 
of  the  raging  ocean,  with  unwearied  patience  and 
great  exertions,  we,  the  following  flood,  got  the 
lighter  nearer  to  the  sandy  beach ; but  found  some 
difficulty  in  keeping  it  clear  of  water,  which  we  were 
under  the  necessity  of  lading  out  with  our  hats,  the 
boat  having  become  very  leaky,  from  the  violence 
of  the  waves  dashing  against  her. 

VVe  bore  up  against  hunger,  from  Tuesday  evening 
till  the  Saturday  night  following,  without  repining, 
though  not  without  inconvenience;  but  suffered 
much  more  from  an  almost  insupportable  thirst, 
which  not  only  depressed  our  spirits,  but  weakened 
our  bodily  powers.  We  all  tliree  became  faint; 
Dutch  Jolm  extremely  so,  perhaps  occasioned  by 
chewing  tobacco,  inducing  a parchedness  of  mouth, 
under  which  he  suffered  the  greatest  torture  with 
extraordinary  fortitude ; a devout  wish  for  dehver- 
ance  being  the  only  murmur  that  escaped  his  lips, 
uttered  in  a voice  sensibly  affected  and  almost  m- 
audible.  James  Wilson  was  little  better  than  the 
Dutcliman,  in  point  of  weakness;  and  equally 
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resigned  under  his  sufferings.  It  was  not  the  effect 
of  stoical  apathy,  nor  was  it  a deficiency  of  suscepti- 
bility ; for  though  sailors  are  generally  rude  and 
blunt  in  their  manners,  there  are  not  wanting 
amongst  them  men  of  the  finest  feelings  and  great- 
est sensibility,  when  placed  in  situations  favourable 
to  their  display.  It  was  the  fortitude  of  a soul  con- 
fiding in  a superintending  Providence,  of  which  • 
power  few  men  have  a firmer  belief  than  mariners, 
nor  have  any  more  occasion  for  such  a consolatory 
tiTist.  I suffered  less  than  either  of  my  messmates, 
or  was  better  able  to  bear  hardships.  From  a small 
shell  picked  up  from  the  beach,  I derived  great  ser- 
vice ; its  action  in  my  mouth,  wherein  at  intervals  I 
rolled  it  about,  producing  a little  moistvu-e,  whose 
refreshing  power  I now  learned  to  appreciate.  What 
greatly  tended  to  increase  our  debility  was,  the 
drinking  of  some  rain  water  that  we  joyously  caught 
in  the  sail  of  the  lighter,  held  for  that  purpose : the. 
canvass  being  saturated  with  saline  matter,  imparted 
it  to  the  rain  water  in  such  strength,  as  to  render  it 
little  more  palatable  than  water  from  the  sea,  operat- 
ing on  us  as  a most  di-astic  purge,  and  nearly  finish- 
ing the  other  two.  It  was  blowing  a stiff  gale  when 
Ave  left  the  marsh  grass : we  were  weak,  perspired 
profusely,  and  with  great  difficulty  kept  the  vessel 
in  tlie  tideway,  clear  of  the  sides  of  the  river. 

When  we  left  our  unpleasant  situation,  it  was  our 
intention  to  return  to  Darien,  not  knowing  of  any 
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other  place  near.  Night  once  more  returned ; we 
were  still  without  meat  and  drink,  and  nearly  ex- 
hausted ; however,  at  nearly  high  water  we  per- 
ceived a thicket,  approaching  which  the  Dutchman 
found  a landing-place,  where  all  three  disembarked, 
after  many  struggles ; for,  although  it  was  not  difR- 
cult  of  access,  my  two  companions  were  so  much 
weakened  that  they  could  scarcely  stand.  Hope, 
however,  shed  its  cheering  influence  over  our  minds, 
animating  us  to  perseverance  in  the  search  of  an 
asylum.  Previous  to  leaving  the  lighter,  after  fasten- 
ing it  by  a rope  to  a tree,  we  let  go  om*  anchor  in 
deep  water,  and  hauled  her  close  up  to  the  landing- 
place,  by  means  of  the  rope. 

Plaving  landed,  we  for  the  first  time  disagreed  as 
to  the  measures  to  be  adopted.  Dutch  John  and 
James  Wilson,  taking  the  empty  keg,  proposed  that 
I should  remain  in  the  vessel,  in  order  to  keep  it 
clear  of  water.  Not  knowing  whither  they  might 
be  induced  to  go,  or  when  return,  I strenuously  op- 
posed what  to  me  appeared  an  unreasonable  request. 
They  explained,  but  all  in  vain ; I would  not  con- 
sent to  remain  alone,  but  accompanied  them,  soon 
entering  the  wood  or  thicket.  We  all  three  carried 
the  keg  by  turns,  for  though  but  small  and  empty, 
it  appeared  heavy,  in  consequence  of  our  weakness. 
The  wood  was  close,  the  night  dark,  and  our  pro- 
gress, in  consequence,  slow  and  difficult ; meeting 
with  many  impediments  that  day-light  would  have 
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pointed  out  to  us,  and  enabled  us  to  avoid.  Alter 
vrandering  through  a labyrinth  of  trees,  though  con- 
stantly keeping  in  the  beaten  ti-ack  we  first  entered, 
frequently  stooping  do-wm  to  assure  ourselves  that 
we  were  still  therein,  we  perceived  a glimpse  of 
light,  and  instantly  directed  our  steps  towards  it, 
conceiving  it  to  be  open  ground,  and  hoping  it 
would  lead  us  to  an  asylum.  But,  to  our  infinite 
mortification,  we  found  ourselves  on  the  confines  of 
the  wood,  at  the  very  spot  where  the  lighter  was 
fastened  to  the  tree.  Examining  the  cause  of  our 
mistake,  we  found  that  two  footpaths  led  different 
ways  from  the  landing-place,  but  that  intersecting 
each  other,  we  had  got  out  of  the  right  patli,  and 
retraced  our  steps. 

Turning  our  backs  again  on  the  river,  and  pene- 
trating the  gloomy  recesses  of  the  wood,  often 
stumbling  over  clumps  of  trees,  or  getting  entangled 
amongst  brush  and  underwood,  we  arrived  at  a piece 
of  land,  in  a state  of  cultivation,  from  which  we  con- 
cluded that  we  were  not  far  distant  from  the  habita- 
tion of  man.  A reflection  truly  consolatory  ! My 
strength  had  failed  greatly  within  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  having  materially  hurt  myself  by  a 
fall,  I began  to  wish  I had  stayed  in  the  vessel.  My 
companions  assisted  me  up,  and  we  proceeded  slowly, 
and  more  cautiously,  on  our  unknown  route.  At 
length,  after  many  a clumsy  fall,  and  suffering  also 
from  the  boughs  of  trees,  which  frequently  lashed 
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our  faceSj  in  recovering  their  natural  positions  after 
being  pushed  aside,  we  were  agreeably  surprised  by 
the  smell  of  burning  wood,  and  soon  saw  a very  fine 
white  smoke,  gently  ascending  amongst  the  dark 
foliage  of  the  trees.  Never  did  the  voluptuous  epi- 
cure view  w ith  half  as  much  pleasure  tlie  diversified 
productions  of  the  most  sumptuous  festive  board, 
as  we  the  circling  smoke  emitted  from  the  hum- 
ble hut  of  a negro,  situated  at  the  extremity  of  the 
plot  of  cultivated  land. 

We  rapped  at  the  door  gently,  for  fear  of  alarming 
the  inmates;  but,  notwithstanding  our  precaution, 
they  w^ere  terrified,  not  bemg  accustomed  to  noctur- 
nal visitants.  “ Hoo  dare  ?”  asked  a voice  within, 
as  we  rapt  a second  time,  much  louder  than  the 
first.  Intending  to  excite  commiseration,  we  began 
to  narrate  our  sufferings,  which  must  have  seemed 
unconnected,  from  his  frequent  interruptions,  desir- 
ing us  to  leave  them  to  enjoy  the  repose  that  nature 
required,  to  fit  them  for  the  toil  of  another  day. 
We  were  all  talkers ; he  desiring  us  to  go  about  our 
business,  we  striving  to  awaken  sympathy ; instead 
of  which,  we,  for  a long  time,  only  awoke  suspicion 
by  our  untimely  visit,  and  disturbed  his  wife  and 
two  children  by  our  noise.  Had  we  sailed  in  any 
other  employ,  we  perhaps  might  have  talked  till 
daylight,  without  removing  his  scruples  or  exciting 
pity.  But  when  he  heard  that  we  belonged  to  the 
Neptune,  and  that  Captain  Dale  had  sailed  with  us 
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from  Charlestown,  and  was  then  at  Darien,  he  said 
he  knew  Captain  Dale,  and  that  he  was  going  to 
feed  some  pigs  for  him,  for  the  use  of  the  ship.  The 
door  was  immediately  opened,  and  he  invited  us  in  : 
his  wife  and  two  children,  whom  we  had  disturbed, 
arose,  and  bade  us  good  cheer. 

She  soon  set  about  preparing  for  us  some  hommony, 
which  is  Indian  corn,  grossly  ground,  and  boiled  to 
a stiff  consistence ; when  sufficiently  boiled,  it  was 
poured  into  a calabash,  covered  with  molasses,  and 
set  before  us  in  a simple  but  frank  manner.  She 
entreated  us  to  partake  freely ; at  the  same  time,  in 
a short  grace,  imploring  the  benediction  of  heaven 
upon  it.  A second  invitation  was  unnecessary  to 
men,  who  had  nothing  on  their  stomachs  except 
water,  of  which  I had  drunk  from  three  to  four 
pints,  during  the  time  that  the  friendly  hostess  was 
preparing  the  homony : my  two  companions  drank 
a most  immoderate  quantity. 

Charles,  the  black,  in  whose  hut  we  were  now 
going  to  enjoy  a large  calabash  of  homony,  left  us 
for  a short  time ; he,  kind  soul,  wishing  to  make  us 
more  comfortable  than  the  extent  of  his  resources 
would  allow,  ran  to  another  hut,  the  only  one  besides 
his  own  on  the  Island.  The  object  of  his  visit  was, 
to  procure  for  us  something  better  than  he  himself 
could  set  before  us,  as  he  expressed  it ; though  few 
things,  if  any,  could  agree  better  with  the  stomach, 
after  five  days’  fasting,  than  the  nourishing  dish 
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prepared  for  us  by  the  mother  of  the  two  chubby- 
faced  children,  who  innocently  laughed,  as  they 
gazed  with  astonishment  on  the  three  Bochrah  men, 
who  had  disturbed  them  in  their  sleep.  We  gulped 
the  hommony  down  with  the  gi-eatest  eagerness ; and 
as  Dutch  John,  in  attempting  to  keep  pace  with  me, 
burnt  his  tongue  and  palate,  the  contortions  of  his 
masculine  features  tickled  their  juvenile  fancies,  and 
amused  them  wonderfully.  If  ever  attention  was 
paid  to  the  proverb,  “ Let  your  meat  stop  your 
mouth,”  it  was  during  the  time  that  we  were  empty- 
ing the  calabash  of  hommony,  in  the  hut  of  the  hospi- 
table black  family,  which  we  afterwards  found  was 
in  Hird’s  Island,  the  property  of  George  and  Sandy 
Bailey,  of  Black  Island ; for,  although  our  commu- 
.•  nicative  hostess  informed  us  that  thei  e was  only 
another  family  on  the  Island,  told  us  the  name 
thereof,  as  just  noticed,  together  with  the  names  of 
the  gentlemen  in  whose  possession  the  Island  w'as, 
and  also  that  her  husband  and  the  other  black  man 
were  stationed  thereon,  to  take  care  of  the  stock, 
hot  a syllable  was  uttered  by  any  of  us,  except  the 
yaw  of  the  Dutchman,  in  answer  to  our  benefactress, 
who  very  feelingly  inquired  if  he  had  scalded  him- 
self, as  he  shook  his  head,  under  pain,  from  the  boil- 
ing hommony. 

Before  w e had  finished  our  gi-ateful  repast,  Charles, 
and  the  man  to  whose  house  he  had  been,  returned, 
bringing  with  them  a quantity  of  flour,  made  from 
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Indian  corn,  desiring  Charles’s  wife  to  make  it  into 
cakes.  Both  the  men  were  advanced  in  years,  and 
both  expressed  regret  at  not  having  it  in  their  power 
to  make  us  more  comfortable ; lamenting  that  their 
stock  of  racoon  bacon  was  exhausted,  to  which,  they 
assured  us,  we  should  have  been  as  welcome  as  their 
own  families.  It  is  a luxury  with  the  negroes,  and 
is  made  by  smoke-drying  the  flesh  of  the  racoon, 
after  its  thickly-furred  skin  is  taken  off,  which  is 
sold  to  the  store-keepers.  I never  tasted  any  of  this 
sort  of  bacon,  though  I have  heard  it  extolled,  and 
have  frequently  eaten  of  the  animal,  w^hen  boiled  like 
a rabbit,  and  found  it  no  contemptible  dish.  The 
racoon  resembles  a badger,  has  a tail  like  a fox,  and 
is  clothed  with  fur ; is  particularly  fond  of  oysters, 
on  which  it  feeds  at  or  near  the  time  of  low  w'ater. 
Great  numbers  of  them  are  taken  by  negroes,  by  the 
following  simple  stratagem : — ^When  it  is  low  water 
in  the  night  time,  tw^o  negroes  repair  to  the  oyster 
beds ; one  of  them  carries  a frying  pan,  containing 
a fire,  with  a quantity  of  w'ood  that  will  blaze,  or 
burn  well,  to  keep  up  the  fire ; the  other  is  armed 
w’ith  a small  but  heavy  club.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  wildest  and  fiercest  animals  have  a dread  of  the 
pain-inflicting  element,  convinced  of  which,  he  with 
the  frying  pan  marches  slowly  towards  where  the 
racoons  are  feeding,  who  instantly  fix  an  attentive 
gaze  on  the  blazing  wood;  thereby  enabling  his 
companion  to  approach  close  up  to  the  astonished 
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animal,  in  its  real’,  and,  during  the  paroxysm  of  fear, 
with  his  weighty  club,  to  despatch  him. 

When  we  had  finished  the  hommony,  and  thanked 
the  two  men  for  their  goodwill  in  wishing  they  had 
something  better  to  give  us,  we  all  three  laid  down 
on  some  planks  to  rest  om*  weary  limbs.  While  we 
slept,  the  good  black  woman  was  busied  in  making 
cakes,  which  she  baked  on  a hoe,  for  want  of  a bake- 
stone ; from  which  circumstance  they  are  called  hoe- 
cakes,  being  very  commonly  baked  thus  amongst  the 
negroes.  W^ith  full  stomachs  and  grateful  minds, 
we  arose  from  the  planks,  as  the  first  rays  of  return- 
ing light  gleamed  across  the  mud  floor  of  the  bene- 
volent Charles,  whose  equally  generous  wife  pro- 
posed, that  whenever  we  wished  to  depart,  he  should 
set  us  on  our  w^ay,  and  assist  us  to  carry  our  keg  to 
his  spring,  as  she  called  it,  where  we  should  get  a 
quantity  of  fresh  water.  Undissembled  gratitude 
w’as  the  only  return  we  could  make  to  these  worthy 
people,  which  was  feelingly  tendered  them,  and  as 
feelingly  accepted. 

We  had  not  yet  received  the  extent  of  their  in- 
tended favours ; that  pleasure  was  most  judiciously 
reserved  for  then*  two  children  to  confer,  thereby 
teaching  them  practical  beneficence.  And  it  was  a 
most  gi’atifying  sight,  to  see  the  good  housewife 
place  a large  hoe-cake  under  the  arms  of  her  smiling 
offspring,  leading  them  by  the  hands  to  us,  and  then 
desiring  them  to  imitate  God,  in  doing  good.  The 
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children  drew  their  hands  out  of  those  of  their 
mother,  and  taking  the  cakes  from  under  their  arms 
held  them  to  us,  for  our  acceptance.  We  took  them, 
and,  as  well  as  sailors  knew  how,  implored  of  heaven 
for  them  its  protection  and  guidance  through  life. 
Charles’s  friend,  his  wife,  and  her  two  children  came 
out  of  the  hut,  as  I took  up  the  keg,  all  wishing  us 
a safe  arrival  at  the  Neptune. 

Refreshed  and  gratified,  we  bade  them  farewell ; 
and,  with  Charles  for  our  guide,  soon  arrived  at  his 
spring,  in  the  wood,  through  wdiich  lay  our  way. 
Its  discovery  would  have  puzzled  any  one,  except  a 
mischievous  boy  bent  on  finding  a bird’s  nest,  whose 
prying  curiosity  nothing  can  escape.  It  was  not 
like  the  springs  of  modern  romance,  bubbling  up  in 
silvery  streams,  nor  musically  meandering  along 
flower-enamelled  banks.  It  was  scarcely  visible, 
when  pointed  out,  being  nearly  grown  over  with 
w'eeds,  and  almost  full  of  dead  leaves.  In  fact,  it 
was  more  a reservoir  than  a spring.  A barrel,  with 
numerous  perforations  through  its  sides,  was  sunk  in 
the  ground,  into  which  the  water  drained,  filtering 
through  the  dead  leaves.  A large  cocoa  nut  shell 
served  as  a bucket ; weighted  at  the  bottom  with  a 
stone,  it  readily  sunk,  pressing  down  in  its  descent 
the  overspreading  leaves,  which  resumed  their  situ- 
ation on  the  cocoa  nut  shell  being  drawn  up  by  a 
string,  to  which  it  was  appended.  A benevolent 
disposition  prompted  him  to  favour  us  with  about 
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two  gallons  out  of  his  little  stock ; we  thanked  him, 
shook  him  by  the  hand  in  a rough  English  manner, 
and  one  of  us  taking  his  wife’s  present  of  hoe-cakes, 
the  other  two  by  turns  carrying  the  keg,  containing 
his  present  of  fresh  watei*,  we  bade  him  farewell. 
We  entered  the  footpath  leading  to  the  landing-place, 
and  as  it  was  now  daylight,  found  no  difficulty  in 
keeping  the  road,  without  a single  fall  or  even  a 
stumble. 

.^rrived  at  the  landing-place,  we  found  the  lighter 
sunk  to  within  three  inches  of  the  gunwale.  Im- 
proved in  strength  a little,  we  drew  her  to  the  beach  : 
I being  the  lightest  of  the  three  got  on  board,  and 
soon,  by  means  of  my  hat,  threw  out  a large  quantity 
of  water.  James  Wilson  next  stepped  on  board, 
when  to  work  we  both  fell  v/ith  our  hats,  and  greatly 
reduced  the  unwelcome  visiter.  Dutch  John  then 
added  his  exertions  to  ours,  and  we  soon  saw  her 
nearly  clear  of  water,  got  up  our  anchor,  cast  off  the 
rope  from  the  tree,  and  returned  by  the  same  course 
that  we  had  come.  The  ebb  was  strong,  and  the 
wind,  in  many  windings  of  the  river,  tolerably  fa- 
vourable ; so  that  we  soon  gained  the  place  where 
we  should  have  come  to  anchor  before,  but  did  not. 
Experience,  tliey  say,  makes  fools  wise.  Having 
suffered  many  inconveniences  from  incautiousness, 
and  the  vessel  drawling  very  little  Avater,  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  the  like  misfortune,  we  kept  close  in 
shore,  and  brought  up  at  the  point,  between  the  two 
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rivers,  in  order  to  have  the  advantage  of  the  next 
flood-tide. 

At  low  water  we  grounded  on  an  oyster  bank, 
where  we  made  as  much  havoc  amongst  the  nutri- 
tious shell-fish,  as  an  equal  number  of  racoons  could 
possibly  have  done.  Having  gorged  ourselves,  we 

agreed  that  one  should  keep  watch,  whilst  the  other 
two  slept,  turn  and  turn  about.  Somnus  had  scarcely 
taken  my  two  companions  under  his  protection,  ere 
I perceived  a sail-boat  at  a distance,  apparently  cross- 
ing the  river.  Overjoyed  at  the  sight,  I disturbed 
their  quiet,  by  shouting  in  their  ears,  “ a boat,  a 
boat !”  Both  awoke ; but  before  they  could  rub 
away  drowsiness  from  their  eyelids,  which  they 
strove  to  do  on  the  sleeves  of  two  tarry  jackets,  she 
disappeared ; concealed  from  our  sight  by  shelving 
banks.  False  prophet,  was  the  mildest  epithet  le- 
velled at  me;  and  I should  have  considered  myself 

fortunate,  had  the  plain  d-n  of  Dutch  John,  as  he 
threw  away  an  old  quid  of  tobacco,  been  the  only  ill 
language  my  information  provoked:  but  they  con- 
tinued blaming  me,  with  their  heads  bent  forward 
on  their  knees,  in  hopes  of  taking  another  nap. 

Again  the  boat  appeared  in  sight ; but  not  wishing 
to  encounter  another  storm  of  words,  yet  anxious 
to  make  my  companions  acquainted  therewith,  I 
adopted  the  same  plan  as  an  actor  does,  when  he 
speaks  aside,— spoke  sufficiently  loud  to  be  heard 
by  all  present,  though  speaking  as  if  afraid  of  being 
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heard.  There  she  goes !”  said  I,  pretty  loudly, 
pretending  not  to  notice  whether  they  raised  their 
heads,  or  not.  She’s  going  yet !’’  continued  I, 
raising  my  voice,  and  at  the  same  time  my  right 
hand,  placing  it  edgewise  across  my  forehead,  as  is 
customary  in  the  sunshine.  “ Jt  must  be  our  ship’s 
boat !” — Do  you  think  so  inquired  Mynheer, 
rising  up,  and  pulling  an  enormous  antique  brass 
tobacco-box  out  of  his  trowsers’  pocket,  with  his 
right  hand,  rubbing  his  eyes  with  his  left,  and  at 
the  same  time  treading  on  the  toes  of  his  fellow 
sleeper,  who  instantly  sprang  up,  inquiring  what 
was  the  matter  ? “ Seeing  is  believing !”  said  the 

Dutchman,  who  instantly  pulled  off  a superfluous 
pair  of  trowsers,  which  we  immediately  hoisted  to 
the  lighter’s  masthead,  by  way  of  signal. 

Scarcely  had  the  wind  extended  the  floating  can- 
vass, ere  it  was  descried  by  the  sail-boat,  which  soon 
came  alongside  of  us,  to  our  great  satisfaction.  She 
proved  to  be  our  ship’s  boat,  manned  by  Mr.  Simp- 
son and  two  others,  out  two  days  in  search  of  us ; 
but  without  having  gained  the  least  intelligence, 
concluding,  however,  from  the  number  of  staves 
and  shingles  floating  about,  that  some  misfortune 
had  befallen  us.  Mr.  Simpson  had  plenty  of  pro- 
visions on  board,  also  some  rum,  of  which,  at  my 
request,  he  gave  me  about  half  a wine  glass : small 
as  the  quantity  was,  it  affected  me  much,  inducing 
•sleep ; in  which  I was  allowed  to  indulge  till  the 
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tide  served,  ^vhen  ve  got  up  the  anchor,  and  set 
^ail  for  the  ship.  But,  during  the  night,  we  came 
to  anchor  again,  in  order  to  take  the  ebb  towards 

i>apello  Sound. 

As  soon  as  the  ebb  set  in,  a dispute  took  place 
between  Mr.  Simpson  and  the  Dutchman,  as  to 
our  right  course,  there  being  two  creeks  or  rivers. 
Mynheer  was  inflexibly  positive,  to  whose  opinion 
the  mate  sacrificed  his  own.  The  lighter  was  towed 
by  the  ship  s boat,  and  we  got  briskly  on  tor  some 
time.  The  night  was  unusually  dark.  Ihe  cree 
in  which  we  now  were  began  to  narrow  fast,  as  we 
proceeded,  and  in  a short  time  we  were  stuck  last, 
the  water  running  through  holes  not  more  than  a 
yard  or  two  wide.  At  low  water  tlie  banks  were 
iiigh,  and  the  vessels  stuck  in  the  mud  at  the  bottom. 
Here  alligators  abounded;  their  roarings  were  inces- 
sant, not  loud,  but  deep-toned  and  hollow,  consisting 
of  two  notes,  sounding  like  the  monosyllable,  how  ! 
how  ! Two  or  three  came  close  to  the  side  of  our 
boat,  but  were  driven  off  by  our  oars.  As  others 
succeeded  them,  and  as  I felt  drowsy,  not  knowing 
exactly  whether  an  English  youth  might  not  prove 
an  alluring  bait  to  them,  I removed  a number  of 
shino-les  in  the  lighter,  making  a hole  sufficiently 
large  to  contain  me ; into  which  I crept,  but  not 
l>efbrc  I had  wrapt  myself  up  in  my  blanket,  con- 
cluding that  should  any  one  of  them  venture  on 
board,  and  in  their  prowling  about  meet  with  me, 
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it  would  be  puzzled  how  to  extricate  me  from  my 
woollen.fenvelope.  Mynheer,  whose  obstinacy  had 
misled  us,  averred  that  the  alligators  smelled  our 
beef,  and  that  we  had  better  give  it  quietly,  than 
run  any  risks  of  being  devoured  instead  of  it.  How- 
ever, as  there  was  not  one  on  board  who  seconded 
the  Dutchman’s  proposition,  we  kept  our  beef,  and 
John  his  temper,  though  he  was  baited  pretty 
roundly,  not  only  for  having  placed  us  in  the  pre- 
dicament we  were  then  in,  but  for  wishing  us,  as 
one  of  the  sailors  jocularly  said,  to  feed  the  king’s 
beef-eaters. 

With  the  flood-tide  from  Sapello  Sound,  we  once 
more  got  afloat,  but  came  to  anchor  at  the  entrance 
into  this  creek  till  high  water,  when  we  proposed 
setting  sail  for  the  Neptune,  as  we  had  her  now  in 
sight,  and  were  confident  of  soon  reaching  her.  The 
morning  was  uncommonly  fine,  the  sun  shedding  a 
mild  radiance  on  surrounding  objects,  and  we  were 
all  in  good  spirits.  But  not  more  uncertain  is  the 
issue  of  a pending  law-suit,  than  the  anticipated  feli- 
city of  the  adventurous  mariner,  whose  best  digested 
projects  are  often  overthrown,  at  the  very  moment 
when  he  is  happy  in  their  fancied  completion.  At 
the  time  that  we  were  figuratively  stretching  forth 
the  hand  to  grasp  the  cup  of  pleasure,  it  was  dashed 
with  violence  to  the  ground.  Before  we  were  able 
to  reach  Sapello  Roads,  a gale  of  wind  sprang  up 
ahead ; the  waves  swelled  high,  and  dashing  with 
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violence  against  the  lighter,  she  shipt  w-ater,  and 
we  were  within  an  ace  of  being  swamped  a second 
time,  near  to  a marsh,  which  Mr.  Simpson  supposed 
joined  to  Sapello  Island,  and  over  which  he  sug- 
gested that  some  one  of  the  party  should  go  to  the 
beach.  He  would  arrive,  said  Mr.  Simpson,  not 
far  from  Mr.  M’Quin’s,  opposite  to  where  our  ship 
lay  j on  board  of  which,  he  said,  the  person  going- 
might  be  put  by  some  of  Mr.  M’Quin’s  negroes,  for 
the  purpose  of  reporting  to  Capt.  Coates  the  situation 
of  the  lighter,  and  obtaining  more  hands,  in  order  to 
expedite  her  arrival  at  the  vessel. 

For  want  of  a better  courier,  as  none  offered  their 
services,  I volunteered  mine.  No  sooner  was  I put 
ashore  on  the  marsh,  than  I sunk^up  to  the  middle 
in  mud  and  water.  “ A bad  beginning  makes  a 
good  ending,”  said  the  mate,  as  I moved  a little 
forward  in  the  mud.  “ I wish  it  may  prove  so,” 
rejoined  I,  looking  at  him  very  doubtingly ; at  the 
same  time  moving  and  gaining  more  solid  ground. 
Having  read  somewhere  that  perseverance  overcomes 
the  greatest  obstacles,  I urged  my  way  mid-leg  deep 
across  the  marsh ; at  the  extremity  of  which,  to  my 
astonishment,  a river  sepai-ated  it  from  Sapello 
Island.  Fatigued  with  my  journey  through  mud, 
and  having  had,  as  I thought,  trouble  enough  with 
tlie  staves  and  shingles,  I determined  not  to  return 
back,  but  rather  to  venUire  across  the  river,  knowing 
that  I should  be  able  to  swim  over,  if  not  intercepted 
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by  the  Dutchman’s  beef-longing  alligators,  of  whom, 
in  spite  of  my  belief  of  their  harmlessness,  I was  un- 
accountably afraid.  However,  buttoning  my  jacket, 
and  fastening  my  hat  on  my  head,  I jumped  into  the 
water,  and  soon  found  myself  on  the  opposite  side ; 
but  when  out  of  deep  water,  was  much  retarded 
by  mud,  being  scarcely  able  to  extricate  myself. 
I ultimately  succeeded  in  gaining  terra-firma,  for 
which  I felt  thankful : I washed  away  the  encum- 
bering mire  from  my  legs,  and  thought  mysell 
happy  in  the  prospect  of  once  more  conversing  with 
my  countryman,  Captain  Coates. 

Having  walked  about  half  a mile  on  the  Island,  I 
was  well  pleased  to  see  two  negro  women  at  work  in 
a field  of  sweei-potatoes ; for,  as  I had  ever  found 
them  friendly,  I made  sure  of  gaining  information 
as  to  the  nearest  way  to  the  Neptune.  To  my 
inquiry  they  answered  readily,  and  not  only  directed 
me,  but  allowed  me  to  take  a few  potatoes  along 
with  me,  to  eat  on  my  road  to  the  beach,  being 
sweet  to  the  taste,  rather  pleasant,  and  frequently 
eaten  raw.  Thanking  them  for  the  potatoes,  I took 
the  road  according  to  their  direction,  and  had  not 
proceeded  far  before  I came  up  to  a black  girl,  who 
was  milking  a cow.  In  a tone  that,  I thought, 
w'ould  move  pity,  I asked  her  to  favour  me  with  a 
little  milk ; she  objected,  saying  it  would  be  missed, 
'as  her  mistress  knew  the  exact  quantity  that  the  cow 
gave.  Imagining  that  I saw  good  nature  in  her  face. 
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I renewed  my  solicitation  in  a very  pressing  manner ; 
when,  with  a look  expressive  of  much  archness^  she 
inquired,  “ What  you  give,  Massa,  for  some  of  de 
milk  ?” — “ Oh ! oh  !”  answered  I,  “ you  want  to  sell 
the  milk,  do  you  ? I am  going  to  Mr.  M’Quin’s, 
and  shall  inform  him  that  you  would  not  relieve  the 
white  boy,  though  he  w'as  dying  of  thirst ; but  w^ould 
liave  sold  him  some  milk,  if  he  had  not  known  better 
than  to  buy  it.”  Whether  pitying  my  thirst,  or 
dreading  a disclosure  of  her  desire  to  sell  her  mas- 
ter’s milk,  operated  on  her  mind,  I would  not,  even 
then,  have  taken  upon  me  to  decide ; nor  would  I 
have  made  that  disclosure,  for  the  whole  of  the  milk, 
and  the  cow  that  gave  it  into  the  bargain.  She 
instantly  presented  me  with  a wooden  bowd-full, 
holding  nearly  an  English  pint,  which  I found  a 
most  grateful  beverage,  though  I hesitated  to  take 
it,  for  fear  of  involving  her  in  trouble,  till  she  as- 
sured me,  “ Missy  no  measure  de  milk.”  Destitute 
of  any  thing  worthy  her  acceptance,  I thanked  her 
for  the  favour;  and,  after  assurmg  her  that  Mrs. 
M’Quin  would  never  hear  from  me  any  thing  to  her 
disadvantage,  I steered  my  course  towards  the  beach, 
and  soon  after  gained  it. 

When  opposite  the  Neptune,  I hailed  her ; but  the 
only  boat  she  had  being  along  with  the  lighter,  I 
engaged  a canoe  belonging  to  one  of  Mr.  M’Quin’s 
negroes,  w^ho  very  cheerfully  paddled  with  me  to 
her.  I w^as  bid  welcome  by  Captain  Coates,  who 
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tshook  me  by  the  hand^  inquired  what  was  become 
of  Dutch  John  and  James  Wilson^  expressing  his 
fears  for  them,  declaring  that  he  thought  we  were  all 
lost,  or  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  who 
were  committing  the  greatest  outrages  on  the  back 
settlers.  Numerous  were  the  questions  asked  by 
him,  in  such  quick  succession  too  as  nearly  puzzled 
me  which  to  consider  of  the  first  importance,  of 
course  which  to  reply  to  the  first. 

After  recapitulating  the  leading  features  of  our 
adventures,  together  with  an  account  of  the  place 
and  situation  I left  the  lighter  and  the  ship’s  boat  in ; 
after  describing  the  route  I had  taken  over  the  mud- 
covered  swamp,  and  pointing  out  the  difficulties  men 
would  have  to  encounter,  if  sent  by  that  route  to 
render  assistance  to  Mr.  Simpson,  he  ordered  me 
some  chocolate,  well-primed  with  rum,  proving  both 
agreeable  and  nourishing,  and  allowed  me  also  to 
retire  below  to  sleep.  When  I had  indulged  in  soli- 
tude as  long  as  it  was  pleasant  to  myself,  I entered 
into  conversation  w'ith  the  captain.  I noticed  to 
him  that  shingles  were  not  used  in  England,  and 
expressed  surprise  at  such  things  forming  part  of 
our  cargo;  from  this  circumstance  I learned, with 
astonishment  and  vexation,  that  we  were  not  bound 
for  England,  but  for  the  West  Indies ; though  for 
some  time  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  knowledge 
of  the  fact  from  me,  well  knowing  the  disadvan- 
tageous terms  I had  acceded  to,  in  order  to  get  a 
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passage  to  England.  The  alteration  in  her  destina- 
tion was  decided  by  Captain  Dale,  in  consequence 
of  failing  to  complete  a cargo  of  ship-timber,  tur- 
pentine, &c.  The  chagrin  I felt  emboldened  me  to 
speak  in  an  unreserved,  though  not  insolent,  manner, 
producing  in  him  a conviction  of  the  reasonableness 
of  my  observations,  and  a proposal  that  I should  be 
placed  upon  wages,  at  six  dollars  per  month,  from 
my  first  entering  on  board  the  Neptune;  with  a 
promise  that,  provided  we  met  with  any  vessel  bound 
for  England,  when  we  arrived  in  the  West  Indies, 

I should  be  at  liberty  to  leave  his  ship  and  employ, 
if  I then  preferred  returning  home  to  staying  with 
him. 

Seeing  no  prospect  of  getting  either  to  Savannah 
or  to  Charleston,  Hobson’s  choice  became  mine, 
and  I consented  to  an  arrangement  which  I could 
not  alter.  “ Another  disappointment,”  thought  I 
to  myself,  as  I turned  from  the  captain  to  prevent 
him  reading  in  my  face  the  operation  of  that  feeling 
on  my  mind,  remembering  that  he  had  traced  its 
impress  there,  at  the  time  when  he  called  the  captain 
who  had  changed  his  mind  a “ shabby  fellow.” 

The  day  was  far  advanced,  w'hen  I was  roused 
from  a reverie  into  which  I had  fallen,  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  lighter  and  the  boat,  at  a distance 
from  the  ship,  which  they  reached  in  the  evening. 
The  men  appeared  exhausted,  particularly  my  two 
companions.  They  were  welcomed  back,  and  treated 
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in  the  same  manner  by  Captain  Coates  as  I had  been 
treated,  with  chocolate,  rum,  and  rest. 

The  boat  in  which  we  took  the  package  to  Mr. 
Manson’s  had  been  sent  by  Capt.  Dale  to  the  Nep- 
tune, under  the  care  of  the  black  man  who  laughed 
so  much  at  my  wishing  to  catch  the  young  alligator, 
and  two  negroes  belonging  to  Bailey’s,  of  Black 
Island,  whose  names  were  Quashee  and  Cato,  both 
of  whom  were  to  assist  in  the  lighter  in  future. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Trips  up  the  River,  with  the  Mate,  for  Shingles — Ship’s  Crew 
visit  Mr.  iM’Quin’s  Garden— Mr.  Simpson  forms  improper 
connections,  and  neglects  his  duty — The  Slaves,  finding  me 
ill-treated  by  the  Mate,  disobey  my  orders— Dreadful  passion 
and  menaces  of  Quashee,  a Negro— His  punishment— Visit 
from  four  Georgians— Their  savage  and  brutal  mode  of 
fighting — Gouging,  &c. 


On  the  second  day  after  our  return  to  the  brig, 
the  mate,  myself,  Quashee,  and  Cato,  were  appointed 
to  go  to  Darien,  up  the  river.  And,  as  “ a burnt 
child  dreads  the  fire,”  we  never  left  the  ship  in  future 
■without  provisions  adequate  for  a few  days.  In  this 
trip  nothing  of  any  moment  occurred,  but  we  were 
most  numerously  attended  by  alligators ; they  proved 
very  civil,  paying  the  greatest  deference  to  us,  ge- 
nerally retiring  as  we  approached  them,  or  lowering 
themselves  in  the  water,  which  they  effect  with  tlie 
greatest  facility ; nothing  remaining  in  sight  except 
the  organs  of  vision,  which  appear  like  two  corks 
floating  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  Whenever  a 
boat  enters  a creek  in  which  they  abound,  they  in- 
stantly turn  their  heads  towards  it ; appearing  to  the 
timorous  formidable  in  the  extreme,  suggesting  the 
idea  of  their  going  to  make  a grand  attack,  though, 
after  passing  through  shoals  of  them,  I never  wit- 
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nessed  any  indications  of  a hostile  disposition!  in 
them.  Like  deer  or  sheep,  they  keep  an  attentive 
eye  on  passing  objects  capable  of  annoying  them ; 
but  I am  of  opinion  they  never  turn  assailants,  and 
perhaps  seldom  act  even  on  the  defensive. 

On  our  arrival  at  Manson  and  M Cleod  s store, 
we  found  a sufficient  number  of  staves,  &c.  ready 
for  us,  with  which  we  freighted  the  lighter ; but  the 
tide  not  serving,  I remained  at  the  store,  listening 
to  tlie  conversation  of  two  persons  who  had  repaired 
thitlier  to  barter.  It  chiefly  turned  on  the  Indian 
war,  which  seemed  to  create  in  their  minds  the 
greatest  alai’m  j though  I had  not  sufficient  time  to 
learn  the  causes  and  consequences  thereof,  what  I 
heard  induced  me  to  think  that  we  had  much  to 
apprehend  from  the  Indians.  Subsequent  observa- 
tion, however,  corroborated  by  the  relations  of  eye- 
witnesses of  their  mode  of  warfare,  convinced  me 
that  they  seldom  cross  rivers,  nor  had  they  any 
canoes  in  those  parts ; therefore  my  apprehensions 
Avere  erroneous,  if  not  wholly  groundless.  Fear 
gave  them  birth,  which,  like  a microscope,  magnifies 
objects  scarcely  discernible  to  the  naked  eye. 

With  our  second  cargo  of  staves  and  shingles  we 
reached  the  Neptune,  without  the  intervention  of  the 
least  unpleasant  casualty.  1 he  day  following,  being 
Sunday,  we  obtained  leave  from  our  captain  to  go 
ivshore,  in  order  to  enjoy  a feast  of  fruit,  having  pre- 
viously received  several  invitations  to  that  effect  from 
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Mr.  M’Quin.  Determined  to  do  tlie  thing  nately, 
as  the  Irish  nurse  used  to  term  it^  we  took  with  us 
quantum  sufficit  of  beef  and  biscuits ; also  three 
bottles  of  rum.  The  better  to  enjoy  the  treat,  we 
formed  a small  encampment  in  the  centre  of  one  of 
his  orchards,  or  gardens,  and  were  making  merry, 
when  our  kind  inviter  and  his  lady  paid  us  a visit, 
expressed  themselves  highly  pleased  to  find  such 
unanimity  amongst  us,  assured  us  we  were  welcome 
to  whatever  the  garden  produced,  encouraged  us  to 
make  free  with  the  blessings  of  Pomona ; at  the  same 
time  requesting,  in  the  mildest  manner,  that  we 
would  keep  the  walks  as  much  as  possible,  they 
being  very  wide  and  good.  Such  a visit,  and  such 
{>oliteness,  as  they  were  unexpected,  Avere  the  more 
gratifying,  and,  at  the  moment,  produced  a strong 
.sensation  amongst  us.  But,  unfortunately  for  our 
credit,  the  rum  was  too  potent  for  reason,  Avhich, 
soon  after  the  request  was  made,  lost  its  controlling 
influence,  deposed  by  intemperance,  and  banished 
by  wantonness.  Each  took  his  rum  as  was  most 
agreeable  to  inclination,  some  neat,  others  made 
into  grog ; but  the  most  general  beverage  was  that 
obtained  by  the  mixture  of  rum  Avith  the  juice  of  the 
water-melon,  and  Avhich,  on  a sultry  day,  proved 
grateful  to  tlie  palate,  and  refreshing  to  the  whole 
frame.  Such  Avas  the  day,  and  such  doubtless  would 
have  been  the  effects  produced  by  the  beverage,  had 
it  not  been  superseded  by  the  ardent  spirit  itself,  so 
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destructive  to  harmony,  and  injurious  to  man  as  a 
moral  agent.  Busied  in  contemplating  the  organic 
structure  of  some  of  Flora’s  treasures,  I happily 
escaped  the  effects  of  the  deleterious  spirit,  now  so 
visible  in  the  altered  conduct  of  my  messmates. 
Unmindful  of  Mrs.  M’Quin’s  ^-equest,  some  of  the 
most  inebriated  staggered  out  of  the  footpath,  and 
did  the  very  injury  that  we  were  cautioned  against. 
Remonstrances  were  vain,  begetting  ill  language, 
and  provoking  a quarrel ; for  one,  who  had  imitated 
Jobson  in  the  Devil  to  pay,”  throwing  a melon  at 
tlie  head  of  another,  roused  his  anger,  and  caused 
liim  to  return  the  compliment : others,  more  sport- 
ively, followed  their  example,  pelting  all  within 
their  reach,  until  the  fight  became  nearly  general. 
Melons,  pompions,  and  cucumbers  flew  about  in 
every  direction,  like  stones  hurled  by  boys  in  large 
towns,  when  the  yelping  fry  of  different  streets 
wage  war  amongst  each  other.  Unenviable  state  of 
ebriety ! sighed  I,  as  care-cultured  flowering  shrubs 
were  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  the  richly-laden 
boughs  of  fruit-bearing  trees  riven  therefrom,  and 
scattered  about  in  useless  profusion.  When  tired  of 
destructive  frivolity,  a reconciliation  took  place ; the 
more  sober  part,  ashamed  to  see  the  garden  covered 
with  fruits  and  flowers,  cleared  the  ground  of  them, 
while  the  inconsiderate  finished  the  remaining  rum  ; 
after  which  we  left  the  disfigured  garden,  and  retired 
to  the  Neptune,  where  I had  leisure  to  reflect  on 
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the  evils  resulting  from  a state  of  unrestrained 
passion. 

Mr.  M’Quin,  whose  generosity  we  had  so  abused, 
j)aid  Captain  Coates  a visit  early  the  next  morning  ; 
and  if  ever  I felt  ashamed  at  having  done  an  un- 
wortliy  action,  it  was  during  the  whole  of  his  stay 
on  board,  particularly  when  he  assured  the  captain 
that  an  equal  number  of  pigs  would  not  have  done 
lialf  the  mischief.  Good  nature  beamed  in  his  e3'e.s, 
at  the  very  time  when  he  was  preferring  his  too  just 
charge  against  us,  and  such  was  his  mildness,  that 
lie  half  spoke  our  pardon  in  the  indictment ; con- 
cluding with  a remark  that  produced  a loud  laugh 
from  the  captain,  in  which  he  good  humouredly 
joined ; it  was  at  the  idea  of  permitting  sailors  to 
go  into  a garden,  which,  of  all  places  in  the  world, 
except  a library,  he  now  thought  they  had  the  least 
relish  for,  or  knowdedge  of.  All  who  heard  the 
w'orthy  man’s  observations,  tacitly  acknowledged 
their  justness ; wmndering  more  at  his  government 
of  temper,  under  such  insults,  than  at  the  ingrati- 
tude that  was  capable  of  insulting  such  goodness, 
w'hich  we  unanimously  agreed  w’as  wonderful  indeed. 
Unreasonably  as  we  had  acted,  we  never  heard  any 
thing  more  of  the  matter,  in  way  of  reproof 

After  having  made  a few  trips  up  the  rivers, 
which,  though  laborious,  were  pleasant,  Mr.  Simp- 
son, from  having  formed  connections  with  some 
I’emale  negroes,  began  to  neglect  his  duty,  leaving 
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nearly  the  whole  of  it  to  me ; for  he  would  frequently 
quit  the  lighter  as  soon  as  we  lost  sight  of  the  ship,, 
when  I was  sure  to  lose  sight  of  the  provisions  that 
were  intended  to  serve  us  both.  Quashee  and  Cato 
Avere  provided  Avith  salt  mackerel,  rice,  or  Indian 
corn,  totally  distinct  from  ours ; but  of  Avhich  I Avas 
often  under  a necessity  of  partaking,  for  I Avas  no 
camelion,  and  the  mate’s  black  faAmurites  were  fed 
Avith  my  alloAvance.  Whether  it  Avas  that  Mr.  Simp- 
son considered  the  work  he  was  engaged  in  up  the 
rivers  degrading  to  him,  or  Avhether  pleasure  tempted 
him  to  act  unworthy  the  situation  he  held,  I kneAv 
not ; but,  having  suffered  many  inconveniences  from 
the  line  of  conduct  he  persisted  in  pursuing,  I remon- 
strated with  him,  as  Avell  as  I was  able,  laying  great 
stress  on  the  impropriety  of  taking  away  the  whole 
stock  of  provisions,  as  thereby  I became  dependant 
on  the  two  slaves  for  a little  of  their  salt  mackerel 
and  Indian  corn ; a sense  of  which  emboldened  them 
to  neglect  or  disobey  my  orders.  Deaf  to  reason, 
and  assuming  an  air  of  self-importance,  he  bluster- 
ingly  swore  vengeance  against  me,  if  I ever  so  much 
as  hinted  the  subject  again  to  him,  or  dared  to  di- 
vulge it  to  any  one  else.  As  he  knew  pretty  nearly 
the  length  of  time  it  took  to  freight  the  lighter,  and 
arrive  with  it  at  the  place  where  he  purposed  being 
taken  on  board,  and  as  he  rivalled  the  Guinea  cap- 
tain in  ferociousness,  I became  distressed  in  mind, 
dreading  the  consequences  of  being  a tide  later  than 
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he  calculated  on,  though  he  himself  frequently  lost 
us  a tide,  from  the  circumstance  of  having  to  go  a 
circuitous  course,  in  order  to  put  him  ashore.  This 
was  unpleasant,  for,  to  conceal  the  knowledge  of  it 
from  the  captain,  we  were  obliged  to  stow  our  cargo 
into  the  lighter  in  the  night  time,  when  we  ought  to 
liave  been  at  rest. 

One  evening,  having  landed  him  near  Gatson  s 
bluff,  which  is  further  up  the  river  than  Darien,  he 
gave  us  instructions  to  take  him  on  board  the  next 
morning,  and,  although  our  cargo  w’as  not  stow'ed, 
he  took  Cato  with  him  for  company ; but  promised 
to  send  us  something  to  eat,  as  well  as  a light,  our 
fire  having  gone  out.  Cato’s  absence  threw  more 
work  on  our  hands ; however,  to  work  Quashee  and 
I must  fall,  instead  of  going  to  sleep.  Thus,  whilst 
the  unreasonable  mate  was  safely  moored  with  his 
favourites,  and  his  black  attendant  was  enjoying 
himself  with  some  of  his  companions,  with  whom  he 
had  fallen  in,  and  who  detained  him  several  hours, 
we  were  busily  employed  with  the  shingles  and 
staves,  apprehensive  that  Cato  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  a party  of  Indians,  w^hose  presence  was 
dreaded,  as  a few  days  before  they  had  killed  and 
scalped  two  men.  Our  apprehensions  were  fortu- 
nately removed,  not  only  by  the  arrival  of  Cato,  but 
the  coinciding  assurances  of  all,  that  the  safest  time 
was  immediately  after  the  Indians  had  committed 
depredations,  as  they  never  remained  long  in  any 
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Cato  we  expected  the  means  of  refi-eshmentj  as  we 
had  very  little  corn  for  hommony,  no  rice,  nor  the 
remnant  of  a mackerel:  but  the  tyrant  mate  blighted 
our  hopes ; he,  or  those  in  his  keeping,  having  a 
crop  for  all  corn ; so  that  no  provision  came,  not  so 
much  as  caie  grain  of  salt  to  season  our  scanty  al- 
lowance of  insipid  hommony,  which,  by  means  of  a 
light  brought  by  Cato,  enabling  us  to  make  a fire, 
we  prepared  for  our  supper,  and  after  eating  it  were 
little  better  than  supperless. 

Having  stowed  the  cargo,  and  excited  himger, 
without  the  means  of  allaying  it,  we  cast  the  vessel 
off,  let  go  her  anchor  close  in  shore,  and  betook  our- 
selves to  rest ; mine  was  confined  to  the  body : fear 
of  a visit  from  the  scalp-tearing  Indians  banished 
the  very  desire  of  sleep  from  my  mind.  Never  was 
juvenile  imagination  more  on  the  rack,  to  interpret 
the  ominous  o'oakings  of  ravens  presented  to  its 
view  in  the  pages  of  legendary  lore,  than  mine  to 
divine  whence  the  shrill,  tremulous  voices  of  nu- 
merous owls,  in  the  adjacent  woods,  proceeded. 
Fear  embodied  a phalanx  of  Indians  reconnoitering 
the  woods,  in  search  of  objects  to  practise  scalping 
upon ; and  imagination  ascribed  the  inharmonious 
notes  of  these  night-loving  birds,  to  the  more  dis- 
cordant yells  of  man  in  a savage  state. 

The  tide  serving  in  the  morning,  we  prepared  for 
our  departure,  but  discovered  that  our  anchor  was 
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entangled  amongst  the  roots  of  a tree^  from  •which 
we  strove  in  vain  to  shake  it^  and  the  toughness  of 
which  defied  our  exertions  to  break  them.  A few 
minutes  reflection  suggested,  as  the  only  way  to  ex- 
tricate it,  that  one  of  us  should  go  into  the  water, 
and  fasten  a rope  round  one  of  the  arms  of  the  anchor, 
which  probably  was  not  fast.  Without  loss  of  time 
I made  a running  noose  on  a rope,  and  desired 
Quashee  to  go  into  the  water,  to  put  it  over  the 
fluke ; but  I might  as  well  have  talked  to  liim  about 
logarithms,  or  the  doctrine  of  fluxions ; for  he  either 
could  not  or  would  not  understand  me.  Cato  was 
neither  wiser  nor  more  willing  than  Quashee : both 
appeared  indescribably  stupid;  both  refused  to  try 
the  projected  plan ; asking,  What  must  negro  do 
dis  for  ? Why  not  backarra  (from  mackarrara,  or 
white  man)  do  it  ?”  and  adding,  in  a sullen  tone, 

Negro  good  as  backarra ! Backarra  do  it  himself!” 
Ignorant  as  they  appeared,  both  had  sense  enough 
to  know  that  I was,  through  the  knavery  of  Mr. 
Simpson,  dependant  on  them  for  subsistence;  ob- 
serving too  the  indifference  with  which  he  treated 
me,  they  scorned  subordination,  and  refused  to  touch 
the  rope.  Having  seen  much  of  the  stubbornness  of 
slaves  in  general,  and  being  very  desirous  of  pro- 
ceeding to  the  ship,  I hesitated  not  to  undertake 
the  task,  though  I had  no  more  relish  for  it  than 
they. 

Before  I went  into  the  water,  we  all  three  applied 
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our  strength  to  the  cable,  by  which  we  raised  the 
anchor  to  within  a fathom  of  the  surface,  the  roots 
of  the  tree  springing  upwards  as  we  hauled  the  cable 
in,  which  we  made  fast,  and  down  which  I went, 
after  pulling  off  my  clothes.  Having  succeeded  in 
putting  the  noose  over  the  fluke,  and  returned  on 
board,  we  made  fast  the  rope,  and,  in  order  to  turn 
the  anchor,  let  go  the  cable,  hoping  that  it  would 
be  cleared  from  the  roots ; when,  to  my  great  morti- 
fication, the  rope  not  being  fast,  slipt  off,  and  we 
were  where  we  first  started.  Again  I requested 
Quashee  and  Cato  to  try  to  effect  what  I had  failed 
in,  but  requested  in  vain.  The  tide  w'as  ebbing 
very  hist,  and  not  daring  to  leave  the  anchor,  I 
made  another  attempt,  and  succeeded  in  extricating 
it  from  the  roots ; but  not  without  great  trouble, 
and  greater  dismay ; for,  at  the  very  moment  that 
we  found  it  set  at  liberty,  within  two  yards  of  the 
lighter  an  enormously  large  alligator  made  its  ap- 
pearance, probably  disturbed  by  the  agitation  caused 
in  the  water,  by  the  liberation  of  the  anchor.  Its 
ponderous  jaws  seemed  ready  to  receive  us,  while 
its  eyes  glistened  in  its  head,  giving  it  an  appear- 
ance highly  terrific ; very  different  to  any  that  I had 
ever  seen  before,  and  almost  inducing  me  to  change 
my  opinion  respecting  their  harmlessness.  It  how- 
ever offered  us  no  injury,  but  seemed  prepared  to 
act  on  tlie  defensive;  in  which  position  we  were 
content  to  leave  it. 
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By  means  of  our  oars,  we  once  more  began  to 
move,  but  had  not  proceeded  more  than  twenty 
yards  towards  the  middle  of  the  river,  when  the 
lighter  suddenly  stopt,  though  in  deep  water.  Our 
efforts  to  push  her  off  were  unavailing,  our  oars  not 
being  sufficiently  long  to  touch  the  bottom.  As  the 
water  continued  to  recede,  we  discovered  the  cause 
of  our  detention  to  be  a large  tree,  which,  when  the 
lighter  came  athwart  of  it,  raised  one  of  her  ends  out 
of  the  water,  depressing  the  other  as  much  below 
the  surface.  This  unforeseen  delay  prevented  us 
meeting  Mr.  Simpson  at  Darien,  at  the  time  he  ex- 
pected us,  who  in  consequence  retraced  the  steps  he 
had  taken  along  with  Cato  the  preceding  night,  and 
in  a rage  abused  me  vehemently.  Luckily,  he  could 
not  come  within  reach  of  me,  or  I should  have  suf- 
fered for  his  owTi  neglect  and  cupidity.  Knowing 
that  he  could  not  get  on  board,  and  thinking  that  he 
would  cool  a little  by  the  time  he  arrived  at  Darien, 
I told  him  very  plainly  that  he  was  the  real  cause  of 
our  disaster,  and  that  he  ought  to  remain  with  us, 
as  Captain  Coates  thought  he  did.  Vexed  with  his 
journey,  and  much  more  so  with  my  insolent  re- 
marks, as  he  termed  them,  shaking  his  clenched 
right  hand,  he  swore  himself  out  of  all  sort  of  oaths, 
and  invented  three  or  four,  to  bestow  on  me ; but  as 
I seemed  to  understand  him  no  better  than  Quashee 
and  Cato  had  done  me  before,  or,  understanding, 
regarded  him  no  more,  he  left  us,  biting  his  nails. 
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and  proceeded  to  Darien,  where  we  arrived,  aided 
by  the  following  ebb. 

As  I had  calculated,  so  it  happened : he  was  more 
than  usually  cool,  somewhat  approaching  to  mild- 
ness ; so  that  my  chastisement  was  for  the  present 
graciously  dispensed  with,  and  we  proceeded  with- 
out further  interruption  to  the  Neptune. 

What  I remarked  to  him,  when  he  was  consigning 
me  over  to  the  soul-roasting  imps  of  perdition,  had 
a good  effect  on  his  mind  for  the  next  two  or  three 
trips ; during  which  he  never  once  left  the  vesselr 
generally  indulging  himself  in  sleep  the  whole  of  the 
passage,  except  at  short  intervals,  when  he  would 
vulgarly  exclaim,  D — n your  eyes,  pull  away ! 

supposing  w'e  had  not  gone  so  far  as  he  wished. 
If,  in  the  night,  the  inquiry  was  made — “ Where  are 
we  now  ?**  I would  frequently  tell  him  farther  than 
we  really  were,  because  such  an  answer  always 
pleased  him,  and  kept  all  quiet ; nor  was  I under 
any  apprehension  of  being  found  out,  as  the  thickets 
on  the  bank  bore  a strong  resemblance  to  each  other 
in  the  night:  thus  deceived,  he  would  say  more 
pleasantly,  that’s  my  hearties,  pull  away !”  To 
me  his  company  was  unpleasant  in  the  exti  erne , 
but  then  I lived  much  better  on  the  ship’s  aUow- 
ance,  Avhen  his  favourites  were  not  fed  with  it, 
than  when  trusting  to  an  eleemosynary  meal,  con- 
sisting at  the  best  of  salted  mackerel  and  rice,  or 
Indian  corn. 
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As  soon  as  the  impression  was  worn  out,  he  re- 
turned to  his  former  practice  of  leaving  the  lighter 
to  my  care ; the  first  time  he  took  Cato  with  him, 
leaving  Quashee  to  assist  in  taking  her  up  the  river, 
promising  that  Cato  should  join  us  there.  We  had 
a favourable  breeze,  and  plenty  of  time ; and  having 
heard  my  two  black  messmates  speak  very  highly  of 
a small  fruit  resembling  a plum,  by  them  called  per- 
simins,  I asked  Quashee,  as  I had  never  seen  any  of 
them,  if  he  knew  where  they  gi*ew  ? “ Yes,  Massa,” 

said  he,  “ me  know  dat ! dare  ! dare  !”  pointing  to 
a place,  and  seemingly  as  desirous  of  getting  some 
as  I was.  We  no  sooner  knew  each  other’s  mind 
than  we  made  the  vessel  fast,  and  landed  at  a place 
nearly  covered  with  prickly  berries,  which  hurt  my 
feet  very  much,  as  I was  without  shoes.  Neverthe- 
less, the  prospect  of  soon  gathering  an  abundant 
crop  of  sweets,  in  the  persunins,  enabled  me  to  bear 
the- pain  without  a murmur.  As  soon  as  we  were 
arrived  at  the  spot,  where  I expected  to  find  plenty. 

Now,  Quashee,”  inquired  I,  where  are  they 
“ Yonder,  Massa,”  said  Quashee,  pointing  to  another 
place ; on  we  walked,  and  soon  gained  the  spot, 
which  was  to  reward  us  both  for  loss  of  time,  and 
me  for  the  disappointment  and  pain  I was  suffering  ; 
but  no  persimins  appeared,  and  I had  reason  to 
believe  that  he  knew  no  more  of  the  fruit  than  I did. 
On  my  telling  him  the  opinion  I had  of  the  matt(!r, 
in  an  angry  tone,  he  became  quite  sulky,  reserved 
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in  conversation  on  our  way  to  the  lighter,  and 
scarcely  deigning  an  answer  to  several  questions 
proposed  to  him. 

We  had  some  time  to  redeem ; to  effect  wdiich  our 
best  endeavours  w'ere  used,  when  we  got  on  board : 
though  we  were  rather  delayed  by  the  appearance 
of  four  bears,  which  came  down  to  the  river  side, 
gazed  on  the  water  for  a short  time,  then  plunging 
in,  swam  across  to  a swamp.  Some  negroes  having 
seen  them  a short  time  before,  had  apprised  Mr. 
Barce  thereof,  whom  we  met  in  a canoe,  armed  with 
a gun,  and  attended  by  a black  boy,  in  pursuit  of 
them.  We  directed  him  to  the  place  where  they 
crossed  the  river,  but  they  evaded  the  most  diligent 
search,  thereby  escaping  the  death-dealing  gun  of 
the  overseer  of  Messrs.  George  and  Sandy  Bailey. 

Arrived  at  the  place  where  we  were  to  take  in  a 
quantity  of  shingles,  it  being  high  water,  and  the 
banks  a little  overflowed,  I requested  Quashee  to  go 
ashore,  the  better  to  assist  me  in  removing  the  sail, 
oars,  (kc.  from  the  vessel,  in  order  to  clear  her  for 
the  cargo.  “ Go  yourself,”  replied  he,  in  a tone 
indicating  discontent,  and  casting  on  me  a look  of 
savage  fierceness.  Having  received  instructions  to 
consider  myself  superior  to  any  slave,  and  to  expect 
subordination  from  all  entrusted  to  my  care,  and 
implicit  obedience  to  any  reasonable  request,  when 
he  refused  to  go  ashore,  I pushed  him,  but  not 
roughly,  with  the  end  of  a small  stick  wliich  I 
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picked  up ; when,  with  a countenance  more  horrid 
than  my  imagination  had  ever  bestowed  on  man, 
he  seized  the  axe  wdth  which  we  split  fire-wood, 
brandished  it  about  in  a menacing  manner,  and 
coming  towards  me,  very  sternly  said,  hat 
matter,  trike  neagre  ? Damme ! no  trike  neagre ! 
Finding  the  violence  of  his  passion,  I attempted  to 
assuage  it  by  a laugh  (forced  indeed),  and  good- 
humouredly  observed,  “ Quashee,  you  are  cross ! 

I am  sure  you  would  not  strike  me  with  the  axe . 
Would  you,  Quashee?”  Still  looking  very  gruff, 
he  replied,  ‘‘  You  no  trike  neagre ! Neagre  no  be 
triked !”  As  he  finished  the  last  sentence,  he  laid 
down  the  axe,  and  wdth  it  his  resentment.  Scarcely 
had  I begun  to  clear  the  vessel,  before  Quashee 
came  to  my  assistance,  and  the  storm  that  so  lately 
raged  in  his  breast  subsided;  a reconciliation  took 
place,  and  we  became  good  friends : but  dreading 
the  effects  of  his  irritable  temper,  I desired  Mr. 
Simpson  to  favour  me  wdth  another  person,  instead 
of  Quashee.  Tell  me  your  reason  for  washing  to 
change,  said  Mr.  Simpson ; I did  so,  without  ex- 
pecting to  hear  any  more  of  it : but  the  mate  w aited 
on  Mr.  Barce,  and  informed  him  of  Quashee’s  con- 
duct ; particularly  his  raising  his  hand  to  strike  a 
white  person,  which  w\as  an  unpardonable  crime. 

In  our  next  trip  up  the  river,  Mr.  Simpson  in- 
formed me  of  Mr.  Barce’s  desire  to  see  me  at  the 
negroes’  camp,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  to 
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the  wood  where  the  shingles  were  split.  It  was  on 
a small  but  beautiful  Island,  free  from  the  rude 
visits  of  the  Indians,  who  could  not  molest  them 
there:  in  this  place  the  negroes  encamped  during 
the  night,  and  thither  I accompanied  Mr.  Simpson, 
who  had  Quashee  also  with  him.  Mr.  Barce  and 
several  negroes  were  in  the  camp  when  we  arrived, 
and  I read  in  the  faces  of  the  attendant  blacks  that 
we  were  met  on  some  unpleasant  business : nor  was 
I long  ere  I found  out  what  that  business  was,  a 
knowledge  of  which  grieved  me  to  the  heart,  as 
Quashee  had  behaved  very  well  since  our  recon- 
ciliation. With  the  greatest  reluctance  I answered 
several  questions,  wishing  to  decline  them  altoge- 
ther. The  poor  culprit  shook  his  head,  when  the 
axe  was  mentioned ; and  finding  me  prevaricate,  the 
better  to  screen  him,  he  fi’equently  exclaimed,  “ No, 
Berri ! (Billy)  No,  no  !”  His  emotions  convinced  me 
that  he  felt  as  much  for  me  as  I did  for  him.  I was 
sensibly  affected,  and  could  not  refrain  shedding  tears; 
when  Mr.  Simpson  swore,  that  if  I did  not  tell  Mr. 
Barce  in  substance  the  whole  of  what  I had  told  him, 
he  would  strip  the  hide  off  my  back;  and  he  began 
to  prepare  a stick  for  the  purpose.  Havmg  already 
felt  the  weight  of  his  unmerciful  hand,  and  know- 
ing him  to  be  a strict  observer  of  his  word  in  acts 
of  cruelty,  I recapitulated  the  whole;  when  poor 
Quashee  was  sentenced  to  be  flogged;  and  by  a 
refinement  in  barbarity,  Mr.  Simpson  insisted  that 
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I should  inflict  the  punishment.  Insensible  soul! 
Barbarous  decision  ! With  tearful  eyes,  I saw  him 
tied  to  a strong  bough  of  a tree,  and  with  a heart 
luoved  by  compassion,  received  from  the  brutal  mate 
a stick,  with  instructions  to  strike,  and  spare  not. 

After  striking  him  thrice,  Mr.  Simpson,  perceiv- 
ing that  I did  not  wish  to  hurt  him,  swore  that  « if 
I did  not  do  different,  he  would  knock  me  down.” 
Nor  was  he  worse  than  his  word,  at  least  in  a clumsy 
attempt  at  it.  Mr.  Barce  humanely  interposed,  de- 
siring the  blustering  mate  not  to  force  me  to  punish 
the  man  whom  I did  not  charge  as  the  aggiessoi. 
- Aggressor  or  not,”  said  he,  his  passion  nearly 
choaking  him,  “ Til  teach  the  young  imp  to  pity  a 
black  1”  So  saying,  he  gave  me  a blow  full  m the 
face,  causing  me  to  reel,  and  painting  my  eye  the 
colour  of  Quashee’s  back.  Recovering  myself  before 
I fell  to  the  ground,  and  dreading  another  blow  from 
his  unwelcome  fist,  “ If  I must,  I must,”  said  I, 
giving  the  poor  fellow  a severe  stroke,  though  my 
heart  bled  as  I struck  him.  A sudden  jerk  liberated 
him  from  the  cord,  with  which  he  was  tied  by  the 
^vn•ist  to  the  bough  of  the  tree,  when,  plunging  into 
the  river,  he  swam  away,  and  was  soon  out  of  our 
sight;  nor  did  he  return  during  the  time  we  re- 
mained at  the  negroes’  camp,  which  pleased  me 
secretly,  though  I pretended  alarm,  as  Mr.  Simpson 
assured  me  that  if  he  did  not  return,  I should  have 
to  go  to  prison  until  he  was  paid  for. 
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Unfeeling  as  he  was  to  others,  tyrannical  in  dis- 
position, and  inflexibly  cruel,  on  our  way  to  the 
Neptune  he  evinced  signs  of  fear,  lest  I should  re- 
port his  conduct  to  the  captain,  as  I intended  to  do : 
and  by  way  of  palliating  his  unwarrantable  severity, 
remarked  on  the  consequences  of  negroes  being  al- 
lowed to  take  the  least  liberty  with  the  white  people, 
assuring  me  that  if  severity  was  not  resorted  to,  they 
would  soon  rise  and  massacre  the  whole  of  the  whites, 
without  regard  to  age  or  sex,  as  their  numbers  and 
physical  strength  so  far  exceeded  that  of  the  whites. 
I was  no  sooner  on  board  our  ship  than  Capt.  Coates 
came  up  to  me,  inquiring  how  I had  got  such  a 
black  eye?  Overawed  by  the  fear  I had  of  the 
mate’s  sanguinary  disposition,  and  knowing  myseli 
to  be  in  his  power,  I evaded  the  inquiry,  and  con- 
cealed the  truth,  so  that  the  captain  remained  ig- 
norant of  his  conduct ; the  best  part  of  which  was 
reprehensible,  the  worst  degrading  to  himself,  and 
injurious  to  all  who  had  the  misfortune  to  be  subject 
to  him. 

In  my  next  trip  to  Darien,  I witnessed  one  of 
those  inhuman  fights  that  so  mutilate  the  human 
face,  the  combatants  striving  to  excel  in  brutal  fero- 
city. The  quarrel  which  gave  birth  to  the  disgrace- 
ful struggle  in  question  arose  out  of  the  following 
circumstances: — Four  adventurers  from  the  back 
settlements,  bringing  a large  boat-load  of  staves  to 
barter  at  Manson  and  M’Cleod’s  store,  had  formed 
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a small  circular  encampment  with  the  boughs  of 
trees ; in  the  centre  was  a fire,  round  which,  when 
I first  saw  them,  they  were  seated,  drinking  punch. 
One  of  the  four  appeared  superior  to  the  rest ; his 
name  was  Lenox ; and  being  deputed  to  carry  on 
the  barter,  he  left  the  party  for  that  pui*pose,  leav- 
ing behind  him  his  rifle-barrelled  gun,  of  which  each 
of  the  adventurers  had  one.  During  his  absence, 
one  of  the  party  taking  up  his  gun,  was  prevailed 
on  by  another,  after  much  persuasion,  to  fire  it  off 
at  an  oyster-shell  that  was  placed  against  a tree,  at 
the  distance  of  sixty  paces.  The  firer  placed  the  ball 
within  three  inches  of  the  marine  target : but  the 
report  caught  the  attention  of  Lenox,  who  came 
running  to  the  spot  to  know  the  cause  of  a piece 
being  fired ; no  one  returned  an  answer  to  the  in- 
quiry, when,  examining  his  own  musket,  he  found 
that  it  had  been  discharged.  Angry  at  the  foolish 
AVaste  of  ammunition,  he  insisted  on  being  informed 
who  it  was  that  had  fired  it  off.  When  he  Avho  had 
persuaded  his  comrade  to  the  act,  related  the  whole 
affair ; Avhich  irritated  Lenox  to  such  a degree,  that 
I thought  he  Avould  have  shot  either  one  or  the  other 
of  them.  Language  was  scarcely  copious  enough  to 
afford  him  abusive  epithets  to  bestow  on  the  person 
Avho  reluctantly  fired  off  the  musket,  which  he  bore 
Avith  great  patience  for  a long  time,  but  which  at 
last  provoked  the  young  man,  Avho  Avas  strong  and 
active.  The  squabble  produced  a challenge  from 
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Lenox,  whose  personal  appearance  was  rather  un- 
healthy : the  young  man  eagerly  accepted  it ; Avhen 
they,  accompanied  by  the  other  two  and  myself, 
walked  into  the  footpath,  a few  yards  from  their 
circular  encampment. 

Not  knowing  their  method  of  fighting,  but  seeing 
them  strip  off  their  shirts,  I concluded  that  I should 
witness  the  English  method  of  settling  a dispute,  a 
boxing  match.  When  ready,  they  approached  each 
other  w'ith  the  greatest  caution,  like  men  well  read 
in  pugilistic  science,  and  I expected  seeing  a well- 
contested  battle,  allowing  for  the  disparity  of  ap- 
parent strength ; but,  when  they  met,  all  thoughts 
of  science  vanished : an  English  tyro,  from  the 
school  of  Johnson,  would  have  beat  them  both  in  a 
couple  of  rounds.  In  fact,  it  was  not  boxing ; for, 
seizing  fast  hold  of  each  other,  in  an  instant  both 
were  on  the  ground  together,  rolling  amongst  the 
brush- wood,  and  grappling  one  another.  To  my 
surprise,  neither  of  their  companions  interfered,  be- 
fore Lenox  cried  out — Take  him  off!”  The  call 
was  instantly  complied  with ; when,  on  getting  up, 
he  appeared  a shocking  spectacle,  part  of  tlie  skin  of 
his  forehead,  with  his  eyebrow,  was  hanging  upon 
his  face,  and  the  blood  streamed  down  his  cheeks. 
The  pendant  skin  was  replaced  and  bound  with  a 
handkerchief,  and  the  affair  terminated.  In  an  an- 
swer to  a question.  How  it  happened  ? I understood 
that  he  had  hit  it,  and  supposed  against  a sharp 
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piece  of  wood,  when  rolling  on  the  ground.  But 
when  I inquired  of  his  antagonist  into  the  manner 
in  wdiich  he  had  received  his  severe  wound,  he,  with 
the  greatest  composure,  rectified  the  mistake  I la- 
boured under,  by  informing  me  it  was  bit ; assuring 
me  that  a quantity  of  hairs  were  then  sticking  in  his 
teeth.  The  indignation  I felt  at  the  recital  of  such 
brutal  conduct  prompted  me  to  remonstrate  with 
him,  on  the  impropriety  of  man  reducing  himself  to 
a level  -with  the  brutes  of  the  forest,  Mdiich  were 
denied  the  advantage  of  reason.  But  I might  as 
well  have  talked  to  a hyena ; with  the  savage  grin 
of  that  animal,  he  declared  that  Lenox  had  made 
several  atteiupts  to  gouge  him,  and  that  if  his  com- 
panions had  not  taken  him  off,  he  W'ould  have  torn 
Lenox  limb  from  limb.  On  inquiring  what  gouging 
was,  he  explained  it  to  be — twisting  the  hair  round 
the  fore  finger  of  each  hand,  then  thrusting  the  two 
thumbs  with  great  violence  against  the  eyes,  and 
dexterously  turning  them  out  of  their  sockets.  Bad 
as  our  mate  was,  he  abominated  the  practice  of  goug- 
ing, and  desired  me  not  to  associate  with  people 
capable  of  such  ferocious  actions,  saying  he  had 
heard  of  savages  gouging  each  other,  but  never  saw 
any  thing  of  the  kind.  Nor  could  I have  supposed 
it  possible  for  men,  in  a state  of  civilization,  to  bite 
apd  tear  one  another,  and  regret  that  they  could  not 
thrust  out  each  others  eyes,  had  I not  beheld  the 
one,  and  lieard  of  attempts  to  effect  the  other. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Visit  to  the  hospitable  Mansion  of  Messrs.  Bailey — To  the  Negroes’ 
Camp — Cruel  treatment  received  from  Mr.  Simpson — The 
Cajrtain  discharges  liim  in  consequence — Negro  Chapel — 
Alligators — Indian  War — False  Alarm — Snakes — Herds  of 
Swine — Fish — Birds — Mosquitoes — Romantic  Adventure. 

Mr.  Simpson  one  day  invited  me  to  accompany 
him  to  Messrs.  Bailey’s,  where  he  was  going  to  dine  ; 
nor  would  he  allow  me  to  decline  the  favour,  not- 
withstanding I had  only  trowsers,  shirt,  and  hat, 
along  with  me.  At  his  request,  I procured  a canoe, 
very  long,  but  narrow ; in  which  we  set  off  against 
the  tide.  Our  paddles  w^ere  none  of  the  best,  and, 
as  Mr.  Simpson  knew  their  hour  of  dining,  and  was 
a lover  of  good  cheer,  the  fear  of  being  too  late 
stimulated  him  to  exertions  such  as  I had  never 
witnessed  in  him  before.  Every  few  minutes  out 
came  his  watch : time  flew  more  rapidly  than  our 
canoe,  though  he  used  his  paddle  like  a galley  slave 
his  oar,  under  the  eye  of  an  imperious  master.  All 
would  not  do,  the  tide  ran  strong,  and  our  paddles 
were  of  little  service  ; so  that,  at  the  mate’s  sugges- 
tion, we  pulled  up  the  canoe  by  the  reeds  growing 
along  the  side  of  the  water,  landed  near  an  Indigo 
vat,  and  hauled  the  canoe  out  of  the  water.  Once 
more  his  watch  was  out,  and  off  we  set,  like  two 
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well-matched  pedestrians,  struggling  to  attain  the 
destined  goal,  and  bear  away  the  prize.  The  ad- 
vantage was  decidedly  mine,  if  I durst  have  passed 
him  ; youth,  and  a light  dress,  must  have  triumphed 
over  him,  oppressed  as  he  was  w’ith  the  weight  of  a 
great  watch  coat,  in  despite  of  his  earnest  desire  to 
arrive  in  pudding  time.  About  half  an  English  mile 
from  the  Indigo  vat,  stood  the  elegant  residence  of 
the  Messrs.  Bailey,  pleasantly  situated  on  a beaudful 
piece  of  ground.  No  sooner  had  we  arrived  in  sight 
of  the  house,  than  I dropt  astern  of  the  mate,  who 
by  this  time  .was  puffing  and  blowing  with  his 
exertions.  Etiquette  required  that  I should  follow 
at  the  distance  of  about  four  yards,  w hich  I observed 
with  the  utmost  precision.  W hen  thus  marching, 
we  appeared  clumsy  representatives  of  a military 
officer,  and  his  orderly  man,  I sporting  in  my  right 
hand  part  of  a bottle  of  rum  in  lieu  of  a cane. 

Arrived  within  a few  yards  of  the  house,  Mrs. 
Bailey  came  to  the  door,  to  w^elcome  Mr.  Simpson, 
who  gave  me  a signal  to  halt.  Obedient  to  his 
orders,  I mounted  guard,  for  the  first  time,  near  an 
outbuilding  opposite  the  window  of  the  dining-room, 
into  which,  without  orders,  I took  several  peeps.  I 
also  surveyed  the  other  buildings,  one  of  which 
proved  to  be  an  excellently  filled  larder,  containing 
half  an  ox,  several  quarters  and  detached  parts  of 
wild  boars  and  deer ; also,  a number  of  scuttle  butts, 
containing  turtles.  Well  might  the  mate  leave  me 
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with  the  negroes,  thought  I,  as  I viewed  this  store- 
house of  plenty,  though  he  now  appeared  unpardon- 
able in  removing  the  provisions  from  the  lighter,  as 
he  used  to  do.  The  company  withdrew  from  the 
dining-room  as  soon  as  dinner  was  ended,  and  I 
began  to  think  myself  neglected,  if  not  forgotten. 
I frequently  reconnoitered  the  premises,  but  saw 
no  body  except  domestics,  who  appeared  numerous, 
and  of  every  shade,  from  white  to  black.  The  affable 
Mrs.  Bailey,  however,  relieved  guard,  coming  to 
the  door,  and  beckoning  with  her  hand  for  me  to 
approach;  I obeyed  the  signal,  and  was  ushered 
into  the  dining-room  by  the  good  lady,  where  I 
found  the  table  most  sumptuously  set  out  for  me. 
Unused  for  a long  time  to  a second  dish,  I felt  at  a 
loss  which  to  attack  first ; and  seemed,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  benevolent  hostess,  to  “ famish  at  a feast.” 
Perceiving  my  diffidence,  she  very  politely  bade  me 
make  free,  assuring  me  that  I was  welcome  to  all 
on  the  table,  assisting  me  to  some  curried  fowl,  and 
a glass  of  rum  and  water.  Again  she  pressed  me  to 
help  myself  unreservedly,  and  left  the  room ; it  was 
elegantly  furnished,  and  opposite  to  the  seat  I took 
was  a looking  glass,  large  enough  to  take  in  the 
image  of  the  whole  table,  and  affording  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  myself.  Seldom  had  I seen  a greater 
contrast  than  was  exhibited  betAveen  my  appearance, 
that  of  a poor,  dirty,  miserable  looking  young  man, 
and  the  whole  of  the  surrounding  objects,  in  Avhich 
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taste,  elegance  and  cleanliness,  were  eminently  con- 
spicuous. 

After  dining,  and  surveying  myself  a little  in  the 
glass,  Mrs.  Bailey  entered  the  room,  and,  as  before, 
urged  me  to  help  myself,  and  make  a good  dinner. 

I thanked  her,  assuringherthat  I had  done  so  already, 
and  well  I might,  for  I had  eaten,  more  or  less,  of 
almost  every  dish  on  the  table.  Anxious  to  i endei 
me  more  comfortable,  she  made  me  another  glass 
of  grog,  and  a prime  one  it  was,  large,  strong  and 
pleasant ; recpiiring  some  time  to  drink  it.  Before 
I had  despatched  it,  Mr.  Simpson  came,  and  said  it 
was  time  to  be  moving,  or  we  should  have  to  con- 
tend against  the  tide  on  our  return  to  Darien.  Both 
satisfied  with  the  treatment  we  had  experienced,  we 
left  the  hospitable  house  of  the  Baileys,  and  proceeded 
to  the  canoe  j though  we  were  ill  calculated  to  main- 
tain the  speed  we  travelled  at  a few  hours  before. 
Nevertheless,  we  arrived  at  the  landing  place  soon 
enough  to  take  advantage  of  the  tide,  assisted  by 
which  we  soon  arrived  at  Darien ; the  time  appearing 
much  shorter  than  usual,  by  reason  of  Mr.  Simpson 
being  uncommonly  pleasant  in  his  conversation, 
cracking  some  lively  jokes,  and  diverting  me  with  a 
brief  sketch  of  some  of  his  amusements,  &c.  As 
yet,  unhackneyed  in  the  arts  of  dissimulation,  I drew 
false  conclusions  from  his  friendly  intercourse,  anti- 
cipating pleasure  from  what  I conceived  an  altered 
conduct ; but  I soon  found  out  my  mistake,  for,  m 
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our  very  next  trip,  he  left  me  as  before,  with  this 
only  difference,  that,  instead  of  Quashee,  I was 
favoured  with  an  intelligent  black,  from  Vvdiose  con- 
versation I derived  much  pleasure,  and  some  useful 
information. 

After  putting  Mr.  Simpson  ashore,  we  proceeded 
to  a place  near  the  negroes’  camp,  and  took  in  a 
(]uantity  of  shingles.  At  the  usual  time  of  leaving 
off  work  for  the  day,  the  negroes,  who  had  been 
working  in  the  woods,  came  down,  and  prepared  to 
go  to  the  camp,  inviting  Cato  and  Boatswain,  our 
new  messmate,  to  go  with  them,  and  spend  the 
evening.  No  arguments  were  necessary  to  persuade 
them  to  go,  when  pastime  invited;  though  many 
were  used  on  my  part  to  induce  them  to  stay,  from 
a fear  I had  of  being  left  in  the  lighter  by  myself, 
as  a number  of  Spaniards  from  St.  Augustine  had 
recently  been  in  the  rivers,  and  at  different  stores, 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  bartering,  of  whom  I 
had  no  better  opinion  than  of  the  Indians.  From 
this  circumstance,  and  as  I should  have  been  left 
without  provisions  if  I had  remained,  I agreed  to  go 
with  the  whole  party ; preparatory  to  which,  getting 
the  lighter  into  the  middle  of  the  river,  which  was 
not  wide,  we  let  go  our  anchor,  allowing  a sufficient 
length  of  cable,  to  prevent  its  dragging.  M e then 
repaired  to  the  camp,  where  each  family  had  its 
wiffwam,  or  tent,  in  which,  at  one  of  the  ends  pur- 
posely  left  open,  the  females  immediately  made  a 
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fire,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  their  supper.  The 
meal  consisted  principally  of  Indian  corn,  hommony, 
and  red  peas,  of  which  they  kindly  invited  me  to 
partake.  The  wigwam  that  I remained  in  during 
the  night  belonged  to  an  aged  negi’o,  who  had  his 
wife  with  him : he  bore  the  name  of  Uncle  Toby, 
was  very  well  disposed ; religious,  without  affecta- 
tion ; and  regretted  that  they  had  not  a chapel,  like 
the  negroes  of  Mr.  M’Quin,  of  Sapello  Island.  Uncle 
Toby’s  conversation  was  of  a moral  cast,  enlivened 
by  anecdotes,  picked  up  in  the  course  of  a long  life, 
causing  the  night  to  pass  away  in  a manner  as  agree- 
able as  unexpected. 

At  day-light  I mustered  Cato  and  Boatswain,  and 
returned  to  the  lighter,  when,  to  our  mortification, 
we  found  her  one-third  under  water,  having  caught 
hold  of  the  bank  of  the  river,  when  in  the  act  of 
swinging,  at  the  setting  out  of  the  ebb-tide.  The 
shingles  taken  in  the  evening  before  wxre  at  that 
eiid  of  the  vessel  that  was  aground.  The  negroes 
belonging  to  the  camp  soon  mustered,  and  we  crossed 
the  river  with  them  : but  in  the  forenoon,  before  the 
lighter  floated,  Mr.  Simpson,  along  with  Mr.  Barce, 
came  up  to  us  in  a canoe.  With  rage  blazing  in  his 
eyes,  the  mate,  whose  example  w'e  had  been  copying, 
gazed  first  on  me  and  then  on  the  two  blacks,  as  if 
at  a loss  to  determine  whom  to  assail  first — Cato, 
Boatswain,  or  me.  However,  he  did  not  hesitate 
long,  but  with  a piece  of  rope  beat  me  most  unmer- 
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cifully ; notwithstanding  that  Mr.  Barce  interceded 
for  a remission  of  punishment.  With  savage  fury, 
he  next  attacked  the  two  blacks,  using  them  most 
barbarously ; after  which,  determined  to  satiate  his 
vindictive  nature,  he  fell  on  me  a second  time,  with 
more  than  brutal  fierceness : having  a rush  basket  in 
my  hand,  I warded  off  many  blows,  though  I could 
not  prevent  a severe  one  taking  effect  on  my  face, 
which  had  suffered  much  in  his  first  attack  upon  me. 
Fortunate  was  it  for  this  monster  in  human  shape, 
that  Mr.  Barce  was  present;  for  his  cruelty  had 
driven  me  almost  to  desperation,  and  I was  ready  to 
take  ample  revenge.  Mr.  Barce  accompanied  us  to 
Darien,  but  spoke  not  a word  to  Mr.  Simpson  the 
whole  of  the  way.  As  soon  as  we  arrived  at  Darien, 

I ventured  to  ask  Mr.  Barce  if  I could  not  have  re- 
dress. He  said,  the  attempt  would  be  attended  with 
much  difficulty,  as  there  were  not  any  magistrates 
then  in  that  part.  Poor  consolation,  thought  I,  as 
I thanked  him  for  the  information,  and  for  his  inter- 
ference in  my  behalf. 

We  parted,  and  set  off  for  the  Neptune;  silence 
prevailed,  scarcely  a word  being  exchanged  from 
Darien  to  the  ship.  I was  the  first  out  of  the  four 
to  get  on  board,  followed  by  the  negligent  mate, 
who,  conscious  of  having  acted  very  iiuproperly,  and 
dreading  a disclosure,  reminded  me  by  his  looks  of 
the  physiognomical  observation,  ‘‘  his  very  looks 
would  hang  him.”  Captain  Coates  soon  saw  the 
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disfigured  state  of  my  face,  and  immediately  entered 
into  an  investigation  of  the  cause.  I pointed  to  ISI^r. 
Simpson,  and  burst  into  tears.  Rightly  concluding 
that  I was  intimidated  by  the  mate’s  presence,  he 
desired  me  to  walk  aft,  along  with  him ; I gladly 
obeyed,  and,  on  the  quarter-deck,  recounted  to 
him  nearly  every  circumstance  connected  with  our 
transactions  ashore.  The  captain  seemed  sensibly 
affected ; but  the  mate  clenched  his  fist  at  me,  tacitly 
threatening  what  he  never  had  the  power  to  per- 
form ; for,  being  summoned  before  the  captain,  and 
interrogated  respecting  his  conduct,  he  stood,  “ mute 
as  a shell-fish,”  self-convicted.  Never  did  arrogance 
appear  more  crest-fallen ! Never  did  tyranny  appear 
more  baffled  and  confounded  ! Unable  to  contradict 
facts,  he  made  no  reply ; but,  biting  his  lips,  heard 
himself  called  by  every  epithet  significant  of  unwor- 
thiness : after  which,  the  captain  insisted  on  his  im- 
mediately leaving  the  ship,  or,  said  he,  “ I will 
throw  you  overboard,  clothes  and  all.” 

A few  minutes  put  the  whole  crew  in  possession  of 
the  intelligence,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more 
gratifying,  or  more  unexpected.  Like  Cardinal 
Wolsey,  this  hour  saw  him  in  the  zenith  of  power; 
the  next  witnessed  his  deep  disgrace,  unlamented, 
scouted,  and  even  abused  by  all  over  v'hom  he  had 
so  lately  exercised  his  wanton  cruelty.  Knowing 
that  Captain  Coates  was  not  to  be  trifled  with,  he 
immediately  packed  up  his  trunk,  and  proceeded. 
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in  our  boat,  to  a small  sloop  from  New  Providence, 
Capt.  Clark,  which  had  arrived  during  our  absence. 
Abuse  was  poured  on  his  name,  as  he  descended  the 
side  of  the  brig  into  the  boat ; and,  if  foul  language 
could  have  hurt  any  thing  of  liim  besides  his  feelings, 
the  clumsy  oaths  of  the  well-pleased  crew  would  cer- 
tainly have  sunk  him  to  the  bottom.  This  was  the 
second  instance  in  which  I had  seen  truth  and  justice 
eminently  triumph  over  oppression,  confirming  the 
adage,  that  Honesty  is  the  best  policy.” 

From  the  severity  of  the  treatment  I had  received. 
Captain  Coates  not  only  excused  my  going  up  the 
river  the  next  trip,  but  allowed  me  to  go  ashore  on 
Sapello  Island,  where  I spent  some  time  most  agree- 
ably with  Mr.  M’Quin’s  armourer,  Lefebre,  and  his 
assistant,  Anthony,  a Dane ; of  whom  I inquired 
about  the  chapel  mentioned  by  Uncle  Toby  in  the 
negroes’  camp.  His  account,  I found,  w'as  correct  ; 
on  visiting  the  chapel,  which  was  nothing  more  than 
a hut,  inhabited  by  an  old  blind  negro  woman,  who 
had  a person  to  assist  her  occasionally,  I asked  her 
several  questions,  particularly  as  to  the  time  of  meet- 
ing, also  the  name,  and  religious  profession  of  their 
minister.  She  informed  me,  that  no  one  officiated 
regularly,  but  sometimes  one  person,  sometimes 
another ; and,  as  well  as  she  was  able,  gave  me  to 
understand  that  God  was  no  respecter  of  j^ersons. 
Black,  white,  tawny,  all  good  people  would  go  to 
heaven ! 
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At  one  of  their  evening  meetings,  comprising  both 
sexes,  such  was  the  ridiculous  language  made  use  of 
by  the  man  who  was  holding  forth,  that  I could  not 
refrain  from  laughing,  though  without  any  desire  to 
hurt  his  feelings,  or  in  the  least  to  give  offence  to  his 
auditors.  I had  not  been  in  the  chapel  long,  before 
the  whole  congregation  commenced  singing — “ Hal- 
lelujah ! hallelujah!  hallelujah!  praise  the  Lord!” 
repeating  the  same  words  for  at  least  ten  minutes ; 
after  which  the  officiating  negro  offered  up  a pray  er, 
much  like  the  prayers  of  the  unlettered  Methodists 
of  England.  I did  not  see  a Bible  amongst  them ; 
probably  not  one  of  the  whole  congregation  could 
have  read  it,  had  Mr.  M’Quin  furnished  them  w’ith 
one : simplicity  was  the  leading  feature  of  the  meet- 
ing; their  intentions  were  laudable,  though  their 
language  was  uncouth.  And  doubtless  He,  w ho  ac- 
cepteth  the  weakest  efforts  of  the  heart,  if  performed 
from  pure  motives,  turned  not  a deaf  ear  to  their 
earnest  supplications.  They  assured  me  they  felt 
happy  in  worshipping  God,  and  I was  confident  they 
did  their  best.  May  their  hopes  of  happiness  be 
realized  in  fruition  of  bliss,  and  their  partially-en- 
lightened souls  shine  with  refulgent  glory,  in  regions 
of  immortality  beyond  the  grave ! 

After  Mr.  Simpson’s  disgraceful  dismissal,  I en- 
joyed pleasure  in  each  trip  up  the  rivers,  in  which  ser- 
vice I was  continued,  as  well  as  Cato  and  Boatswain, 
till  our  ship  was  freighted.  In  some  of  these  trips 
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we  saw  innumerable  alligators,  and,  in  a lagoon 
about  forty  yards  long  by  twenty-five  broad,  we  had 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  feed.  At  a short 
distance  from  this  pond,  or  lagoon,  which  ran  pa- 
rallel with  the  bank  of  the  river,  our  lighter  came 
aground,  and  we  got  out  to  collect  oysters,  "with 
which  this  place  abounded.  Great  quantities  of  fish 
■were  generally  left  in  this  and  other  lagoons,  at  the 
ebbing  of  the  tide,  whither  tlie  alligators  resort,  and 
into  which  they  plunge,  when,  by  reason  of  the-great 
quantity  of  mud  stirred  up,  as  the  settlers  and  negroes 
say,  the  fishes  become  inactive,  and  fall  an  easy  prey 
to  their  huge  enemies.  The  water  was  in  constant 
agitation,  and  above  the  surface  we  could  frequently 
see  their  backs  and  heads,  as  they  approached  the 
side  next  to  the  bed  of  the  river,  where  the  water 
was  shallow.  Accustomed  now  to  the  sight  and  near 
approach  of  these  amphibious  monsters,  I could  look 
on  them  -without  fear,  and  have  often  gone  out  of  my 
way  to  gain  a better  view  of  them,  when  assembled 
in  shoals,  or  to  gaze  on  an  uncommonly  large  one  if 
alone ; but  they  invariably  made  off,  when  on  the 
land ; or  sunk,  if  in  the  water. 

Inconceivably  great  are  their  numbers  in  these 
parts,  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  bear  in 
mind  that  they  are  quite  harmless,  and  therefore 
allowed  to  breed  without  molestation;  and  that, 
although  their  flesh  is  eaten,  yet,  as  superior  food 
abounds,  and  as  they  are  with  difficulty  killed,  they 
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are  unworthy  the  notice  of  the  sportsman.  At  high 
water,  they  frequently  swim  on  the  marshes,  wliere, 
falling  asleep,  they  are  left  at  the  receding  of  the 
tide : whenever  w'e  found  that  to  be  the  case,  our 
united  voices,  vociferating  the  monosyllable  ho  ! ho  ! 
ho  ! at  the  same  time  clapping  our  hands  together, 
broke  their  slumbers,  and  off  they  made  towards  the 
river ; no  matter  what  the  height  of  the  bank,  if  ten 
or  tAvelve  feet,  down  they  precipitated  themselves 
into  the  water,  and  immediately  sunk,  inducing  a 
belief  that  they  are  not  merely  harmless,  but  even 
timid. 

The  banks  of  the  river,  where  they  breed,  are  full 
of  holes,  capacious  enough  to  hold  them  : they  are 
oviparous  animals,  and  the  whole  place,  during  the 
time  of  incubation,  has  an  unpleasant  stench,  caused 
by  the  numerous  broken  eggs,  and  dead  embryos, 
exposed  to  the  sun.  In  one  of  my  excursions,  I had 
an  opportunity  of  satisfying  myself  of  the  length  of 
one,  which  lay  dead  in  the  mud : it  was  upwards  of 
thirty  feet,  and,  as  its  head  -was  much  smaller,  and 
its  body  less  in  girth  than  many  others  I had  seen, 
I am  of  opinion  that  some  of  them  considerably  ex- 
ceed that  length,  and  would,  if  ferocious,  appal  the 
stoutest  heart.  No  sooner  had  I measured  its  length, 
and  surveyed  its  mail-covered  body,  than,  to  the 
mind’s  eye,  stood  presented  those  myriads  of  mites, 
enjoying  animal  life,  in  the  piece  of  decayed  cheese 
that  I rescued  from  the  black  boy  at  Grenada. 
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I compared  them  with  these  gigantic  animals,  and 
was  lost  in  astonishment;  convinced  that  nothing 
less  than  infinite  wisdom  could  have  devised  the 
wonderful  and  vai*ying  plans  of  organic  structure, 
nor  aught  less  than  omnific  power  have  carried  them 
mto  execution. 

I now  bea-an  to  have  interviews  with  some  of  the 

o 

back-settlers,  who  had  for  the  most  part  held  com- 
missions in  the  American  army  during  the  war,  and 
who  still  bore  the  rank,  but  received  no  sort  of  pay  ; 
having  had  land  granted  them  in  lieu  thereof,  which 
some  of  them  cultivated,  whilst  others  were  too  indo- 
lent to  work,  and  appeared  very  shabby.  I generally 
met  with  them  at  their  bonfire  meetings,  which  are 
held  in  an  open  place  in  some  wood,  for  the  purpose 
of  communicating  with  each  other,  as  they  generally 
live  in  insulated  situations,  and  are  consequently 
denied  the  advantage  of  daily  conference.  When 
any  thing  of  moment  is  to  be  imparted  or  discussed, 
a negro  is  sent  round  to  all  the  persons  interested,  to 
inform  them  where  and  at  what  time  a meeting  is 
desired.  A fire  is  prepared  in  the  appointed  place 
of  rendezvous,  to  which  place  each  brings  with  him 
whatever  refreshment  he  pleases,  and  for  his  safety 
a rifle  gun. 

At  the  meetings  I attended,  the  conversation 
chiefly  turned  on  the  Indian  war,  together  with  the 
best  means  of  saving  themselves  from  the  fury  of 
the  Indians.  Some,  though  real  danger  threatened. 
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treated  the  subject  witli  great  levity,  exaggerating 
former  acts  of  cruelty  to  such  a degree,  that  the 
more  timid  and  credulous  were  ready  to  creep  into 
the  fire  at  the  very  name  of  Indian.  Had  one  shown 
his  copper-coloured  face  amongst  the  bushes,  I be- 
lieve that  nine  out  of  ten  would  have  tried  the  cele- 
rity of  their  feet,  nor  should  I have  lagged  behind. 
As  Mr.  Lefebre,  of  Sapello  Island,  had  mentioned 
the  cause  of  the  Indian  war,  when  I was  last  in  his 
company,  and  as  the  subject  engrossed  the  attention 
of  the  back-settlers,  I presumed  to  ask  one  of  them 
his  opinion  of  the  most  probable  cause  thereof.  He 
unhesitatingly  informed  me,  that  a few  years  ago  a 
most  destructive  war  was  carried  on  between  the 
back-settlers  and  the  Indians,  but  that  Congress 
interfering,  matters  were  amicably  settled.  A treaty 
was  framed,  which  was  to  be  binding  alike  on  both 
parties,  stipulating  that,  whichsoever  of  the  parties 
should  commit  depredations  on  the  other,  the  aggres- 
sor, if  an  Indian,  should  be  sent,  when  discovered, 
to  Augusta,  and  be  punished  for  such  offence,  ac- 
cording to  the  American  laws ; or  if  an  American, 
that  he  should  be  delivered  up  to  the  Indians.  I was 
informed  that  the  Indian  interpreter  was  at  that  time 
named  Price. 

Every  thing  went  on  well,  and  the  Indians  came 
to  the  stores  to  barter,  acting  with  the  greatest  mte- 
grity  in  all  their  dealings,  but  the  baseness  of  some 
of  the  back-settlers  destroyed  all  confidence,  and 
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plunged  the  two  powers  into  the  most  dreadful 
hostilities.  A party  of  five  Indians  perceiving  a 
number  of  men  and  boys  at  work  in  a pine-barren, 
sawing  and  squaring  timber,  came  up  to  them. 
Perceiving  that  they  were  come  for  the  purpose  of 
barter,  the  woodcutters  desired  the  Indians  to  favour 
them  with  an  inspection  of  their  commodities : they 
instantly  complied,  unpacked  their  bundles,  and 
exhibited  gi-eat  quantities  of  bear,  deer,  and  racoon 
skins,  also  a quantity  of  potted  venison.  Innocent 
themselves,  they  suspected  not  villany  in  others, 
but  they  soon  saw  their  property  decrease;  these 
supposed  store-keepers  taking  whatever  avarice  co- 
veted, without  returning  any  thing,  except  abusive 
language,  to  the  just  remonstrances  of  the  Indians. 
From  words,  they  proceeded  to  blows;  the  contest 
proved  fatal  to  the  injured  Indians,  one  of  whom 
alone  escaped  with  his  life ; and  some  of  the  unprin- 
cipled wretches  soon  divided  the  property  amongst 
themselves. 

The  surviving  Indian  arrived  in  his  own  nation, 
where  he  related  to  the  Chiefs  the  whole  of  the 
nefarious  and  murderous  transaction.  Alive  to  the 
interests  of  their  countrymen,  they  stated  the  cir- 
cumstance to  Mr.  Price,  desiring  him  to  lay  the 
same  before  the  Magistrates  at  Augusta,  enabling 
them  to  demand  four  of  the  people  who  had  been 
guilty  of  robbery  and  murder,  in  order  to  have  them 
punished,  agreeably  to  the  treaty.  Mr.  Price  wrote 
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on  the  subject,  but,  receiving  no  ans-w^er,  tlie  Indians 
became  enraged.  Their  interpreter  wrote  a second 
letter ; in  answer  to  which,  the  Magistrates  requested 
that  time  might  be  allowed,  to  enable  them  to  dis- 
cover the  perpetrators  of  the  outrage.  Inquiry  was 
vain ; the  delinquents  fled  the  country,  thereby 
baffling  the  vigilance  of  the  Magistrates.  The 
Indians,  still  dissatisfied,  caused  another  lettei  to 
be  written  j in  which  Mr.  Price  stated,  that  if  foui 
people  were  not  sent  to  be  punished,  they  weie 
determined  to  go  to  war.  As  soon  as  their  deter- 
mination was  announced,  the  leading  men  reflected 
on  the  error  they  had  committed,  in  not  securing  the 
offenders.  The  idea  of  again  being  exposed  to  the 
horrors  of  Avar,  in  a bad  cause  too,  threAv  the  Avhole 
into  the  greatest  dismay:  what  to  do,  they  knew 
not : send  four  innocent  men,  they  could  not ; and 
Congress  would  not  interfere,  as  they  had  neglected 
securing  the  violators  of  the  treaty.  All  Avas  con- 
sternation: they  saw  their  fate,  and  lamented  it, 
but  could  not  avert  the  calamity.  Many  Avho  lived 
near  the  rivers,  had  their  valuables  packed  up,  and 
their  boats  in  a state  of  readiness,  to  elude  the  In- 
dians, of  whose  uiiAvelcome  visits  Ave  received  fresh 
accounts  daily.  Thus  stand  affairs  at  present, 
said  the  obliging  narrator : “ I hope,  young  man,” 
resumed  he,  “ I have  been  sufficiently  explicit  in 
satisfying  your  inquiring  mind ; I also  hope  I have 
been  influenced  by  truth,  in  attempting  to  acquaint 
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you  with  the  cause  of  the  lamented  war,  which  all 
good  men  must  deplore,  and  too  many  feel  the  effects 
of.  When  he  had  finished,  I assured  him  I under- 
stood him  perfectly  well;  thanked  him  for  the  favour 
he  had  conferred  on  me ; left  him  and  the  bonfire- 
meeting,  musing  on  the  fatal  effects  of  cupidity,  and 
invoking  heaven  to  preserve  me  from  its  contami- 
nating influence,  as  I journeyed  through  life. 

About  this  time  we  went  up  the  river,  above  the 
negroes’  camp,  and  found  that  they  had  left  the  place 
of  their  former  encampment.  On  our  return,  we 
peiceived  three  or  four  people,  w'ho,  we  were  appre- 
hensive, were  Indians.  Although  it  was  dusk,  we 
could  ascertain  their  attitudes ; one  was  leaning  with 
his  right  arm  upon  a wigwam,  the  others  were  seated 
or  laid  on  the  ground.  As  we  passed  in  the  boat, 
I laid  down,  peeping  over  the  gunwale,  every  mo- 
ment expecting  a shot  at  Cato  or  Boatswain ; but 
no  shot  was  fired:  not  a word  escaped  the  supposed 
Indians,  though  my  two  black  comrades  were  con- 
fident they  were  such,  waiting  an  opportunity  to 
scalp  such  as  fell  into  their  hands.  With  a mind 
impressed  with  fear  at  the  state  of  affairs,  as  related 
by  the  back-settler,  and  still  more  at  the  appearance 
of  the  men  whom  we  had  just  passed,  I urged  to 
Cato  and  Boatswain  the  necessity  of  extraordinary 
exertions,  to  enable  us  not  only  to  save  ourselves, 
but  to  put  Messrs.  Manson  and  M’Cleod  on  their 
guard.  They,  more  alarmed  than  myself,  saw  the 
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'wisdom  of  my  observation,  and  'we  made  the  best  of 
our  way  to  Darien,  where,  like  many  others  who 
suffer  fear  to  impair  their  judgment,  we  spread  an 
alarm. 

All  was  bustle.  Every  thing  moveable,  and  of 
value,  was  put  into  a state  fit  for  removal.  Messrs. 
Manson  and  M'Cleod  had  at  this  time  visiters, 
amongst  whom  was  an  elderly  lady,  who  was  almost 
terrified  to  death,  lest  the  Indians  should  fall  in  w ith 
Iier  family  and  destroy  them.  They  politely  invited 
me  to  remain  with  them  all  night : though  no  lover 
of  knight-errantry,  I accepted  the  invitation,  not  so 
much  for  the  honour  thereof,  as  that  I might  enable 
them  to  stow  any  thing  of  value  into  our  lighter  ; 
for,  to  say  the  truth,  I was  very  little  better  than  the 
lady,  and  though  I had  no  family  for  the  Indians  to 
fall  in  with,  I had  myself  to  take  care  of,  and  should 
not  have  liked  to  furnish  the  best  amongst  them  with 
a Yorkshire  scalp. 

Alarmed  as  all  were  at  Darien,  by  the  intelligence 
we  had  conmiunicated,  their  fears  were  much  height- 
ened by  the  arrival  of  a person,  to  me  a strangei , 
who  brought  information  that  the  negroes  had  not 
assembled  at  the  camp  on  several  of  the  last  days. 
This  person,  when  informed  of  the  men  we  had  seen, 
was  also  of  opinion  that  they  were  Indians,  which 
terrified  him  so  much,  that  off  he  set  home,  wishing 
us  and  himself  safe  from  such  savages,  as  he  termed 
them ; forgetting  who  it  was  that  had  driven  them  to 
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desperation.  Several  negroes  and  dogs  were  sent  out, 
to  keep  watch  during  the  night : in  the  old  English 
hound,  great  confidence  is  placed,  as  those  animals 
will  give  mouth  at  the  approach  of  any  one,  thereby 
putting  their  employers,  who  had  them  under  the  best 
discipline  imaginable,  on  their  guard.  Silence  pre- 
vailed ; every  ear  was  attentive ; anxiety  filled  every 
bosom : but  all  remained  quiet.  Vigilance  marked 
the  conduct  of  the  negroes,  in  whom  their  masters 
securely  confided.  Each,  by  turns,  or  as  inclination 
prompted,  left  the  mansion  for  the  open  air,  to  catch, 
if  possible,  what  fear  anticipated,  the  well-known 
voice  of  Juno,  Sweetlips,  or  Caesar.  But  not  one  of 
the  three  opened,  nor  any  of  inferior  worth. 

Mr.  M’Cleod  began  to  resume  his  usual  spirits, 
and  favoured  the  whole  party  with  some  well-made 
cold  punch,  handing  it  about  himself,  of  which  we 
partook  very  freely,  all  except  the  aged  lady,  who 
sat,  rubbing  her  knees,  before  a good  log  fire.  Mr. 
M’Cleod  next  proposed  a dance,  by  way  of  dispel- 
ling the  gloom  that  still  hung  upon  our  spirits ; ob- 
serving that,  should  a party  of  Indians  be  near,  when 
they  heard  all  festive  and  unanimous,  they  would 
be  deterred  from  offering  us  any  violence.  His  con- 
clusion was  very  just,  and  was  tlie  result  of  observa- 
tion, their  attack  being  made  in  the  most  private 
manner;  which  may  account  for  their  success 
in  escaping  the  vigilance  of  the  Americans,  into 
whose  hands  I never  heard  of  an  individual  fallino- 
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during  my  stay  in  the  country.  The  better  to 
relieve  the  mind  from  the  oppression  it  laboured 
under,  Mr.  M’Cleod  took  down  from  a nail  in  the 
wall  a violin,  the  antique  appearance  of  which  might 
justify  the  conclusion,  that  Jubal,  ‘^who  was  the 
father  of  all  such  as  handle  the  hai'p  and  the  organ,” 
was  the  inventor  and  maker  thereof.  Nevei  before 
did  I hear  such  tones  produced ; they  might  justly 
be  called  dying  ones,  for  he  certainly  murdered 
the  tunes  which  he  played.  I had  often  heard  that 

“ Music  hath  charms  to  sooth  the  savage  breast : 

But  as  I was  convinced  of  the  impossibility  of  his 
effecting  so  desirable  an  object,  in  case  tlie  much- 
dreaded  Indians  were  within  hearing  of  the  squeak- 
ing instrument,  I silently  wished  liim  in  possession 
of  a Scotch  bagpipe,  with  a powerful  drone,  with  as 
little  skill  thereon  as  he  had  on  the  violin ; conclud- 
ing that,  if  he  could  not  charm  the  savage  breast,” 
he  would  frighten  the  savages  away. 

Each  branch  of  the  family  evinced  a desire  to 
please,  and  Miss  Catherine  M’Cleod,  accompanied 
by  her  father  on  the  violin,  favoured  us  with  a song, 
the  first  verse  of  which  ran — 

My  bonny  Billy,  O, 

Where  hast  thou  been  to-day  ? 

I’ve  been  to  seek  a wife, 

For  the  pleasure  of  my  life. 

Oh ! she’s  a young  thing. 

Just  come  from  her  mammy,  0 ! 


OF  A MINOR. 


263 


Several  more^  of  a similar  cast,  were  sung  during  the 
night,  destitute  of  meaning  and  executed  without 
science,  and  were  succeeded  by  an  irregular  dance, 
terminating  at  daylight  the  next  morning.  At  this 
time  the  negroes  returned,  Avith  the  dogs ; they  had 
learned,  that  the  supposed  Indians  were  neither 
more  nor  less  than  four  runaway  negroes,  one  of 
whom,  from  sickness,  had  been  left  behind;  from 
whom  they  gained  the  intelligence,  that  freed  us  all 
from  our  unreasonable  feai's,  enabling  the  old  lady 
to  resume  her  natural  cheerfulness,  and  the  family  to 
retire  to  rest,  well  pleased  in  the  prospect  of  another 
day’s  security. 

For  the  accommodation  of  such  of  our  crew  as 
had  not  the  same  opportunity  as  myself,  I frequently 
gathered,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Darien,  leaves  of 
the  Indian  tea-tree,  called  by  the  natives  yoffon : 
their  shape  and  flavour  resemble  those  of  the  com- 
mon teas  of  Asia.  Busily  employed  one  da}^,  in 
gathering  yoffon  into  my  hat,  which  I had  placed 
amongst  the  branches  of  a large  bushy  tea-tree, 
Mr.  Manson  came  up  to  me,  and,  seeing  the  pursuit 
I was  engaged  in,  politely  assisted  me,  pointing  out 
the  best ; when,  on  a sudden,  perceiving  a large 
snake,  partly  coiled  round  and  close  under  the  bush 
on  which  my  hat  rested,  he  jjointed  it  out  to  me, 
and  immediately  ran  to  a pile  of  staves.  I was  close 
at  his  heels,  leaving  my  hat  in  the  bush.  He  soon 
drcAv  out  a stave,  desiring  me  to  do  the  same,  that 
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we  might  jointly  attack  the  snake.  An  admirer  of 
the  maxim,  “ never  court  danger/’  I begged  to 
decline  the  contest;  when  he,  without  ceremony, 
advanced  close  up  to  the  bush,  and  instantly  began 
to  beat  the  snake,  frequently  calling  on  me  to  assist 
him  to  despatch  the  reptile.  But  he  called  in  vain , 
desirous  to  maintain  a whole  skin,  and  remembering 
the  terrible  bite  that  one  of  my  shipmates  received 
in  Africa,  I allowed  him  aU  the  honour  of  the  con- 
quest ; standing  at  a short  distance,  within  sight. 

I soon  saw  the  snake  move  off,  though  slowly ; and 
a quantity  of  thick  underwood  preventing  him  pur- 
suing it,  favoured  its  escape.  Exasperated  at  losing 
it,  he  was  very  angry  at  my  want  of  courage,  saying, 
he  was  sure  we  might  have  killed  it  witliout  en- 
countering the  least  danger,  as  it  was  only  a chicken 
snake.  I told  him  very  frankly,  that  I was  not  ac- 
customed to  see  any  such  large  snakes,  and  that,  if 
it  would  not  have  attacked  me,  I had  Christian 
charity  enough  to  let  it  alone.  The  simplicity  of 
the  remark  changed  his  anger  into  a smile,  and, 
seeing  me  alarmed,  he  fetched  my  hat  out  of  the 
yoffon  bush,  and  restored  it  to  me,  or  it  might  have 
remained  there  long  enough  for  me. 

In  the  evening,  some  negroes,  who  had  left  work, 
came  to  Darien  on  a float,  having  their  axes,  &c. 
along  with  them:  they  landed  above  the  regular 
landing  place,  walked  up  the  beach,  and,  in  order 
to  gain  the  footpath,  penetrated  the  bushes ; they 
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had  not  gone  more  than  twenty  yards,  when  one 
called  out,  a snake ! a snake ! Several  of  them  ran 
to  the  place,  and  in  a few  minutes,  by  means  of 
their  axes,  not  only  deprived  it  of  life,  but  divided 
it  into  equal  lots,  each  taking  his  share.  At  a loss 
to  know  what  they  intended  to  do  with  it,  I made 
inquiry ; when  one,  with  a smile,  replied,  ah,  Massa, 
he  be  good  for  yam,  (meaning  its  flesh  was  good  to 
eat.)  The  snake  thus  killed  and  divided  was  very 
probably  the  identical  one  assailed  by  Mr.  Manson,  it 
being  very  near  the  place  where  he  lost  it.  Its  body 
was  about  ten  or  twelve  inches  in  circumference  ; 
its  length  I could  not  ascertain,  owing  to  its  being 
cut  up  before  I arrived  at  the  place.  Notwithstanding 
the  rattlesnake  abounds  in  these  parts,  I never  saw 
a living  one,  which  much  astonished  all  to  whom  I 
mentioned  the  circumstance.  I have  seen  great 
numbers  of  the  black  snake,  which  are  reckoned 
venomous.  There  are  also  several  other  species, 
some  of  which  cross  the  rivers  with  the  greatest 
celerity,  swimming  in  excellent  style,  with  their 
heads  quite  out  of  the  water. 

As  I was  always  a lover  of  amusement,  from  what- 
ever source  it  might  spring,  I often  derived  it  from 
the  most  trifling  circumstance,  such,  for  instance, 
as  witnessing  Mr  Manson’s  pigs  (of  which  he  had 
nearly  three  hundred),  galloping  at  full  speed,  helter 
skelter,  from  the  woods  to  the  piggery,  as  it  is  called  : 
and  they  certainly  were  well  calculated  for  speed. 
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being  as  lank  as  a greyhound,  and  not  much  unlike 
one.  They  rove  at  large  in  the  woods  all  day ; when 
evening  arrives,  the  person  who  has  the  care  of 
them  repairs  to  the  w'oods,  blows  a conch  shell  that 
he  carries  with  him  for  the  purpose,  and  at  the  end 
of  each  blast,  pronounces  the  word  chop  ! chop  ! 
chop  ! "Tis  enough.  At  the  sound  of  the  conch 
shell,  the  wandering  herd  prick  up  their  ears ; ex- 
press their  sense  of  it  in  discordant  grunts  : and, 
curling  their  tails,  frisk  about  till  they  get  into  the 
beaten  tracks,  when  off  they  set  pell  mell,  sti  iv  ing 
to  arrive  first  at  the  piggery  ; the  large  and  strong 
ones  bouncing  over  those  ot  less  speed  and  stature, 
which  frequently  block  up  the  tracks,  when  squeaks 
and  grunts  of  every  cadence  are  heard,  in  mingled 
dissonance,  from  the  most  acute,  down  to  the  gravest 
tone.  When  all  are  arrived,  about  a peck  of  Indian 
corn  is  scattered  amongst  them,  which  scanty  allow- 
ance is  all  they  get  during  the  night.  Every  morning 
they  are  turned  out  to  provide  for  themselves,  for 
which  purpose  they  return  at  full  speed  to  the  woods  ; 
where  they  meet  with  hiccory  nuts,  acorns,  walnuts, 
and  succulent  roots,  except  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  when  most  of  these  things  are  eaten  up,  at 
which  time  they  look  miserably  poor,  and  may  have 
given  rise  to  the  proverb,  that  “ a pig  will  go  a long 
way  for  an  acorn.”  Many  of  them  never  return, 
becoming  quite  wild : such  may  be  shot  by  any  of 
tlie  settlers  wdio  keep  pigs.  When  any  are  wanted 
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either  for  sale  or  for  domestic  use,  they  are  selected 
out  of  the  herd,  taken  from  the  woods,  placed  under 
proper  management,  and  fed  accordingly. 

In  one  of  my  trips  up  the  river,  I was  much 
amused  by  the  captain  of  a small  trading  vessel, 
the  Live  Oak,  of  New  Providence,  at  anchor  near 
Darien,  who,  having  seen  an  alhgator,  felt  a strong 
desire  to  get  possession  of  it,  assuring  me  they  were 
good  to  eat,  when  dried ; nothing  inferior  to  a Seaby 
soldier ; that  is,  a small  fish  caught  at  Seaby,  in  the 
West  Indies,  which,  after  being  dried  in  the  sun, 
forms  an  agreeable  concomitant  to  tea.  An  oppor- 
tunity soon  presented  itself  favourable  to  his  wishes. 
The  setting  sun  shot  a golden  radiance  on  the  am- 
bient water ; the  tide  was  nearly  out : his  vessel 
being  aground,  he  heard  something  under  its  coun- 
tei',  and  hastened  to  see  what  it  was,  when  he  was 
agreeably  surprised  to  find  the  alligator  had  paid 
him  another  visit.  Nothing  could  be  more  oppur- 
tune ; having  already  fastened  a rope  to  a harpoon, 
in  hope  of  such  a visit,  he  secured  the  other  end  of 
the  rope,  by  taking  several  turns  round  the  stern 
railing;  then,  with  as  much  force  as  dexterity, 
darted  the  harpoon  into  it,  and  instantly  called  for 
assistance.  It  was  immediately  rendered  him ; but, 
for  a considerable  time,  the  captured  animal  defied 
their  power,  and  eluded  their  vigilance,  flouncing 
and  rolling  about,  endeavouring  to  liberate  himself. 
To  secure  the  animal,  a rope  was  prepared  with  a 
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running  noose,  which  was  with  much  difficulty 
drawn  over  its  head ; and  by  this  contrivance,  it 
was  hoisted  on  board,  though  not  without  making  a 
determined  resistance,  which  it  maintained  with  the 
greatest  obstinacy  till  killed  with  the  axe  of  the  cook. 

Before  I left  Darien,  the  captain  invited  me  to 
j)artake  with  him  of  part  of  the  alligator,  dried  in 
the  sun;  it  was  a portion  of  the  tail : he  had  eaten 
some  of  it  to  his  breakfast,  and  praised  its  excellence. 
As  I had  been  thankful  for  a piece  of  shark  in  Africa, 

I could  not  think  of  being  so  squeamish,  as  to  refuse 
tasting  alligator’s  flesh  in  America.  So,  thanking 
him  for  the  honour  he  intended  me,  I desired  him 
to  dress  a little  in  the  way  that  he  intended,  pro- 
vided I had  not  been  there.  » I will,”  said  he ; 
when,  taking  a slice  of  the  dried  tail  from  a cord, 
on  which  it  was  strung,  he  gave  it  to  a boy,  with 
instructions  to  broil  it  on  a gridiron.  The  boy  was 
attentive,  and  soon  returned  with  it  to  the  captain, 
who  politely  assisted  me  to  some,  setting  me  an 
example,  by  eating  a part  of  it.  I took  a little  into 
my  mouth,  but  could  not  do  with  it;  salt  in  the 
extreme,  and  dry,  beyond  the  power  of  mastication 
to  affect  it;  had  I been  a tea  drinker,  perhaps  I 
might  have  appreciated  its  goodness  ; but,  that  not 
being  the  case,  I was  better  pleased  with  a small 
quantity  of  onions,  that  he  gave  me.  And  I verily 
believe  that,  were  I to  live  to  the  age  of  Methuselah, 
I should  never  once  covet  a meal  from  the  sun-dried 
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tail  of  an  alligator,  broiled  over  a gridiron,  in  a warm 
climate. 

Infinitely  more  pleasant  were  the  persimins,  that 
Boatswain  brought  me,  when  he  learned  how  I had 
been  disappointed  of  some  by  Quashee.  He,  like 
the  last-mentioned  negro,  said  he  knew  where  they 
were  very  plentiful,  and  proposed  that  I should  ac- 
company him  to  gather  some.  Having  been  twice 
disappointed  before,  the  third  time  pays  for  all,” 
said  I,  as  we  stept  into  a canoe,  for  the  purpose  of 
plucking  the  persimins  from  the  well-laden  boue-hs 

o 

that  overhung  the  river.  When  we  arrived  at  the 
place,  a person  was  in  the  act  of  getting  the  same 
kind  of  fruit,  from  which,  he  informed  me,  he  made 
beer,  at  the  same  time  pressing  me  to  go  with  him  to 
taste  it.  I accepted  the  invitation,  taking  Boatswain 
along  with  me  to  his  house,  where  we  soon  arrived, 
and  were  comfortably  refreshed  with  persimins,  beer, 
and  mead ; the  latter  was  made  from  wild  honey,  of 
his  own  collecting.  In  his  house  I observed  a num- 
ber of  bears'  skins,  used  as  mats,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. In  answer  to  a question,  how  he  came  by 
them?”  he  replied,  that  he  had  shot  the  animals  at 
different  times,  he  and  a friend  having  shot  three 
in  one  day.  When  I expressed  my  opinion  of  the 
danger  attached  to  such  an  undertaking,  he  admitted 
that  there  was  a little  risk  to  run,  though  he  had 
never  sustained  the  slightest  injury  in  the  enterprise ; 
assuring  me,  with  much  pleasantry,  he  would  rather 
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meet  a bear  than  a man,  as  there  might  be  profit  in 
the  one,  none  in  the  other.  Acknowledging  the 
trutli  of  his  remark,  and  taking  a hearty  swig  of  per- 
simin  beer,  we  returned  to  the  lighter ; I regretting 
that  accident  had  never  cast  him  in  our  way  before, 
as  the  Neptune  was  now  nearly  freighted,  and 
would  have  been  so  much  sooner,  but  for  the  slow 
and  ill-contrived  method  of  collecting  the  staves 
and  shingles,  which  accounted  for  the  protracted 
time  of  our  stay  off  Sapello  Island. 

The  rivers  so  often  traversed  by  us  in  these  parts, 
notwithstanding  the  number  of  alligators,  are  most 
plentifully  supplied  with  fish : amongst  those  most 
commonly  caught  are,  the  bass,  the  drum-fish,  the 
mullet,  the  cat-fish,  and  the  rock-fish.  The  last  of 
these  is  of  a dark  colour ; in  shape  not  much  unlike 
a perch,  hog-backed,  beset  with  a strong  prickly  fin  . 
some  of  them  will  weigh  from  four  to  five  pounds ; 

I speak  of  such  as  I have  seen  taken.  They  are 
frequently  caught  late  in  the  evening  by  bobbing : 
the  sportsman  provides  himself  with  a reed,  four  or 
five  yards  long,  tapering  to  a fine  point,  a clue  of 
fine  cord  or  twine,  and  a hook  of  a tolerable  size ; 
attached  to  which  is  a white  feather,  intended  to 
imitate  a large  moth.  At  the  distance  of  four  feet 
and  a half  from  the  hook  is  a loop ; thus  equipt,  he 
takes  his  stand  on  the  margin  of  some  river,  holding 
the  clue  of  line  in  his  left  hand,  his  right  managing 
the  reed,  on  the  extreme  point  of  which  is  hung  the 
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loop.  The  reed  is  too  slender  to  bear  a fish  of  more 
than  a pound  weight ; its  use  is  to  keep  the  line  out 
from  the  side ; and  it  serves  also  to  strike  the  fish, 
when  one  rises  at  the  supposed  moth ; an  easy  jerk 
is  sufficient  to  hook  it,  if  dexterously  performed : the 
loop  slipping  off  the  end  of  the  rod  relieves  it  from 
the  weight  of  the  fish,  which  is  instantly  ch*awn  out 
by  the  line  held  in  the  left  hand. 

The  crab-fish  in  general  are  very  small,  except 
the  king  or  violet  crab,  and  they  are  not  eaten. 
The  first  of  this  species  that  I saw,  as  I was  walking 
on  the  beach,  at  some  distance  from  the  water,  asto- 
nished and  rather  alarmed  me.  Its  first  appearance 
was  something  like  a wooden  bowl,  with  a handle  to 
it : no  legs  were  to  be  seen ; still  it  moved : finding 
a piece  of  thick  stick  near,  I armed  myself  there- 
with, and  marched  round  and  round  the  nondescript, 
in  order  to  obtain  a better  view  of  it,  desirous  to 
ascertain,  if  possible,  what  it  could  be.  The  handle- 
like part  proved  to  be  its  tail,  construed  by  fear  into 
a sting,  from  which  I dreaded  an  attack,  and  there- 
fore carried  my  stick  in  a posture  of  defence.  As  I 
marched  round  and  round  it,  the  singularity  of  my 
appearance  and  movement  arrested  the  attention  of 
a fisherman  at  a distance,  who  came  up  in  a hurried 
pace,  inquiring,  what  have  you  got  there  ?” — 
“ The  Lord  above  knows,”  was  my  irreverent  an- 
swer. “ I thought,  from  your  seeming  alarm,”  said 
the  fisherman,  bursting  out  into  laughter,  that  you 
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were  surveying  some  venomous  reptile : it  is  nothing 
more  than  a king-crab.”  As  he  finished  the  sentence, 
he  took  it  very  deliberately  by  the  tail,  turned  it  over 
on  its  back,  which  was  a crustaceous  shell,  covering 
the  whole  of  its  body,  and  its  legs,  or  claws,  that, 
like  the  large  claws  or  nippers  of  our  common  crabs, 
appeared  double  jointed.  Asking  me  for  the  stick 
that  I had  held  with  a firm  grasp,  he  broke  off  all 
the  claws  with  it,  and,  in  the  most  unfeeling  man- 
ner, tore  the  animal  from  its  shell,  scraping  it  clean 
out  with  the  rough  end  of  the  stick,  and  then  pre- 
sented the  shell  to  me,  which  I,  as  unfeelingly,  bore 
off  in  insignificant  triumph. 

Oysters  are  to  be  met  with,  in  the  greatest  plenty, 
at  a considerable  distance  up  the  rivers ; generally 
small,  except  those  that  are  found  below  low  water- 
mark, which  are  detached  from  each  other ; such  as 
are  found  above  low  water-mark  are  mostly  in  clus- 
ters, from  forty  to  fifty  in  a cluster,  joined  together 
at  the  hinge.  These  are  difficult  to  open,  but  when 
large  quantities  are  wanted,  the  people  immerse 
them  in  warm  water ; the  shells  then  immediately 
open,  and  the  fish  is  picked  out  with  either  a knife 
or  a fork.  The  negroes,  when  they  have  little  to  do 
in  the  fields,  are  employed  in  getting  them,  for  the 
purpose  of  pickling,  after  the  manner  of  Scotch 
oysters. 

These  regions  abound  with  great  varieties  of  water 
fowl,  as  well  as  other  birds.  Wild  ducks,  the  spoon- 
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bill,  and  Spanish  curlew ; the  eagle,  the  vulture,  or 
turkey-bustard,  rice-birds,  sand-pipers,  owls,  crows, 
and  wild  turkeys.  The  last  particularly  abound,  and 
when  full  grown,  weigh  from  thirty  to  forty  pounds 
each.  The  numerous  flocks  of  Spanish  curlews  that 
in  tlie  evening  form  one  immense  body,  passing  over 
the  marshes,  in  a similar  manner  to  rooks,  returning 
to  their  summer  retreats,  never  fail  to  astonish  a new 
comer.  I have  noticed  their  flight  at  such  times, 
and  have  observed  them  take  up  two  hours  in  cross- 
ing the  swamps,  though  none  appeared  straggling, 
till  towards  the  end  of  that  time.  They  fly  low, 
only  just  sweeping  over  and  clearing  the  innumer- 
able aspiring  reeds ; affording  an  easy  shot  to  the 
sportsman : but,  whether  it  is  from  indolence,  or 
that  they  are  not  deemed  worthy  the  cost,  very  few 
Avere  killed  by  the  settlers.  Were  feather  beds  in 
much  demand,  they  have  many  opportunities  of  ac- 
commodating themselves  with  feathers,  at  the  trifling 
expense  of  a sacrifice  of  time  sufficient  to  take  the 
fowls  in : they  are  satisfied,  however,  with  the  long 
moss  growing  on  the  live  oak,  stuffed  into  a 
large  cotton  bag,  manufactured  amongst  them- 
selves. Many  of  the  settlers  groAv  their  own  cot- 
ton, which  is  also  spun,  dyed,  and  wove  amongst 
them:  their  favourite  colour  is  blue.  Were  it  not 
that  they  are  sunk  in  indolence,  they  might  live 
much  more  comfortably  than  they  do  j nature  hav- 
ing made  ample  provision  for  them,  fish,  flesh. 
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fowl,  and  fruit,  in  quantity  abundant,  in  quality 
diversified  j pleasing  to  the  eye,  and  salutary  to  the 
whole  system.  But  too  many,  when  once  in  posses- 
sion of  a log-house,  a few  acres  of  stumped  land, 
just  sufficient  to  grow  corn,  red  peas,  pompions,  and 
melons,  for  their  fainily  use,  never  dream  of  rising 
higher  in  tlie  scale  of  opulence ; "whereas  industry 
wovdd  not  only  promote  health,  but  enable  them  to 
produce  every  luxury  of  life.  For  want  of  energy, 
they  degenerate,  becoming  little  better  than  the 
Indians,  whom  they  esteem  savages : and  I have 
been  informed  by  a respectable  storekeeper,  that 
many  of  them  are  far  inferior  in  manners  and  moral 
conduct  to  the  very  men  whom  they  hold  in  utter 
contempt,  the  indigenous  tribes  of  these  fertile 
regions. 

The  vulture  chiefly  subsists  on  carrion,  and  pos- 
sesses patience  in  an  eminent  degree.  I have  ob- 
served one  perched  on  the  bough  of  a tree,  over- 
hanging the  river,  near  to  which  was  a dead  carcase 
entangled  amongst  aquatic  plants.  When  hunger 
prompted,  down  it  flew,  took  possession  of  the  fetid 
body,  eat  its  fill,  and  then  returned  to  its  former 
station,  keeping  an  unw'andering  eye  on  the  cor- 
rupted mass  below : never  forsaking  the  tree,  till  the 
whole  was  eaten ; which  afforded  the  greatest  lux- 
ury for  upwards  of  a fortnight.  Its  stateliness  drew 
remarks  from  us,  whenever  we  passed  it.  The  vul- 
ture is  not  a shy  bird,  allowing  man  to  approach 
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him,  without  evincing  the  least  fear,  scarcely  turn- 
ing his  head  aside,  as  he  passes  him ; as  if  confiding 
in  tlie  pacific  disposition  of  the  Lord  of  Creation. 

Beautifully  diversified  as  the  scenery  of  nature  is 
beheld,  here  presenting  in  luxuriance  of  growth, 
and  fragrance  of  smell,  every  species  of  flower,  of 
many  coloured  hue,”  there  striking  the  astonished 
eye  with  the  magnificence  of  stupendous  forest  trees, 
towering  to  the  clouds ; translucent  streams,  mean- 
dering in  various  curvatures,  in  this  part ; in  that, 
rushing  with  impetuous  force,  at  one  bold  sweep 
overwhelming  every  resistance,  till  they  fall  into 
the  great  abyss  of  waters,  where  they  can  be  no 
longer  identified.  Still  I should  not  like  to  spend 
my  days  there ; though  Flora  and  Pomona  scatter 
their  treasures  in  blooming  plenty.  All  these  ad- 
vantages and  beauties  are  rendered  useless  and 
deformed,  by  the  continual  animosities  carried  on 
between  the  Indians  and  the  back-settlers ; the  ex- 
istence of  numerous  venomous  reptiles ; and  the 
want  of  society,  except  that  of  musquitoes  and  sand- 
flies ; small  indeed,  their  whole  bulk  not  exceeding 
the  size  of  the  head  of  a common  gnat,  but  trouble- 
some in  the  extreme,  from  their  bite. 

Such  are  the  innumerable  myriads  of  these  insects, 
that,  over  the  low  lands  near  the  rivers,  after  a little 
warm  rain,  there  appears  a fog,  or  vapour,  produced 
by  them  alone,  reaching  to  a considerable  height  in 
the  atmosphere.  Each  of  these  little  freebooters 
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will  have  a nip  at  you,  unless  guarded  against  by 
wrappers  of  cotton,  or  linen  cloth ; as  they  creep  up 
the  sleeves,  or  any  part  of  the  drapery,  where  the 
body  is  exposed.  Many,  who  labour  in  the  open 
air,  near  such  situations,  keep  up  a smouldering  fire 
close  to  them  ; preferring  the  nuisance  of  a column 
of  smoke,  to  being  pestered  by  the  continual  biting 
of  the  sand  flies.  Their  organization  is  so  delicate, 
that  the  gentlest  zephyr  will  sweep  them  before  it, 
or  prevent  their  rising  to  annoy  the  traveller.  A 
knowledge  of  their  dislike  to  smoke  induces  the  use 
of  segars,  which  secure  the  face  generally,  and  the 
mouth  and  nostrils  in  particular,  from  their  tor- 
menting attacks,  which  are  enough  to  put  the  best 
tempered  man  in  the  world  out  of  humour. 

Our  ship  being  nearly  freighted,  Capt.  Dale,  w'ho 
had  been  absent  along  with  Miss  King,  between 
two  and  three  months,  returned,  bringing  with  him 
Anthony,  the  Dane,  assistant  gunsmith  to  Mr.  Le- 
febre,  who  was  to  have  a passage  free  to  the  West 
Indies,  but  who  was  afterwards  put  on  wages,  and 
remained  with  the  Neptune.  Previous  to  leaving 
Sapello  Sound,  two  sailors,  a Frenchman  and  a 
Spaniard,  waited  on  our  captain,  to  ask  a passage 
to  the  West  Indies,  where,  they  thought,  they  might 
meet  with  vessels  of  each  nation,  and  obtain  em- 
ployment. As  we  were  not  overstocked  with 
hands,  the  captain  readily  granted  their  request, 
and  both  came  on  board.  The  account  they  gave 
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of  themselves  was,  they  had  been  cast  away  at  New 
Providence,  the  ship,  and  nearly  all  hands  lost;  that 
they  were  unable  to  save  any  of  their  property,  ex- 
cept a large  piece  of  calico  then  in  their  possession, 
which  had  served  them  as  a blanket ; that  they  were 
picked  up  by  a sloop  bound  for  St.  Augustine ; and 
that,  from  thence,  they  had  come  to  SapeUo,  having 
heard  that  our  ship  was  bound  for  the  West  Indies. 

Martino,  the  Frenchman,  like  myself,  was  a lover 
of  good  eating,  and,  like  me  too,  was  indulged  in 
the  pleasing  gratification,  at  the  house  of  the  Messrs. 
Bailey,  where  plenty  constantly  crowned  the  board, 
the  better  to  ensure  wliich,  a person  was  employed  to 
provide  for  their  table  wild  turkeys,  venison,  or  any 
thing  else  of  consequence,  that  the  country  afforded. 
This  caterer  was  a mulatto,  a man  of  intelligence, 
and  a lover  of  solitude,  always  preferring  to  go  , 
alone,  in  pursuit  of  game,  accompanied  only  by  one 
or  two  dogs,  weU  practised  in  the  sport.  I had  two 
wishes  as  regarded  Samson,  the  mulatto : the  first 
was,  for  an  opportunity  to  accompany  him,  as  the 
sportive  dogs  gamboled  at  his  feet,  whilst  he  was 
throwing  two  large  wallets,  that  opened  in  the  mid" 
die,  across  a horse’s  back,  employed  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  home  the  produce  of  his  labours  ; this 
wish,  time  denied  me ; the  second  was,  for  a pencil 
and  a sketch  book,  that  I might  have  made  a draught 
of  the  sportsman  returning  home,  with  a gun  slung 
over  his  shoulder,  the  tired  dogs  walking  close  at 
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his  heels,  and  the  horse  moving  slowly  on,  under  the 
pressure  of  two  large  deer,  lashed  together  by  the 
hind  legs,  and  placed  across  his  back,  just  behind 
the  two  wallets,  w'hose  capacious  ends  were  Avell 
stoAved  with  the  hams,  loins,  and  prime  pieces  of 
the  wild  boar,  wild  turke3^s,  and  other  birds  that 
fell  before  his  rifle-barrelled  gun.  This,  the  manner 
in  which  I left  home,  and  the  Avant  of  a stationer  s 
shop,  prevented  the  accomplishment  of.  Various 
Avas  the  success  he  met  with  on  different  days  ; the 
last  time  I saw  him,  he  had  only  shot  a racoon  and 
an  opossum  : the  former  he  presented  to  me,  from 
whose  skin  I had  a cap  made ; giving  the  carcase 
to  BoatsAvain  to  eat,  for  his  trouble  in  taking  off 
the  skin. 

From  the  time  of  shaking  hands  Avith  the  double- 
faced  Mr.  Deacon,  as  I hurried  into  the  Hudibras, 
at  Liverpool,  up  to  the  moment  Avhen  Samson  gave 
me  the  racoon,  I had  been  many  times  surprised  ; 
but  never  so  agreeabh^,  or  so  unexpectedly,  as  I Avas 
during  the  time  that  Martino  accompanied  INIr.  Barce 
to  the  mansion  of  Messrs.  Bailey.  Left  in  charge  of 
the  boat  at  the  landing  place,  near  to  the  indigo 
vat,  the  sun,  shining  in  meridian  splendour,  induced 
droAvsiness,  and,  not  having  any  thing  else  to  do, 
I stifled  thought,  closed  my  eyes,  and  enjoyed  a 
comfortable  nap,  not  a sound  sleep.  Scarcely  had 
Morpheus  unfolded  to  my  astonished  vieAv  the  hete- 
rogeneous subjects  of  his  fantastic  regions,  Avhen  an 
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enormous  rattlesnake,  unfolding  its  coiled-up  body, 
and  making  a sudden  spring  towards  the  place 
where  I was  admiring  the  wonderful  works  of  the 
Almighty,  by  contrasting  the  diminutive  humming 
bird  with  the  gigantic  ostrich,  startled  me  out  of  my 
sleep.  When  I first  opened  my  eyes,  I thought  all 
was  still  illusion  ; for  three  females,  chatting  fami- 
liai-ly  together,  stood  immediately  before  me,  looking 
into  the  boat,  in  which  I was  just  rising  from  my 
seat,  terrified  by  my  di-eam.  Their  dresses  were 
elegant  and  simple ; showing  to  great  advantage 
persons,  in  whom  the  fabled  Hebe  stood  rivalled. 
The  bloom  of  healthful  youth  threw  a fascinating 
lustre  over  features  that,  to  me,  appeared  models  of 
symmetry ; improved  by  the  traits  of  benignity  and 
female  modesty.  I knew  not  what  to  think,  or 
whom  to  suppose  them  to  be,  as  I had  never  seen 
any  females  on  the  island,  except  Mrs.  Bailey  and 
her  domestic  servants,  with  a few  negro  women. 
Astonished  as  I was  to  see  them,  I was  even  more 
so,  to  find  myself  invited  by  them  to  leave  the  boat, 
and  go  to  their  father’s  house,  to  refresh  myself, 
where,  they  said,  Mr.  Barce,  and  a sailor,  were 
gone ; from  which,  I learned  that  they  were  sisters, 
and  one  of  the  Mr.  Bailey  s daughters.  Unused  to 
the  company  of  ladies,  and  taken  by  surprise,  I felt 
(ijjiBarrassed,  and  knew  not  how  to  thank  them  for 
their  polite  invitation,  for  fear  of  making  a blunder. 
However,  I made  a bungling  attempt,  and  was  pro- 
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ceeding  to  the  house,  when,  as  bad  luck  would  have 
it,  I met  Mr.  Barce  and  the  Frenchman,  returning 
to  the  boat,  with  whom  I was  obliged  to  return ; 
when  I was  calculating  on  having  another  view  of 
myself  and  a well-stocked  table,  in  the  large  looking 
glass,  in  front  of  which  I sat,  when  orderly-man  to 
Mr.  Simpson,  of  memory  infemous. 
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